Palestinian prisoners want 
negotiators to remember them 

OCCXTIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Hundreds of , 
Paksiiokra prisoners hdd a one-day hunger strike 
Wednesday fo try to force Palestinian and Israeli I 
negotiators to pay aflemion to their plight. In 
Jerusalem, Palestinian shopkeepers closed for dm day 
in aitw o{ solidarity' with the prisoners. About 3,000 
Palestinians, most arrested on charges of anti- Israel 
violence, remain in Israeli prisons. Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat has said their release is high on his 
agenda, but Jsrad-Paie.siiiiian talks have been on hold 
since March. "We will continue the struggle until all 
prisoners are freed,” .. said Mr. Arafat's negotiator on 
prisoner affairs.- Hrshaai Abdui Razeq. as he Led a 
100-person march Wednesday in Gaza City. 
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Israel frees Lebanese civilian 
two months after abduction 

TYRE lAFPl — Israel released on Wednesday a 
Lebanese civilian abducted two months ago from a 
location just outside the Israeli -occupied border zone 
of south Lebanon, the Lebanese police said. Ahmad 
Kamel Said. 27. was driven blindfolded and hand- 
cuffed bv Israeli army forces to Rns Naqura at the 
Lebanese-Israeli border where he was handed over to 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, the 
police said. Mr. Said was abducted along with six 
other civilians during an Israeli incursion outside the 
central sector of the Israeli “security zone” in south 
Lebanon. The six others were released after 24 houre 
in detention for interrogation while Mr. Said was 
taken to northern Israel and jailed. 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Jordan receives 
invitation to 
Tehran conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received an 
invitation from Iranian 
President Hashetni Rafsan- 
iani to attend the coming 
Islamic Summit to be held 
in Tehran. The message, 
which was delivered by 
Iranian Minister of Industry 
Mohammad Ridah Zadah, 
also dealt with bilateral 
relations and means of 
developing them. Attend- 
ing the meeting were Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawnch and Minister of 
Trade. Industry and Supply 
Hani Mulki. 

King receives 
General Peay 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
received ar the Royal Court 
head of the American Cen- 
tral Command, General 
Binlord Peay. The two 
sides discussed defence 
issues. Attending the audi- 
ence was Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
Kaubnch and the American 
Ambassador to Jordan, 
Wesley Egan. 

Another bomb 
blast at Turkish 
Islamist party office 

ISTANBLff- (R) — A small 
bomb exploded at an office 
of Turkey’s Islamist Wel- 
fare Party- Wednesday, the 
second such attack against 
the party in three days. 
Anatolian news agency 
said. It said there were no 
casualties in the blast in 
Istanbul's Fatih district, an 
Islamist neighbourhood. A 
bomb broke the windows of 
a Welfare office in another 
part of the city Monday. 

Bahrain aims to 
boost links with U.S. 

MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain's crown prince and 
armed forces chief has 
called for closer links with 
(he United States in talks 
with the outgoing comman- 
der of U.S: forces in the 
Gulf, newspapers said 
Wednesday. General James 
Binford Peay. on a farewell 
tour of the region, met 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa A! 
Khalifa here Tuesday. The 
crown prince said Manama 
wants “to strengthen the 
solid ties of friendship and 
cooperation" with Wash- 
ington and paid tribute “to 
the U.S. role of maintaining 
security and stability” in 
the Gulf. 

Drivers could go 
to hell, warns 
Saudi mufti 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia’s top religious 
authority warned the young 
on Wednesday that they 
could go to hell if they die 
in a road accident because 
of reckless driving. “He 
who dies after being care- 
less at the wheel of his car 
is considered to have com- 
mitted an act of suicide," 
said the mufti. Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Ben Baz, in a 
fatwa. or Muslim religious 
edicL He noted that Islam, 
like Christian ily, condemns 
suicide and Muslims who 
take their own lives are 
liable to go to hell. The 
fatwa. published in news- 
papers. is part of a cam- 
paign to curb accidents in 
Saudi Arabia, where one 
person is killed every three 
hours on the roads, accord- 
ing io a recent study. Many 
youths drive at break-neck 
speeds on Saudi highways 
as a hobby, in an ultra-con- 
servative country where 
entertainment is limited 
and women are not allowed 
hchind the wheel. 


King issues Royal Decree Israel, PNA tone down 
declaring elections on time peacemaking optimism 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Timex Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Ar the request 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. a meeting was held 
yesterday between chief of 
the Royal Court. Awn Kha- 
sawnch, and the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s overall 
leader Abdul Majeed 
Thneibal to discuss the 
Islamists’ announcement 
to boycott the upcoming 
parliamentary elections, 
which. according to a 
Royal Decree issued yes- 
terday. will be held this 
year. 

Though the Royal Decree 
stipulated that “parliamen- 
tary' elections shall be held 
in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the law" without 
setting a date for elections, 
the polls are expected to be 
held before Nov. 8. the day 
on which the current par- 
liament’s mandate will 
end. 


According to the Consti- 
tution, the elections should 
. be held within the last four 
months of the parliamen- 
tary mandate. 

The Royal Decree adds a 
sense of urgency to 
prospective talks between 
the government and the 
Islamists, who have 
announced their intention 
to boycott the elections two 
weeks ago. 

Yesterday’s meeting rep- 
resented a clear signal by 
the King to the Muslim 
Brotherhood that time was 
running out on their deci- 
sion to boycott, since some 
Islamists at least had hoped 
that the King would 
announce a postponement 
of the elections as a way to 
ensure their participation. 
Some observers thought 
the Royal Decree was also 
intended to put pressure on 
the government to reach a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Government 
fair polls — 


Ra 


By Tarcq Moran ni 

Special to the Jtuilun Turn s 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Interior Naihir Rashid on 
Wednesday said that His 
Majesty King Hussein 
ordered the government in 
hold free and fair general 
elections. 

Mr. Rashid said that 
King Hussein called for 
taking all necessary mea- 
sures to ensure the success 
of the coming elections. 

“The government is fully 
committed to holding free 
and fair elections" said Mr. 
Rashid. 

The minister said that 
holding elections in time 
will strengthen democracy, 
urging the citizens to exer- 
cise their right to cast their 


votes and to elect those 
whom they bolieie repre- 
sent them. 

Mr. Rashid added that 
the ministry took all suit- 
able measures to guarantee 
the success of the elec- 
tions. voicing hope that the 
whole political spectrum 
will participate in elec- 
tions. 

As regards to the Broth- 
erhood's boycott of the 
coming elections, he said: 
“The door of dialogue is 
wide open and we are con- 
tacting them and hope they 
withdraw their decision.” 

The Constitution gives 
the King the power to call 
for the parliamentary elec- 
tions and the Cabinet to set 
the date. 


TEL AVIV (Ri — Israel 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNAi 
Wednesday toned down 
optimistic notes sounded a 
day earlier at a meeting 
between Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy. 

“Nothing was achieved 
yesterday." Mr. Arafat told 
a Brussels news conference 
and reiterated his frequent- 
ly voiced call for Israel to 
implement full interim 
peace deals sinned since 
1993. 

A spokesman for Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netany ahu repeated a 
demand that the PNA first 
take "real action" against 
“terrorist organisations out- 
side the authority of the 
P(N]A and inside it.” 

There had been few hopes 
before the A ra fa [-Levy 


calks, arranged in Brussels 
by the European Union, of 
any breakthrough in a 
peacemaking crisis touched 
off by the start of construc- 
tion in March of a Jewish 
Settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

But in the media glare of 
the meeting, sponsored by 
the PiNA’s biggest financial 
backer. Mr. Arafat at first 
spoke of having achieved 
“significant and positive 
steps." 

Mr. Levy, who had been 
largely sidelined by Mr. 
Netanyahu from U.S. medi- 
ation efforts, said in Brus- 
sels he was "highly satis- 
fied" with his discussions 
with Mr. Arafat and sure 
they would be able to estab- 
lish “the confidence neces- 
sary to proceed." 

Less than 24 hours later, 
the gloss faded. 

"1 am looking lu achieve 


something concrete. We are 
not asking for the moon.” 
Mr. Arafat said after meet- 
ing Belgian Foreign Minis- 
ter Eric Derycke. 

It was back to basics for 
Israel, too — a focus on 
security as the top issue on 
an agenda of unimplement- 
ed aspects of the interim 
peace deals: opening air 
and sea pons in Gaza and a 
corridor for Palestinians 
betvv een the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israel also stood firm on 
the occupied Golan 
Heights. In the 120-seat 
parliament Wednesday, leg- 
islators voted 43-40 to 
approve a preliminary read- 
ing of a proposed law to 
make the return to Syria of 
any part of the plateau con- 
ditional on the support of at 
least 80 lawmakers. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli Arab attacker of 
British teens in hospital 
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TEL AVIV (R) — An 
Israeli Arab who rammed 
his car into a group of 
teenage British holiday- 
makers and then went on a 
stabbing rampage with a 
Japanese sword has been 
admitted to hospital, a 
police spokeswoman said 
Wednesday. 

“He told police he didn’t 
feel well,” spokeswoman 
Linda Menuhin said. Israel 
Radio said the man had a 
ruptured spleen. 

A British woman and a 
youth were taken to hospi- 
tal Tuesday night with stab 


wounds and Jater dis- 
charged. Eight other people 
were slightly hurt in the 
attack near Jaffa’s Old City, 
close to Tel Aviv. 

Israel Radio said the 31- 
year-old man. whom police 
have not named, slammed 
his car into a group of about 
forty 15-year-old British 
Jews visiting Israel on a 
summer tour and rushed 
toward sidewalk cafes with 
a sword and a knife. 

An off-duty policeman, 
Danny Consul, arrested the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jewish radical group 
assaults PNA deputy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A Jewish 
extremist group claimed 
responsibility Wednesday 
for an assault on a mem- 
ber of the Palestinian Leg- 
islative Council which it 
said it committed *‘in 
defence of Jerusalem,” 
Israel Radio reported. 

The “Front for the Zion- 
ist Idea” sent a beeper 


message to Israel Radio 
saying it was behind a car 
chase and assault against 
council member Abbas 
Zaki Wednesday morning. 

The attack was commit- 
ted “in defence of 
Jerusalem,” said the 
group, which is an off- 
shoot of the 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first 
Palestinian commercial 
flight landed Wednesday in 
Queen Alia Airport com- 
ing from the Egyptian air- 
port of A1 Arish in Sinai in 
accordance with an avia- 
tion agreement the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) signed with Jordan 
earlier this year. 

“We are happy that the 
first regular Palestine Air- 
lines (PA) flight has landed 
in Queen Alia Airport.” 
Brigadier Fayiz Zaidan, 
head of the Palestinian 
Aviation Authority said 
following the Fokker-50 
plane’s arrival with 35 pas- 
sengers on board. 

“We hope this flight will 
be the starting point of 
launching PA flights from 
the Gaza Strip, which we 
hope, will take place by 
the end of this summer," 
Brig. Zaidan added. 

The departure of the PA 
152 flight was delayed for 
three hours in Sinai “due to 
complications caused by 
the Israeli security checks 
at Rafah border,” Brig. 


Zaidan said. 

Talks between Israel and 
the PNA on the operation 
of Gaza airport was dead- 
locked because Israel’s 
condition to keep full con- 
trol on airport security. 

Commenting on his talks 
with Shaol Mofaz, head of 
the planning section in the 
Israeli army. Brig. Zaidan 
confirmed that there are 
several problems that have 
not been solved during 
their meeting. 

“We resumed our talks 
with the Israelis to discuss 
and sign later the protocol 
regarding the operation of 
the Gaza International Air- 
port. we have already start- 
ed talks and have merged 
the two sides into one doc- 
ument versions.” he said. 

“The Israeli side insists 
on signing a protocol that 
would cover all security, 
civilian and aviation 
issues. So far. we have 
reached a document where 
all differences and agree- 
ments are included.** he 
explained. 

“We will continue mu 
discussions and very soon 

(Continued on page 7) 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN SCORED an 
impressive 3-2 win over 
Kuwait Wednesday to qual- 
ify for the final of the soc- 
cer event at the 8th Pan- 
Arab Games which con- 
clude in Beirut July 27. 

The win qualified Jordan 
to meet the winner of 
Thursday’s other second 
round match between Syria 
and Lebanon. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Wednesday sent the 
team a cable of congratula- 
tions on their landmark 
achievement and urged 
them to continue their 
efforts in the upcoming 
match. 

Jordanians took to the 
streets following the match 
honking horns and waving 
the Jordanian flag in cele- 
bration. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Jordanian soccer team members celebrate after winning their match against Kmv; 
and qualifying for the final of the soccer event in the P-sn Arab Games vVodncsda 
damans took to the streets all over the Kingdom in celebration (Renters photo) 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's parliament Wednes- 
day voted in favour of a bill 
aimed at blocking a pull- 
out from the Golan Heights 
which the Jewish state cap- 
tured from Syria 30 years 
ago. 

The proposal, which 
sparked an opposition 
walk-out, stipulates that 
any move to withdraw from 
the strategic plateau must 
be approved by a two-thirds 
majority, or 80 MPs out of 
the 120-member parlia- 
ment. 

The bill, voted by 43 MPs 
to 40. must go through 
three rcuiliii'-’o in the Kites. 
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set, the Israeli parliament, 
before it becomes law. 

Israel seized the Golan 
during the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war and annexed the 
area in 1981. 

The plateau, which over- 
looks northern Israel, is a 
key stumbling block pre- 
venting reconciliation 
between Syria and Israel, 
whose peace talks have 
been on ice since February 
last year. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and most of his 
ministers voted in favour of 
the bill, although earlier 
Justice Minister Tzahi 
Hanechi had declared him- 



self against the move in the 
name of the government 

The about-face enraged 
the opposition, which 
called for a new vote and 
announced a boycott of par- 
liament. accusing the gov- 
ernment of deceiving mem- 
bers about its intentions. 

“In the name of the entire 
opposition, we will boycott 
parliament until next Mon- 
day to protest against the 
manner in which this pro- 
posal was adopted," said 
the leader of the Labour 
parliamentary group 
Raanan Cohen. as 
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2 H ome & Middle East News 

Fateh members demonstrate against Arafat 
and Israel over arrest of PNA police colonel 

Hamas protests PNA 
raid on bomb factory 


NABLUS (AP) — Israel 
on Tuesday detained four 
Palestinian lawmakers 
from Yasser Arafat’s Fateh 
movement after they visit- 
ed a Palestinian police 
colonel held in Palestinian 
prison on suspicion of 
ordering attacks against 
Israelis. 

Among the four lawmak- 
ers was Marwan Bargh- 
outi. head of the Fateh 
party in the city of Ramal- 
lah. 

Jamal Shobaki, one of 
the lawmakers, said they 
were stopped by Israeli 
soldiers after visiting with 
Colonel Jihad Musaimi, 
who was arrested after 
Israel accused him of 
ordering terrorist attacks. 

He said they were kept 
for three hours on the side 
of the road and then 
ordered at gunpoint to 
drive with the police escort 
to an army base near 
Ramallah. There, after 15 
minutes an Israeli officer 
showed up and apologised, 
and the group was 
released. 

“This is a humiliation. 
We are legislators, with 
immunity. They are doing 
this to terrorise us, to scare 


us. to humiliate us,” Mr. 
Shobaki said. 

Israel’s army spokesman 
issued a statement saying 
the lawmakers had been 
only briefly detained 
because of a suspicion that 
their car's papers were not 
in order. The army also 
said that only the driver 
was ordered to the base 
and the others chose to 
come along. 

Earlier, some 2,000 
Palestinians, including 
many Fateh members, ral- 
lied outside the Nablus 
prison where Col. Musaimi 
is held, demanding his 
release and threatening 
attacks against Israel. 

Hundreds of protesters 
tried to break through the 
prison gates but were 
pushed back by about 100 
Palestinian police guarding 
the compound. “Free Jihad 
Musaimi now" they shout- 
ed. Israel says that Col. 
Musaimi, acting on orders 
from Gaza Police Chief 
Brigadier General Ghazi 
Jabali. sent squads under 
his command on attacks. 
Last week, Israel arrested 
four Palestinian policemen 
it said were en route to 
stage an attack against 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Hamas con- 
demned the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA; 
Wednesday for “toadying" 
to Israel after its security 
forces raided a bomb-mak- 
ing factory of the Islamist 
group. 

“We are completely sur- 
prised by the [Palestinian 
National] Authority's insis- 
tence on persecuting our 
mujahidin [holy warriors], 
taking their weapons and 
impeding their effort to 
resist the enemy,” Hamas 
said in a statement received 
by Agence France Presse. 

Palestinian police have 
launched a manhunt for 

Jewish settlers. 

Mr. Arafat set up a com- 
mission to investigate the 
charges. The arrest of Col. 
Musaimi, a popular activist 
from Balata refugee camp, 
has particularly angered 


Hamas cells after uncover- 
ing a factory used to build 
bombs and prepare anti- 
Israeli attacks Sunday night 
in Beit Sahour outside 
Bethlehem. 

They made the raid after a 
Hamas militant blew him- 
self up last week in Bethle- 
hem while preparing explo- 
sives from an anti-Israeli 
attack. 

Hamas said the police 
raided bomb-factory in Beit 
Sahour and arrested three 
people “in an attempt to 
toady up to the criminal 
[Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin] Netanyahu and 
to reassure of him of the 
[Palestinian National] 

Fateh supporters. “The 
arrest of Fateh stragglers is 
a red line," said Taysir 
Nasralla, a Fateh leader 
from the camp. 

Brig. Gen. Saadi Naji, 
head of the commission 


Authority’s loyalty to 
[Israel’s] demands.” 

It also condemned the 
PNA for detaining last 
week, “after a wave of 
Israel's hand," one of its 
own top police officers sus- 
pected by Israel of planning 
anti-settler attacks. 

Hamas called for the PNA 
to take “radical measures to 
completely change its path, 
rather rhan using all its time 
protecting the enemy.” 
Hamas leads violent 
opposition to Yasser 
Arafat’s self-rule deals with 
Israel and has conducted a 
number of anti-Israeli 
bombings, the most recent 
in March in Tel Aviv which 

investigating Israel’s 
charges, said his work 
would not be affected: 
“They have the right to 
express their feelings (but) 
this will not make us stop 
our investigation.” 


Sudan’s president says peace deal 
with south will not hurt country 


KHARTOUM CAP) — 
Sudan's President Lieutenant 
General Omar Bashir, has 
(ried to reassure the public 
that the peace deal be is 
working out with southern 
rebels will not damage the 
country. 

He made the remarks at a 
news conference Tuesday 
night in response to com- 
plaints from legislators who 
have expressed fears that the 
peace plan could cause prob- 
lems between northern and 
southern states. 

The plan, which Gen. 
Bashir signed with four 
break-away rebel groups in 
April, calls for giving the res- 
idents of the south more say 
in running their daily lives. 

The southerners, who are 
mainly Christian and ani- 
mist. will be allowed to fol- 
low “local traditions" rather 
than the Islamic sharia law 
that governs the north. And 
there is to be a referendum in 
four years to determine if the 
south will remain part of 
Sudan or seek independence. 

Gen. Bashir told the news 
conference that “talk of the 
peace treaty implementation 
having a negative effect on 
neighbouring regions is 
incorrect" 

He argued that develop- 
ment in all parts of the coun- 
try would be improved if the 
civil war was ended 

Southern rebels have been 
fighting since 1983 for more 
autonomy from the Islamic 
north. More than 1.3 million 
people have died in the fight- 
ing and related famines. 

The war has drained the 
government’s coffers, and 
foreign aid has been cut since 


Southern rebels claim to 
hold third of the country 


CAIRO (AFP; — Sudan 
rebel forces in the south of 
the country, who have been 
fighting the government for 
nearly 15 years, claim to con- 
trol around one third of the 
country. 

Following more than a 
week of intense fighting, the 
main rebel force of John 
Garang. the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 
says it is about to mount a 
final assault on Juba, a key 
southern government town, 
and to be gaining elsewhere. 

“We are going to launch 
intensive attacks on three 
fronts, in the south, the east 
and at the (central) Nouba 
mountains," SPLA 

spokesman Yasser Arman 
told AFP from the neighbour- 
ing Eritrea capital of Asmara. 

Gen. Garang himself, 

Gen. Bashir took power in a 
coup in 1989 and installed an 
Islamist regime. 

The peace treaty was 
signed with four factions that 
broke away from the main 
southern rebel group, the 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) in 1 990. 

But the SPLA has not 
signed the treaty and has 
joined forces with northern 
opposition leaders in exile to 
press its campaign against 
Gen. Bashir's regime. 

Gen. Bashir was respond- 
ing to concerns raised in a 
memo signed earlier this 


whose soldiers are fighting 
government forces and those 
of former SPLA splinter 
groups, told an African news- 
paper this week that the war 
“in the south is virtually 
over.” However, in a propa- 
ganda war which is as intense 
as the fighting on the ground, 
the government continues to 
insist that it is still in control 
of the situation. 

‘The military situation is 
satisfactory and is under the 
foil control of the armed 
forces," Sudanese army 
spokesman. General 

Mohammed Sanousi Ahmad 
said in a statement carried by 
AJ Rai AJ Akher newspaper 
Tuesday. 

What is clear though is the 
ferocity of combat in the 
southeast of the country with 
all sides claiming victory. 

week by at least 25 legisla- 
tors from western and central 
provinces that border the 
southern provinces. 

They fear that the peace 
deal could make it difficult 
for nomadic cattle herders to 
move to traditional grazing 
lands in the south and could 
hamper trade within the 
country. They also expressed 
concern that the deal could 
result in the south withdraw- 
ing from the nation. 

Gen. Bashir stressed that 
the “government will be 
committed to the outcome of 
the referendum." 


Young Israelis are 
anti- Arab — poll 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Most Israeli 
teenagers aged between 16 
and 18 have racist feelings 
against Arabs and immi- 
grants from the former Sovi- 
et Union, according to a poll 
published by the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper 

Wednesday. 

The survey earned out by 
Haifa ^University found that 
61.7 per cent of Jewish 
youngsters are opposed to 
giving equal rights to Israel’s 
800,000- strong Arab popula- 
tion while 65.1 per cent 
believe that Arabs are not to 
be trusted. 

Around three-quarters of 
teenagers say the presence of 
Arab deputies in the Israeli 
parliament threatens the 


country's security and 60 per 
cent say they are scared of 
Israeli Arabs, even those they 
know personally. 

Three-quarters believe 
their country would be better 
off if only Jews were allowed 
to live there. 

Their mistrust extends to 
immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union. Two-thirds 
said they could not be close 
friends with a Russian immi- 
grant and that they take jobs 
from Israeli Jews. 

Some 800,000 immigrants 
from former Soviet republics 
have arrived in Israel since 
1989. 

Eight hundred young 
Israelis were questioned for 
the survey. The margin of 
error was not given. 


American, UAE soldiers 
conduct military exercises 


ABU DHABI (AP) — 
Armed forces from the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates and the 
United States started joint 
military exercises Wednes- 
day, the official Emirates 
news agency said. 

It said the war games, 
called Iron Grip, were to 
continue until August 4. 

The agency said the drill 
was aimed at boosting mili- 
tary cooperation but did not 
disclose the type of manoeu- 
vres or the number of troops 
taking part in the exercises. 

The United Arab Emirates 
has defence pacts with the 
United States, France and 
Britain. 

The emirates is especially 


wary of powerful neighbour 
Iran, with whom it has a ter- 
ritorial dispute over three 
Gulf islands. The islands 
Abu Musa and the Greater 
and the Lesser Tunbs domi- 
nate the approaches to the 
strait of Hormuz, through 
which about one-fifth of the 
world’s oil supplies pass. 

Since the 1991 Gulf war 
when a U.S. led coalition 
ousted Iraq from Kuwait, 
the United States, France 
and Britain have sold bil- 
lions of dollars worth of 
arms to the region and con- 
ducted military exercises to 
improve the fighting capa- 
bilities of the Arab Gulf 
countries. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:05 .. .Hey Dad 

16:30 — He Shoots He Scores 

17:15 Varieties 

18:10 French Programmes 

19:00 — News in French 

19 JO News Headline 

19:35 — Parenthood 

20:00 .Cinema. Cinema 

20 JO Documentary — Sub- 
marines 

21:10 KungFu 

22:00 .News in English 

22 JO - Feature film 

23:59 — Taratara 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:10 Fajr 

05:40 (Sunrise) Duha 

U:42~ -...JDhuhr 

16:23 -Asr 

19:44 -Maghreb 

21:14 — ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh. TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Chnrch Tel 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 


JORDAN TIMES 



BEIRUT (AP) — Reminders 
of Lebanon’s troubles are 
greeting the Baalbek interna- 
tional festival even before it 
opens. Israeli jets broke the 
sound barrier Wednesday 
over the ancient city and an 
Islamist criticised the festival. 

Neither incident was 
expected to keep the music 
and dance festival — famous 
in its heyday before the 1975- 
90 civil war — from reopen- 
ing Thursday after a 23-year 
break. 

Police and army units 
moved into position in and 
around the ancient city before 
a free performance by 
Lebanon's Caracalla dance 
theatre on Wednesday night. 
The dance troupe officially 
opens the festival on Thurs- 
day. 

However, Wednesday’s per- 
formance by Israeli jets did 
not auger well for the music. 


Their flights at midmoming 
sent two sonic booms rever- 
berating over Baalbek and the 
surrounding Bekaa valley. 

Israel's jets routinely fly 
north over Lebanon, but Baal- 
bek residents said it’s been 
several weeks since Israel dis- 
played its air power over the 
Bekaa. 

Sheikh Sobhi Tufeili, for- 
mer head of the radical Shiite 
Muslim movement Hizbol- 
lah. criticised the renewal of 
the festival as providing little 
benefit to the poor in the Baal- 
bek region. 

“The people of Baalbek will 
only get the noise and the 
howls as well as garbage left 
behind by those rich people 
who will come to entertain 
themselves." he said in a 
statement published Wednes- 
day. 

Lebanon sees the renewal of 
the Baalbek festival as anotlt- 


Kuwait backs U.N. Security Council seat for Japan 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
will back Japan’s bid to win a 
permanent United Nations 
Security Council seat, the 
official Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) said Tues- 
day night. 

Talks this week in Kuwait 
by visiting Japanese Educa- 
tion Minister Takashi Kosugi 
focused on Tokyo's bid to 


secure a permanent seat, 
KUNA added. 

“Kuwaiti diplomacy has no 
reservations at a II.. .and when 
the time comes our Japanese 
friends will find us on their 
side." KUNA said quoting 
Kuwaiti diplomatic sources. 

It said Mr. Kosugi would 
hold similar talks during his 
current tour which also 


includes Britain. France and 
Morocco. 

The United States has said 
it would support expanding 
the council’s permanent 
members from five to 10. 
including three seals for 
developing states from Asia. 
Africa and Latin America in 
addition to economic heavy- 
weights Germany and Japan. 





Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Chnrch 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 8 1 1295 
English-speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail during the weekend 
with winds northwesterly moder- 
ate to active, in Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 

Mini ./Max. Temperatures 


Amman 18/30 

Aqaba -.251/39 

Deserts 16/35 

Jordan Valley 214/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaha.30 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 38 per 
cent, Aqaba 29 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc IhwfiqQub’ain 623029 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideh ...736011 

Dc Hcham Kan’an 790286 

Dr. Awni Hawamdeh -...832350 

Rras pharmacy 66I9I2 

Ferdows p harmac y 778336 

A1 Asana pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Saiam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy -.637660 

Najib pharmacy _847632 

IRBID: 

Dn MazoiAbuBakir . . 276853 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre —..637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

— - .661111 

Crvfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ,_199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

— —.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ...... — -.787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 623101 

Abdali THepbone Repairs 

-...661101 

Jordan Tderfshn 7731 11 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority —680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 


.636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen ASa In£L Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

- 813813/32 

Khatidi Maternity, —644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity, — 64244 1/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjreeai 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Anny s Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


—(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
AI Hiknia Modern Hospital 
(091990990 

BREED: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

/romsws 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian CRT) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53M0 where it should 
always be verified 
Information on other flights are 
supplied 00 phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:45 —...Sanaa (RJ) 


09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

10d)5 Bombay (RJ) 

1020 .... -.Bahrain (RJ) 

1025 - Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 —Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 .Colombo (RJ 1 

1525 Kuwait (RJi 

15:55 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:05 Moscow (RJ) 

17 JO London (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

19:20 ... -Bangkok. Calcutta 

(RJ) 

19 J5 Abu Dhabi. AUAin(RJ) 
22:55 Doha (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:00 Rivadh (SV> 

13:55 Dnha(GF) 

14:40 ^hariqah(AH) 

16:00 Rome (AZ) 

19 JO TelAviv(LY) 

21 KM) .Cairo (MS) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

01:20 .Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

05:40 .London (BA) 

09:00 Dubai (EK) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:45 „J3eimt (RJ) 


07:20 Moscow (RJ) 

09:10 .Kuwait (RJ) 

11:50 ..Abu Dhabi, Al’Ain (RJ) 
11:55 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 ....Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
liJ5 Amsterdam, MoffleaL Tcraffl (W) 
12:55 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

13 JO Athens (RJ) 

13:25 — .London (RJ) 

17 JO — Doha(RJ) 

21:00 Madrid (Rh 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 Lamaca(RJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 ..Abu Dhabi. Dub ai (RJ) 


Other Flights 

04:00 

06:15 


.Athens (OA) 

„ Istanbul (TK) 


08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:50 Amsterdam (GA) 

09:10 -..London (BA) 

14 JO.— - Riyadh fSV) 

14:45 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15 JO Annaba (Algeria) (AH) 

17:00 /A * 

21:10 
22:00 


Jtoroe(AZ) 
.Tel Aviv (LY) 
.Cairo (MS) 


02:30 -Amsterdam (KL) 

_ . _ am m 
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REVIVING THE FESTIVAL: This picture dated 1960 shows French Theatre de la Gfe 
performing an adaptation of Alexandre Dumas' famous novel "The Three Musketeers* 
against a backdrop of majestic Roman temples during the Baalbeck festival in Lebanon. 
The Internationa] arts festival which was last held in 1974 before the 1975-90 dvil war 
resumes this year from July 24 to July 30 (AFP file photo) 

Baalbek revived amidst sound of 
Israeli jets and Islamist criticism 


er step in advertising the 
country is recovering from the 
civil war. But the show is a 
mere shadow of the pre-war 
extravaganzas that lasted 
weeks and drew- many inter- 
national performers. 

This year, the Caracalla 
company will perform for 
three nights. The only intona- 
tional programme will be July 
30. when Cellist Mstislav 
Roscropovitch performs with 
the 138-member philharmon- 
ic orchestra of Radio France. 

The festival is being staged 
at the ruins of a Roman forum 
built in the 2nd-3rd centuries 
A_D. Organisers have planned 
for about 2,000 spectators 
each night in Baalbek, which 
is 65 Idlometres east of the 
Lebanese capital. 

Among spectators expected 
for the opening night is Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi and the first 
lady, Mona. 
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Princess Sarvath celebrates birthday today 


AMMAN (IX) — HRH 
Princess SarvathEl Hassan 
lodayce&brales her SO* 
birthday.' . 

Bom in' Calcutta on ihe 
eve of the partition of the 
Indian - sub-continent, the 
Princess is the daughter of 
two prominent individuals 
in the areas of diplomacy 
anil public service, Her 
father, the late Mohammad 
Ikrarouflah. was Pakistan's 
first secretary of state fa- 
foreign affairs and ambas- 
sador to Canada, France 
and the United Kingdom 
among other countries. 

Her mother. Begum 
Shaista Suhrawardy Ikra- 
mullah, Who hails from the 
Suhrawacdy. family that 
originates m Iraq, was Pak- 
istan's first woman member 
of parliament. She also 
served as ambassador to 
Morocco and several times 
as delegate to the United 
Nations. 

The Princess lived in all 
the countries in which her 
parents, were posted, but 
was educated mainly in 
Britain. 

Their Royal Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hasson and 
Princess Sarvath were mar- 
ried in double ceremonies 
in Pakistan and Jordan in 
1968. They have four chil- 
dren: Their Royal High- 
nesses Princess Rahma, 
Princess Sumaya, Princess 
Badiya and Prince Rashid 
as well as three grandchil- 
dren. 

Since her marriage. 
Princess Sarvath has been 
involved in many aspects of 
life in Jordan, mainly in the 
fields of education and 



HRH Princess Sarvath El Hassan 


social welfare. 

A member of the Council 
of the Foundation of the 
international Baccalaureate 
Organisation. Princess Sar- 
vuih, in 1981. founded the 
Amman Baccalaureate 
School (ABS) under the 
umbrella of the Hashemite 
Society for Education. 

As an independent, non- 
profit co-education al insti- 
tution. the school has been 
a catalyst in contributing to 
the development of the edu- 
cational system in the coun- 
try. 

Among Princess Sar- 
vath’s other notable 
achievements are the estab- 
lishment of the Centre for 


Special Education, the 
Sheltered Workshop and 
the Princess Sarvath Col-* 
lege, under the auspices of 
the Young Muslim 
Women’s Association 
(YMWA) of which the 
Princess his been president 
since 1972. 

While the Centre for Spe- 
cial Education is regarded 
as a pioneering project in 
the care and education of 
the mentally challenged, 
the Sheltered Workshop 
provides graduates of the 
centre and others with 
training and job opportuni- 
ties. 

In addition to focusing on 
early childhood education. 


the Princess Sarvath Col- 
lege caters to the needs of 
women from less fortunate 
segments of society. 

Princess Sarvath’s contri- 
butions in the field of 
health services came 
through her involvement in 
the work of the Jordan Red 
Crescent Society (JRCS). 

Her Majesty the late 
Queen Zein El Shuraf hon- 
oured the Princess by ask- 
ing her to lake over the 
ladies branch of the JRCS, 
which was instrumental in 
setting up Lhe Al Hilal Hos- 
pital in 1952. 

The Princess later became 
ihe Honorary Vice Presi- 
dent of the Society which 
operates several hospitals 
and health clinics in differ- 
ent parts of the country., In 
1991, she spearheaded an 
international appeal that 
raised over SI million 
worth of medicine iuul 
medical supplies for Jor- 
dan. 

Princess Sarvath has 
recently become the Chair- 
woman of a committee 
overseeing the renovation 
of the Martyr’s Memorial. 

In recognition of her ser- 
vices to the country . His 
Majesty King Hussein 
bestowed upon Princess 
Sarvath the Grand Cordon 
of the Jewelled Order of the 
Renaissance (Al Nahda). 

Princess Sarvath is also 
die recipient of decorations 
and awards from other 
countries and international 
organisations, including the 
Abu Bakr Medal from the 
Arab Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. 


Peace Corps graduates volunteers from intensive 
cultural, language training courses in Kingdom 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - — . The Peace 
Corps in Jordan graduated 
its first group of volunteers 
from an intensive three- 
month cultural and Arabic 
language training course in 
an inauguration ceremony 
Wednesday. 

The course was preparing 
these volunteers for two 
years of community ser- 
vice. 

“The relationship and 
work our volunteers devel- 
op over the next two years 
will remain long after 
they’ve returned home," 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Wesley Egan said. 

Peace Corps Country 
Director Larry Bartlett con- 
gratulated the 27 volun- 


teers, and led them in a 
pledge of service to their 
host country and mission. 

Mr. Bartlett- cited an ini- 
tial Peace Corps founder, 
Hubert H. Humphrey, and 
exhorted the volunteers to 
follow his basic principles. 

“Peace is not passive, it is 
active." Mr. Bartlett quoted. 
“Peace does not happen, it 
requires work." 

Mr. Mamser congratulat- 
ed the volunteers and 
thanked die host families 
who cared for the volun- 
teers during their first 54 
days in the Kingdom. 

"I hope the volunteers 
take a clear and true image 
of Jordan back home to the 
United States,” Mr. 
Mamser stated. 

The ceremony marked the 
beginning of the Peace 


Corps mission in Jordan, as 
the volunteers left their host 
families to begin working 
in their respective sites. 

When the Jordan Times 
spoke with host mother 
Selma from Madaba, she 
expressed sadness that her 
“daughter" was leaving her 
to begin her mission. 

“All the volunteers have 
become like our children,” 
she said. “1 hope to host 
many more volunteers in 
the future.” 

The volunteers will be 
working with the Ministry 
of Social Development, 
Noor AJ Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF). Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF), and the Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN), Mr. 
Bartlett affirmed. 


“While you come as 
Americans, you will live 
and work as Jordanians,” he 
concluded. 

The 27 volunteers include 
20 women and seven men, 
including four married cou- 
ples. 

Jordan represents the 
132nd country where Peace 
Corps volunteers have 
served since its establish- 
ment in 1961. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment and the Peace Corps 
signed an agreement in 
October of last year, stipu- 
lating its establishment in 
the country. 

The ceremony was held 
under the patronage of 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammed 
Mamser and Ambassador 
Egan. 


Lawyer urges army chief to free Dakamseh 


AMMAN (AP) — A Jordanian soldier, 
sentenced to life in jail for slaying seven 
Israeli girls, has petitioned Jordan’s Army 
chief to free bun, the soldier’s lawyer said 
Wednesday. 

Corporal Ahmad Dakamseh sent the 
pica to field Marshal Abdul Hafez Marei 
Kaabaneh Tuesday through his lawyer, 
Hussein Mjeli. 

“We appealed to die army chief to cancel 
the court verdict and free him or re d u c e 
the sentence or halt its execution," said 
Mr. Mjeli, who headed the defence team 
dining Mr. Dakamseh 's seven-week trial. 

A military tribunal sentenced Mr. 
Dakamseh Saturday to life with hard 


labour. A life sentence is equivalent to 25 
years in prison under Jordanian law. 

The verdict cannot be appealed. But the 
army chief and His Majesty King Hussein 
have the power to reduce the sentence or 
cancel it Mr. Kaabnch’s decision was 
expected to be announced soon. 

Mr. Dakamseh, 26, was charged with 
premeditated murder, which carries the 
death penalty. But the court said the sen- 
tence was reduced because he was mental- 
ly unstable. 

The soldier shot the seven Israeli girls to 
death while they were on an outing to 
Naharayim island on the Jordan River, 
which Israel returned to Jordan under a 


J 994 peace treaty. 

He maintained the girls’ laughter both- 
ered bis prayers while he was on duty in 
the northern outpost, a popular attraction 
for Israelis. 

In a related development, a statement by 
Dakaroseh's relatives claimed that their 
northern village of Ibdir was placed under 
curfew one day after police clashed with 
demonstrators hurling stones during a 
protest in support of the soldier. 

A government official, insisting on 
anonymity, denied that a curfew was 
imposed, but said that security was beefed 
up to prevent violence. 







Her Majesty Queen Noor inaugurates the 16th annual Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts 

Queen opens Jerash Festiv; 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Lighting ihe torch 
in the Oval Piazza of the ancient 
Greco-Roman city of Jerash. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday 
launched the festivities of the 16th 
annual Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts. 

The ceremony was capped b> a per- 
formance at the South Theatre, hon- 
ouring Jordanian singers who have 
won national and regional .Arab com- 
petitions. a Royal Court statement 
said. 

The Queen also opened an exhibi- 
tion of the first Arab Sculptors' 
Forum, in which artists from Jordan. 
Syria, Iraq. Egypt, Palestine and 
Lebanon are participating. 

The Jerash Festival for Culture and 
Arts is one of Jordan's main summer 
tourist draws, attracting visitors from 
throughout the world and the region, 
particularly the Gulf countries. 

The festival’s promotion of local 
artisans and artists encourages 
craftspersons to produce 'innovate, 
high-quality products for both local 
and international visitors, the state- 
ment said. 

The Jerash Festival supports Jor- 
danian performers and artists by fos- 
tering their interaction with 
international artists. 

Jordanian performers have received 
scholarships from visiting troupes. 


while others have been invited to per- 
form abroad. 

Je rash's North Theatre, which has 
undergone extensive restoration, will 
be used for the first time in (he festi- 
val's history by hosting a poetry 
recital evening by ihe renowned poel 
Mahmoud Durwish. according to the 
statement. 

The North Theatre will also hold 
sophisticated music concerts by the 
Mediterranean. European Union 
(EU). Canadian. Polish and National 
Music Orchestras as well as Peter 
Tchaikovsky's "Sleeping Beauty" 
performed by the Russian Omsk bal- 
let. 

The South Theatre will fearurc the 
festival's popular shows, that include 
Iraqi singer Kaihem Al Saher. Egypt's 
Hani Shaker and Lebanon's Naw’al .Al 
Zu'bi, Assi Al Halani and Wael 
Kfouri. according to the statement 

Theatre lovers, frequenting the 
Artemis Theatre, will get a special 
treat when the Globe's celebrated 
Royal Shakespeare Company pre- 
sents its light-hearted comedy “A 
Midsummer Night's Dream." This 
will be followed by another Shake- 
spearean play — “Much Ado About 
Nothing" — performed by BLT. a tal- 
ented American troupe, the statement 
said. 

The Jordanian Actors Association 


will add an interesting sequel to the 
legend of Robin Hood with iheirpluv 
"Ferhood. son of Robin Hood." 

The festival offers a comprehensive 
range of children's activities which 
encompass plays, poetry recitals, 
book fairs, art exhibitions and musi- 
cal performances. 

Its annual Handicrafts Exhibition, 
located along the Colonnade Street, 
includes top quality handicrafts from 
throughout the Kingdom as well as 
Lebanon and Bahrain. 

Folkloric dances front Germany. 
South Africa, Japan. Greece. Chile 
and India will introduce newcomers 
to the festival and welcome back old 
favourites such as the Spanish Fla- 
menco and Jordan’s Al-Rozana dance 
troupes, according to the statement. 

Irbid's Arab Music Company, cur- 
rently documenting songs of the Arab 
World, will present their "Bilad AI- 
Sham" repertoire: while Algeria's 
operetta, entitled "Heizia will pro- 
vide a provocative blend of Western 
and Arabic music styles. 

Members of the Royal Family. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and his wife Jamie, the governor and 
mayor of Jerash and members of the 
Festival's Higher National Commit- 
tee accompanied Queen Noor to the 
opening. 


Premier affirms support for ISESCO, 
to leave for Malaysia on official visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali Wednesday reaf- 
firmed Jordan's backing for the 
Amman-based Islamic Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(ISESCO) and suggested that the 
organisation teach Arabic in non- Ara- 
bic speaking Islamic countries. 

During a meeting with ISESCO 
Director General Abdul Aziz Tweijri, 
the premier suggested that the private 
sector in Muslim countries help 
finance this project for the benefit of 
all Muslims. 

Mr. Tweijri outlined ISESCO’s 
activities and future projects as well as 
the agenda for the organisation's 
upcoming meeting. He affirmed the 
organisation’s appreciation for Jor- 
dan's continued support. 

Mr. Tweijri later met with Minister 
of Education and Higher Education 
Munther Masri and the two reviewed 
ISESCO's cooperation with Jordan in 
cultural, educational and scientific 
fields. 

Paying tribute to Jordan for its back- 
ing of ISESCO, he described the 
Kingdom's role as one of the founders 


of the organisation which was found- 
ed in 1982. 

Also Wednesday, the prime minister 
received President of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE)-based Ajman Uni- 
versity of Science and Technology 
Said Salman. 

The two reviewed cooperation 
between the university and Jordanian 
institutes of higher education. 

The Amman-based Arab Academy 
for Banking and Financial Studies 
Wednesday signed an agreement with 
the Ajman University for Science and 
Technology stipulating cooperation in 
training cadres for banks and financial 
institutions located in the UAE. 

Earlier. Dr. Majali called at the 
Lands and Survey Department and 
heard a briefing by Director Abdul 
Mun'em Samara Zoubi on Ihe depart- 
ment's activities and digital maps. 

Dr. Majali will pay an official visit 
to Malaysia beginning Friday for talks 
with government officials. 

He and his accompanying delega- 
tion are scheduled to attend an 
international economic conference 
there. 


Minister of Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi affirmed ihaL during 
the visit, Jordan and Malaysia will 
conclude several agreements related 
to health and medicine. 

Jordan will be sending physicians 
and nurses to Malaysian health centres 
and hospitals, he added. 

The two sides will conclude an 
agreement regarding Malaysian con- 
tributions for the construction of a 
nursing college at the Jordan Univer- 
sity of Science and Technology 
(JUST) as well as a community col- 
lege to teach rehabilitation of the 
physically disabled. 

The two sides will also discuss 
prospects for exporting Jordanian 
drugs to Malaysia. 

They are also slated to cover facili- 
ties offered in Jordan for Malaysian 
students to study in the Kingdom's 
medical and nursing colleges. 

The premier will be accompanied on 
his trip by the Ministers of Finance. 
Health and Medical Care and Tourism 
and Antiquities as well us various 
businesspersons. 
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Dead Sea spas discussed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf KunJi Wednesday met with Romanian Ambassador 
to Jordan loan Agaficioaia to discuss Romanian expertise 
in medical treatment through mineral water and how Jor- 
dan might benefit from such. The two discussed the poten- 
tial creation of therapeutic centres and spas in Jordan, par- 
ticularly in the Dead Sea area as well as cooperation in 
other health fields .The ambassador extended an invitation 
to the minister to visit Romania in order to inspect that 
country's spas and medical centres. 


Midsummer Night's Dream" at I Minister inspects summer camps 
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IRBID (Petra) — Minister of Education and Higher Edu- 
cation Munther Masri inspected the Al Hussein Summer 
Camps where youth are conducting voluntary work and 
community service. He supervised the youth, from gov- 
ernment schools in Jordan conducting maintenance work 
at schools in the lrbid Govemorate. 


RSCN announces camp programme 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Society for Conservation 
of Nature (RSCN) Wednesday announced that it has 
developed a programme for students participating in sum- 
mer camps. The programme orients youth on ways to safe- 


guard the environment through documentary films, slides 
and field work. The programme also outlines RSCN activ- 
ities in Jordan as well as caring for national wildlife 
reserves. 

RSS-UNEP cooperation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme (UNEP) has selected the Environmental Research 
Centre (ERC) of the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) us a 
regional collaborating centre associated with UNEP in 
preparing the annual report entitled “Global Environment 
Outlook*’ issued this year. ERC has also been selected as a 
collaborating centre with the UNEP-affiliated 
International Environmental Technology Centre, located in 
Japan, for information exchanges on environmentally 
sound technologies. 

Britain donates to Kufranjah society 

AMMAN (J.T.) — British Ambassador to Jordan Christo- 
pher Bauisconibe Wednesday presented the president of 
the Kufranjah Benevolent Society with a cheque of JD 
18.500. The society, established in 1988. will use this 
donation for the purchase of an agricultural tractor as an 
income-generating project. The Kufranjah Society focuses 
on providing medical aid for cerebral palsy patients as well 
as moral and financial support for Thelasemia patients. 
This donation comes within the British Partnership 
Scheme which concentrates on lending assistance through 
supporting income-generation projects. 
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Foreigners leave as anti-Taleban 
forces close in on Afghan capital 


KABUL ( AFP) — A group 
of about 20 expatriate aid 
workers pulled out of Kabul 
by road vtadnesday in res- 
ponse ro an offensive close 
to the city against the Tale- 
ban militia, witnesses said, 

“Its only a partial staff 
reduction, not an evacua- 
tion," stressed Ross Ever- 
son. Kabul chief of Agency 
Coordinating Body for 
Afghan Relief (ACBAR). 

ACBAR, an umbrella or- 
ganisation for 37 foreign- 
based humanitarian aid or- 
ganisations working in Ka- 
bul, recommended a reduc- 
tion in staff numbers as op- 
position forces closed in on 
the city. 

Anti-Taleban forces under 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood advanced over- 
night from Qarabagh dis- 
trict centre, 45 kilometres 
north of Kabul to Kalakan 
village a little closer to the 
capital, an opposition 
spokesman claimed. 

Intense fighting was 
reported on a new frontline 
in the Tagob Valley east of 
Kabul Wednesday. Tagob 
controls access to Sarobi 
district centre and the natio- 
nal highway from Kabul to 
the Pakistani border. 

In a surprise offensive 
launched last Saturday, Mr. 
Masood's ex-government 
forces captured the Parwan 


provincial capital Chari kar, 
64 kilometres north of 
Kabul and Bagram military 
air base to the southeast- 

opposition spokesman 
Abdullah said from the op- 
position alliance territory in 
northern Afghanistan that 
anti-Taleban troops had 
now entered Hossein Kot, 
north of Kabul. 

“After cutting off Taleban 
forces to the north we suc- 
ceeded in advancing into 
Hossein Kot,” he said. 

The claim could not be 
immediately confirmed. 
Journalists attempting to 
travel north of the capital 
have been prevented from 
leaving the city limits at 
tense Taleban checkposts. 

“We met little resistance 
and there is not much de- 
fence between our forces 
and Kabul, but we need to 
consolidate and assess the 
situation,” said the close 
aide of ex-government mili- 
tary Mr. Masood. 

Mr. Abdullah vowed that 
Mr. Masood’s forces — 
who together with northern 
ethnic Uzbek fighters and a 
Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat fac- 
tion form an anti-Taleban 
alliance — would keep 
mounting pressure on the 
capital, which has been held 
by the Islamic militia since 
last September. 

The fighting broke about 


six weeks of stalemate on 
the frontlines north of 
Kabul, and raised the spec- 
tre of factional fighting 
returning once again to the 
war-battered Afghan capi- 
tal. 

Apart from sporadic air 
raids, there has been no con- 
flict in Kabul since 
September 1996 when the 
Taleban Islamic militia 
ousted Mr. Masood and the 
government of ex-President 
B urhanuddin . Rabbani . 

The ACBAR pullout from 
Kabul did not cover for- 
eigners employed by the 
United Nations or the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross tICRC). who 
have not yet officially an- 
nounced any plans to re- 
duce their staff numbers. 

Mr. Everson said the for- 
eigners who had left Kabul 
early Wednesday morning 
by road for the Pakistani 
border were all volunteers. 
Some 100 ACBAR associ- 
ated expatriates remain in 
the Afghan capital. 

ACBAR has adopted a 
security level of three in 
Kabul, which Mr. Everson 
said meant stockpiling food 
and preparation for level 
four, which would be a total 
evacuation of foreigners. 

Mr. Everson said such a 
move would only take place 
if there were convincing 


signs that the fall of Kabul 
to Mr. Masood’s attacking 
force was imminent. 

It was not yet clear that 
Mr. Masood was advancing 
with the intention to capture 
Kabul, analysts said. For the 
meantime, the ex-defence 
minister appeared to be con- 
tent to inflict maximum 
damage on weakened 
Taleban defence forces, 
they said. 

However, Jeep-loads of 
Muslim militants were seen 
driving to Kabul from the 
eastern Afghan provinces 
Tuesday as reinforcements 
for the capital’s frontlines. 

Taleban prevented Kabul- 
based journalists from visit- 
ing the frontlines Wednes- 
day, making independent 
confirmation of conflicting 
battlefield claims impossi- 
ble. 

The current fighting indi- 
cated the belligerents have 
little faith in the current 
peace talks sponsored by 
Pakistan and the United Na- 
tions, observers said. 

The Taleban have called 
for the release of all prison- 
ers before agreeing to any 
ceasefire, whereas the op- 
position has apparently de- 
cided the military option is 
still viable. 


Clinton says UJS. probes 
records on Vatican holdings 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
Tuesday said the Treasury 
Department was reviewing 
its documents to determine 
the extent to which the 
Vatican may have held 
money taken from Nazi vic- 
tims during the World War 

n. 

His comments came after 
a U.S. cable television net- 
work reported the discovery 
of a 1946 Treasury Depart- 
ment document charging 
that the Vatican let Croatian 
Fascists hide gold coins and 
cash worth about $130 mil- 
lion that had been taken 
from Serbs and Jews. 

‘The Treasury Depart- 
ment has assured me that 
they have historians comb- 
ing the records and we will 
reveal whatever informa- 
tion we have and let the 
facts take us where they 
lead us,” Mr. Clinton told 
reporters at the White 
House. 

Chief Vatican spokesman 
Joaquin ' Navarro- Vails de- 
nied the allegations con- 
tained in the document, say- 


ing: “These reports have no 
basis in reality.” 

The World Jewish Cong- 
ress (WJO called on the 
Vatican to finally open its 
extensive World War II 
archives and to set up an 
independent commission to 
investigate its role in the 
war. 

WJC Vice-President 
Kalman Sultanik said: “The 
archives have remained 
sealed by the Vatican 
despite repeated pleas by 
scholars that they be 
opened. We believe this 
Pope who has recognised 
Israel and condemned anti- 
Semitism will rise above 
petty bureaucrats who seek 
to obscure the truth.” 

AE, a cable television net- 
work, said it came across 
the document during 
research for a two-hour doc- 
umentary, “Blood Money: 
Switzerland’s Nazi Gold,” 
to be broadcast Saturday. 

The find marked the first 
time in a more than a year- 
long hunt of U.S. national 
archives by researchers that 
the Vatican has been men- 


tioned in connection with 
gold looted by the Nazis or 
their allies. 

The previously classified 
document, dated October 
1946, said that pro-Nazi 
Croatian fascists removed 
about 350 million Swiss 
francs from Yugoslavia at 
the end of the war. 

In the document. U.S. 
Treasury Department offi- 
cial Emerson Bigelow 
wrote to the department’s 
director of monetary 
research that the British 
managed to capture only 
about 150 million. 

He said a reliable source 
in Italy had told him the 
Vatican held the rest and 
rumours were rife that much 
of that was later taken 
through a Vatican pipeline 
to Spain and Argentina. 

Meawnwhile. other 
researchers said they had 
found documents showing 
that the Vatican City Bank 
had substantial dealings 
with Swiss banks blacklist- 
ed by the allies for doing 
business with Germany and 
its Axis partners. 


S. Korea sees agreement 
on food aid to North 


BEUING (Rj — The South 
Korean Red Cross said 
Wednesday an agreement 
for more food aid for hun- 
gry North Korea would 
likely be signed this week 
despite a complaint by 
Pyongyang that Seoul’s 
offer was not enough. 

Southern officials had 
offered the North a food aid 
package of about 50,000 
tonnes of rice and corn, a 
plan similar to one agreed in 
May, said Lee Byoung- 
Woong, secretary general of 
the South Korean Red Cross 
Society. 

“We suggested the second 
assistance programme be 
almost the same as the first 
assistance programme,” Mr. 
Lee told reporters at a brief- 
ing after a first round of 
talks in Beijing. 

In Seoul, a South Korean 
Red Cross official said the 

50,000 tonnes of food 
would be available for deli- 
very to the disaster-plagued 
North by the end of 
October. 

“Our South Korean Red 
Cross also suggested to the 
North Korean Red Cross 
that medical items and 
clothes be exchanged.” Mr. 
Lee said. 

Mr. Lee said the talks had 
gone well, and South 
Korean embassy spokes- 
man Chang Moon Ik said 
Red Cross officials hoped 


an agreement could be 
signed after further meet- 
ings Thursday. 

However, Chue Gyongrin, 
head of the North Korean 
Red Cross delegation, said 
Seoul’s offer was not big 
enough, especially com- 
pared with aid donations 
from other countries. 

^Today’s talks were very 
friendly and I am very opti- 
mistic about the prospects 
of tomorrow's talks.” Mr. 
Choe told reporters after the 
morning round of talks. 

“They want as much as 
possible.” Seoul embassy 
spokesman Chang said, 
adding that the Southern 
Red Cross was unable to 
pledge more because it had 
to rely on private donations. 

International aid workers 
say the Communist North is 
on the brink of famine after 
floods in 1995 and 1996 
devastated much of the 
country’s farmland and 
industrial bases, exacerbat- 
ing already severe food 
shortages in the hermit 
nation. 

Pyongyang says severe 
drought is threatening to do 
even more damage to its 
crumbling agricultural sec- 
tor this year. 

The negotiations follow 
meetings in Beijing last 
May when the South 
Korean Red Cross pledged 

50,000 tonnes of grain aid 


for the Stalinist North. That 
shipment is due to be com- 
pleted later this month. 

In Wednesday's talks, the 
South voiced concern that 
previous food shipments 
may not have reached 
intended beneficiaries and 
proposed that future aid be 
sent via Panmunjom, the 
only border crossing bet- 
ween the two Koreas since 
the 1950-53 Korean War 
ended in an uneasy armis- 
tice. 

“The North doesn't want 
to open Panmunjom for 
political reasons." Mr. 
Chang said. “They don't 
want to show the aid came 
from South Korea." 

In previous talks. Seoul 
demanded the aid be dearly 
labelled as coming from 
South Korea and tried to 
win guarantees the humani- 
tarian aid would not fall into 
the hands of Pyongyang's 
military. 

The aid agreed to last may 
came on top of S16 million 
worth of donations made by 
Seoul in response to an 
appeal by the United Na- 
tions World Food Prog- 
ramme. 

Washington also this 
month nearly doubled its 
total food aid to North 
Korea to $52 million, 
intended to combat wide- 
spread malnutrition, partic- 
ularly among children. 


Liberia’s 
Taylor 
waits to be 
proclaimed 
president 

MONROVIA (R) — Libe- 
ria's electoral chiefs make 
final ballot checks Wednes- 
day before proclaiming for- 
mer warlord Charles Taylor 
winner of presidential elec- 
tions. 

Partial results announced 
Tuesday night gave Mr. 
Taylor an unassailable lead 
of more than 75 per cent 
over 1 1 rivals, assuring him 
the top job he failed to win 
by the gun. 

Elections Commission 
Chairman Henry Andrews 
told a news conference he 
hoped formally to an- 
nounce the winner by Wed- 
nesday night — certainly 
not later than Thursday, by 
law. 

He said Mr. Taylor had 
not been proclaimed the 
winner after Tuesday's 
results as the commission 
wanted to be sure turnout 
was as it estimated — 

600,000 from 700.000 reg- 
istered voters. 

Mr. Taylor needed 50 per 
cent plus to win on the first 
round. 

However, Mr. Andrews 
added: "Once these figures 
are released they are offi- 
cial and there’s nothing to 
stop you as journalists to 
draw your own conclusions 
(as to the winner)." 

Mr. Taylor addresses a 
Wednesday news confer- 
ence at 1 p.m. 11300 GMT) 
at his party headquarters. 

Liberians looking for 
strong leadership after an 
agonising seven-year civil 
war voted overwhelmingly 
Saturday for the man who 
started the fighting. 

The conduct of the presi- 
dential and general elections, 
Liberia’s first since 1985. 
received unanimous en- 
dorsement from more than 
500 foreign monitors and 
over 1,000 local observers. 

But other presidential 
candidates, defeated even 
on their home turf, cried 
foul as Mr. Taylor’s margin 
of victory stretched with 
each successive result bul- 
letin. 

The results gave Mr. Tay- 
lor’s National Patriotic Par- 
ty 356.548 votes or 75.4 
per cent from 472,863 
votes counted. 

His nearest rival Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf, the only 
woman in the presidential 
race, polled 45. 1 95 votes or 
9.5 per cent. 

At a news conference after 
the results bulletin, Ms. 
Johnson-Sirleaf expressed 
her scepticism as to the 
legality of Mr. Taylor's lead. 


Smoke comes out from the roof of the Musee de 1’ Homme in Paris, Wednesday. Around one-hundred' 
are battling a blaze at the Paris museum, located near the Eiffel Tower, which holds collections on 
pre-history and ethnology of cultures from all over the woridf The museum also houses a library of j 
volumes and the Museum of Cinema. The extent of the damage is not yet known (Reuter photo) 

Fire ravages Museum of Mankind in Pi 


PARIS l AFP) — French 
firefighters battled for seven 
hours to put out a spectacu- 
lar fire which ravaged the 
roof of the Palais De 
Chaillot, a Paris landmark 
overnight, causing exten- 
sive damage. 

Although the blaze was 
confined to the roof, it was 
feared that exhibits in the 
east wing of the monument 
had suffered water damage. 

The building had been 
undergoing restoration 
work at the time. Police said 
Wednesday that the fire had 
probably started accidental- 
ly and could be connected 
to welding work which had 
been carried out on the roof. 

More than 100 firemen 
took three hours to bring the 
blaze under control and 
seven hours to extinguish it. 


Two of the fire fighters were 
slightly hurt. 

Thick, acrid smoke bil- 
lowed out onto the Trocade- 
ro Square, overlooking the 
Eiffel Tower. Firemen 
struggled to contain the 
flames as the fire fed off the 
incendiary material of the 
roof, made from wood, zinc 
and glass. 

The blaze erupted late 
Tuesday evening in the 
wing that houses the Mu- 
seum of French Monuments 
and the Museum of Cinema. 

The collections were not 
damaged in the fire, buL it 
was feared the water used to 
put it out might have caused 
damage. 

“It Is difficult to tell for 
the moment,” a fire services 
spokesman said. 

Dozens of reels of film 


were moved out of the Hen- 
ri-Langlois Cinema Mu- 
seum situated in the base- 
ment of the building, while 
firemen moved out anything 
else they could away from 
the rising water. 

Guy Cogeval, director of 
the monuments museum, 
said he was worried about 
fragile plaster casts being 
damaged. 

“The heart of the museum, 
the most beautiful part, is af- 
fected. The (section) houses 
plaster casts which are very 
fragile,'' he said. 

The museum. which 
stretches over 16,000 square 
metres on four levels, opened 
in 1882. 

The building was de- 
signed by architect Eugene 
Emmanuel Viollet-Le-Duc 
and housed a collection of 


Nine countries urge U.N. membership for Taiwan 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The United Nations formal- 
ly circulated Tuesday a let- 
ter from nine countries ask- 
ing the General Assembly to 
consider U.N. membership 
for Taiwan. 

This is the fifth successive 
year such a request has been 
made in .advance of the 
annual assembly session 
opening in September. 

The effort has been blocked 
each time in the assembly’s 
steering committee which 
decided, after hearing sup- 
porters and opponents, that 
there was insufficient back- 
ing to inscribe the item on the 
agenda for the session. 

The Nationalist Chinese 
Republic and its army fled 
to Taiwan in 1949 after los- 
ing the mainland to the 
Communists in a civil war. 
But Taiwan continued to 
hold China's U.N. seat until 
it was ousted by the General 
Assembly in 1971 and 
replaced by the Beijing gov- 
ernment, which regards Tai- 
wan as a renegade province. 

This year’s letter was 
signed by representatives of 
Burkina faso. Dominica. 
Gambia. Grenada, Guinea- 


Bissau, Nicaragua, Senegal. 
Solomon Islands and Swa- 
ziland. 

China, a permanent mem- 
ber of the Security Council, 
has already reacted angrily 
to the move. A Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman in Bei- 
jing called it a “reckless 
trampling of the U.N. Char- 
ter’’ and a “crude interfer- 
ence in China’s internal 
affairs." 

China’s U.N. envoy, 
Ambassador Qin Huasun. in 
a letter Tuesday to Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan, 
strongly urged “Nicaragua 
and a very small number of 
other countries to redress 
their erroneous acts imme- 
diately.” 

Referring to Hong Kong’s 
return to Beijing’s rule ear- 
lier this month and to the 
1999 reversion of the Portu- 
guese colony of Macau, he 
continued: “Facts will prove 
that the concept of ‘one 
country, two systems’ is not 
only a good way to settle the 
questions of Hong Kong 
and Macau, but will also 
certainly succeed in Tai- 
wan.” 

Mr. Qin added: “Only 


national reunification is the 
fundamental guarantee of 
the interests of the Taiwan 
compariots. Only with the 
accomplishment of peaceful 
reunification can the Taiwan 
compatriots truly and fully 
enjoy, together with other 
Chinese people of all ethnic 
groups, the dignity and 
prestige attained by their 
great motherland in the 
world.” 

An explanatory memoran- 
dum attached to the nine- 
nation letter said: "Two 
governments have been co- 
existing within China for 
nearly half a century, which 
is unique in the internation- 
al community." 

It also said the 1971 
General Assembly resolu- 
tion “violates the spirit of 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights” and that 
“the Republic of China on 
Taiwan fully meets the re- 
quirements for United Na- 
tions membership.” 

Other arguments made in 
the letter included: "Parallel 
participation in the United 
Nations by the two sides of 
the Taiwan Straits would be 
conducive to regional secu- 


rity and world peace.” “Full 
participation of the Repub- 
lic of China on Taiwan in 
the United Nations is a vital 
issue affecting the integrity 
of the United Nations and 
its viability in the 21st cen- 
tury.” "The General As- 
sembly’s review of its own 
resolutions is not without 
precedent” and “the General 
Assembly should reexamine 
the deficiencies of (the 1971 
resolution) in order to 
restore promptly to the 215 
million people of the Re- 
public of China on Taiwan 
the lawful right to partici- 
pate in all activities within 
the United Nations system." 

In view of the extreme 
sensitivity of the issue to 
Beijing, the U.N. secretarial 
appended a disclaimer, say- 
ing the nine-nation docu- 
ment “has been reproduced 
as received.” 

It added: “The designa- 
tions employed do not 
imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the 
part of the secretariat of the 
United Nations concerning 
the legal status of any coun- 
try. territory or area, or of its 
authorities.” 


Blocks of ice crash down from sky in Brazil 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Two large blocks of ice 
which crashed in Brazil’s 
Sao Paulo state from clear 
skies are most likely part of 
a meteorite, a Brazilian re- 
searcher said Tuesday. 

“It’s very strange. In prin- 
ciple they look tike normal 
ice, have no smell. But we 
are analysing the two blocks 
and we should have some- 
thing at the end of this 
week,” said Jurandir Zullo. 
researcher at Campinas 
State University. 

T think the most likely 
answer is that they are part 


of a meteorite," he added. 

The first block of ice 
slammed through the tiled 
roof of a bus factory on July 
1 1 in Campinas, 1 00 kilome- 
tres north of the state capital 
of Sao Paulo. 

"People who saw it just 
after it landed said that it 
was around eight inches by 
3 1 inches," Mr. Zullo said. 

“They then put it in the 
freezer but it still melted a 
little. When we got there, it 
weighed about 50 kilo- 
grammes.” he added. 

The second block plum- 
meted down on July 15. 


causing a small crater in a 
rural area some 60 kilome- 
tres north of Campinas. 

Officials at the local air- 
port at Campinas have ruled 
out the possibility the ice 
may have fallen off a pass- 
ing aircraft. 

'The tower at the airport 
has said there were no air- 
planes passing when the ice 
blocks fell,” Mr. Zullo said. 

A meteorologist at the 
National Institute for Space 
Studies said there was no 
climatic feature on both 
days which could have 
accounted for the two ice 


blocks. 

"I am also very curious,” 
he said. 

Mr. Zullo said he had only 
heard of one other previous 
incident in Brazil when a 
crater was found in the 
Amazon and scientists sus- 
pected a block of ice which 
had subsequently melted. 

In April 1995, Chinese 
experts, saying it could be a 
scientific First, recovered 
what they believed to be 
chunks of meteoric ice that 
plummeted to Earth in Zhei- 
jang province. _ 


Pacific leaks flood out from Canberra 


CANBERRA (R) — Aust- 
ralia. already embarrassed 
by the loss of a top secret 
paper slating its Pacific 
neighbours, faced further 
discomfort Wednesday with 
more leaks, including an 
angry diplomatic E-mail. 

As international criticism 
continued over the First 
gaffe, the leaked Foreign 
Affairs Department memo 
criticised “securocrats” in 
Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward’s intelligence office 
for believing in “a darker 


reality.” 

The government Wednes- 
day widened an inquiry into 
Reuters’ publication last 
week of a 93-page Austeo — 
Australian Eyes Only — 
paper which contained a 
scathing assessment of 
South Pacific economies and 
leaders. The inquiry will 
now include a second Austeo 
paper published Wednesday. 

A third document has also 
leaked out. a diplomatic me- 
mo criticising Mr. Howard’s 
Office of National Assess- 


ments' scathing rundown on 
the Pacific. It was stapled to 
notes given to journalists at 
a briefing on another issue. 

‘The fundamental prob- 
lem seems to be that assess- 
ment agencies are disdain- 
ful of reality as presented by 
those of us out in the field 
and convinced thaL there is 
some darker reality which 
only they, from their securo- 
crats’ ivory tower, can 
detect and on which, as they 
jump at shadows, they insist 
on having the last word,” 


said the memo from Itoi 
Lincoln, dated Wednesday. 

The Department of Fo- 
reign Affairs and trade lists 
Mr. Ian Lincoln as Austra- 
lia’s deputy high commis- 
sioner to New Zealand. A 
department spokeswoman 
told Reuters she could not 
comment on what appeared 
to be private correspon- 
dence between two people- 

The second Austeo docu- 
ment said neighboring 
New Zealand's defence 
spending was “inadequate. 


some 6,000 plaste^cas 
70 models of 
Roman churches and monu- 
mental sculpture. 

Minister of Culture and 
Communication Catherine 
Trautmann spent several 
hours at the scene and said 
she was very distressed. She 
entered the museum to 
inspect the damage once the 
Fire was brought under con- 
trol. 

The blaze started on the roof 
of the east wing which had 
just undergone an 18-month 
restoration. The flames, first 
spotted by Mr. Cogeval from 
his flat overlooking the wing 
spread rapidly. 

Three explosions were 
heard, the firemen's spokes- 
man said, suggesting they 
had been caused by gas or 
acetylene tanks. 
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A Thai ranger guards the Chong Join checkpoint in Thailand’s northeastern province or Surin, at the border with 
Cambodia, Wednesday. Thai authorities have ordered a temporary shut down of the checkpoint following heavy 
fighting inside Cambodia which forced thousands of Cambodians to flee towards the Thai border (Reuter photo) 

Pakistani police step up drive against militants 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistani police Wednesday 
were questioning scores of 
suspected Shiite militants 
arrested in a raid on a reli- 
gious school in Punjab 
province which has been 
plagued by sectarian vio- 
lence, officials said. 

Tuesday's raid marked a 
tougher approach in the 
government crack down 
on religiously-motivated 
attacks in Punjab where 
more than 100 people from 
the majority Sunni and the 
minority Shiite communi- 
ties have been killed this 
year. 

Around 175 people were 
rounded up. when some 300 
police backed by armoured 
personnel carriers stormed a 
large Shiite school. J ami anil 
Muntazir, in Punjab's 
provincial capital Lahore. 

Lahore police chief 
Zulfikar Ahmed Cheeraa 
said the operation was 
launched after ‘"concrete" 
information the school was 


sheltering people involved 
in sectarian killings. 

Police said 25 people 
were freed after questioning 
but 150 were still under 
interrogation Wednesday. 

A Shiite scholar. Ghulam 
Hasan Najafi, accused of 
“provocative" religious 
writings, was among those 
held, police said. 

The months of bloodshed 
have been blamed on rival- 
ries between a Sunni mili- 
tant group Sipah-i-Sahaba 
Pakistan (SSP) and its 
Shiite counterpart Sipah-i- 
Mohammad Pakistan 
(SMP), both based in 
Punjab. 

The Punjab police have 
detained hundreds of sus- 
pects in tbe past few weeks 
and stepped up security 
around places of worship in 
sensitive areas. 

The government has also 
taken steps to curb provoca- 
tive literature and writings 
and threatened action 
against anyone publishing 


such material. 

Police said similar opera- 
tions could be conducted in 
other madressas (seminar- 
ies) suspected of either 
fuelling hatred or training 
and harbouring religious 
militants. But they did not 
identify the institutions. 

“U is a sensitive issue" 
and the authorities would 
first carefully “scrutinise” 
the working of the madres- 
sas through their own agen- 
cies before any raids, a 
police officer in Lahore 
said. 

Thousands of religious 
schools across the country 
are managed by Sunni and 
Shiite groups which give 
board and lodging Lo stu- 
dents enrolled in classes for 
Koranic teaching. 

President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari and Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif have fre- 
quently expressed grave 
concerns over sectarian ten- 
sion and appealed to reli- 
gious scholars to help curb 


the “menace." 

Pakistan has a population 
of 130 million people domi- 
nated by Sunni Muslims. 
The Shiite Muslims only 
form around 20 per cent. 

The SSP, set up in early 
1980s. blames Shiite cleigy 
for showing disrespect in 
writing and speeches 
towards the Companions of 
the Prophet Mohammad and 
demands the Shiite sect be 
ex-communicated from 
Islam. 

The Punjab police recent- 
ly arrested nine people 
described as key members 
of underground terrorist 
gang which they said 
included some SSP mem- 
bers whose leader Azam 
Tariq has been under deten- 
tion since May. 

Mr. Tariq was taken into 
custody after the high pro- 
file murder of a senior 
police official who was also 
a relative of Interior Minis- 
ter Chaudhry Shuajat Hus- 
sain. 


Pakistan tells Japan of fears from India 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pa- 
kistani leaders told Japan's 
foreign minister Tuesday 
they felt threatened by arch- 
rival India, and he urged the 
two sides to settle disputes 
through talks. 

Pakistani President Fa- 
rooq Leghari told visiting 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
Ikeda that Islamabad felt 
threatened by tbe develop- 
ment and alleged deploy- 
ment of missiles by New 
Delhi. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif also spoke of security 
concerns, . according to 
Pakistan government state- 
ments on the talks. 

However, a Japanese 
spokesman said Mr. Ikeda 
advised Pakistani authori- 
ties to sign the nuclear 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) even before 
India did so. 

Spokesman Nobuaki Ta- 


naka told reporters Japan 
also wanted India and Pa- 
kistan to exercise self-rest- 
raint and resolve their dis- 
pute over the Himalayan 
region of Kashmir through 
talks. 

Mr. Ikeda had urged Mr. 
Sharif and Foreign Minister 
Gohar Ayub Khan that Pa- 
kistan should sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treat y (NPT) and the 
CTBT, Mr. Tanaka said. 

“We further asked Pakis- 
tan to take even tbe volun- 
tary step forward, even per- 
haps before India, to join in 
this (CTBT) treaty because, 
after all. this treaty would 
not come into effect without 
India. So why not Pakistan 
take the lead?" 

However, a Pakistani 
statement quoted Mr. 
Leghari as telling Mr. Ikeda 
that it was “not possible for 
Pakistan to make unilateral 


commitments without si- 
multaneous pledges by In- 
dia to respect regional and 
international obligations." 

Mr. Leghari also ex- 
pressed concern at what he 
called the threat posed by 
the alleged deployment of 
medium-range Prithvi mis- 
siles near the Pakistani bor- 
der and development of 
long-range missiles by In- 
dia, the statement said. 

Mr. Sharif briefed Mr. 
Ikeda on recent develop- 
ments in Indo-Pakistan ties 
and drew his attention to 
"security concerns of Pakis- 
tan in the present scenario," 
another Pakistani statement 
said. 

Pakistan says it w ill no t 
sign the NPT or CTBT 
unless India does so. Pakis- 
tan has fought three wars 
with India since they gained 
independence from Britain 
in 1947. 


Pakistani officials told the 
Japanese minister thaL 
Islamabad was “not really 
negative about CTBT or ne- 
gative about disarmament," 
Mr. Tanaka said. 

Both countries are regard- 
ed as potential nuclear pow- 
ers, with India having ex- 
ploded a nuclear device in 
1974 and Pakistan saying it 
had acquired the know-how 
to make nuclear arms, but 
had decided not to do so. 

Mr. Ikeda ruled out the 
possibility of Japan mediat- 
ing between India and Pa- 
kistan in the dispute over 
Kashmir, the cause of two 
wars between the two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Ikeda arrived in Isla- 
mabad Monday for a two- 
day visit to Pakistan at the 
start of a three-nation Asian 
trip that will also take him 
to India and Malaysia. 


Police hunt alleged Versace killer in north U.S. 


MIAMI BEACH (R) — Po- 
lice hunting Andrew 
Cunanan, prime suspect in 
the murder of Italian fashion 
icon Gianni Versace, 
searched for him in the 
northeastern state of New 
Hampshire Tuesday. 

Police said they received a 
call ftom a sporting goods 
store clerk in the town of 
West Lebanon saying a man 
fitting Mr. Cunanan ’s 
description had made a pur- 
chase and then left the area, 
beading north, in a gray 
Mercedes Benz with Florida 
licence plates. Mr. Cunanan, 
America’s most wanted 
man, is also a suspect in four 
killings in northern U.S. 
states since April. 

New Hampshire is virtual- 
ly the entire length of die 
United States from tbe 
southeastern stale of Florida, 
where Mr. Cunanan is want- 
ed in connection with the 
shooting of Versace to death 
outside his Miami Beach 
mansion on July 15. 


Lebanon, near Boston, is 
also about three hours by car 
from tbe U.S.-Canadian bor- 
der. 

Police searched the 
Lebanon area for more than 
two hours but were unable to 
find either the car or the sus- 
pect. 

Canadian police in Van- 
couver. British Columbia, 
said earlier Tuesday that Mr. 
Cunanan had spent time in 
the city last summer but 
there was no sign he had 
been there recently. 

Hundreds of people think 
they might have spotted Mr. 
Cunanan but a week after the 
slaying of Versace, be was 
still at large, considered 
armed and dangerous by 
authorities. 

The FBI confirmed 
Tuesday that the gun that 
killed Versace was tbe same 
weapon used in two other 
murders allegedly commit- 
ted by Mr. Cunanan. 

Ballistics tests showed the 
bullets that killed an archi- 


tect in Minnesota and a 
gravedigger in New Jersey 
came from the same .40 cal- 
ibre handgun used in 
Versace’s murder. Minnesota 
FBI spokeswoman Coleen 
Rowley said. 

As superstar friends of 
Versace attended a memorial 
mass in Milan, Italy, investi- 
gators in Miami and the FBI 
in Washington sifted through 
hundreds of tips phoned in 
on two special murder hot- 
lines. 

Mr. Cunanan. 27, 
described by police as a 
homosexual prostitute, is 
wanted in a total of four 
murders before Versace’s 
including dial of his former 
male lover. 

Police said over the week- 
end thar he is a master of dis- 
guise who may be dressing 
as a woman to avoid capture. 

According to calls to 
police, he has variously been 
seen playing darts in a 
Miami Beach bar. hanging 
out on die beach or mingling 


with crowds of mourners 
and gawkere outside .Ver- 
sace's mansion. 

“However, none of the 
sightings reported since the 
homicide have been con- 
firmed," police said in a 
statement. 

Versace was shot twice in 
tbe bead by a lone gunman 
as be walked back to his 
oceanfront mansion in 
Miami Beach’s fashionable 
art deco South Beach neigh- 
bourhood. 

Mr. Cunanan. for whom a 
$45,000 reward has been 
offered, is the only suspect. 

Local television in Miami 
said Tuesday that police 
were checking records at a 
Miami Beach library. 

Police believed Mr. 
Cunanan borrowed a book 
by an author whose other 
work includes a novel about 
a homosexual love triangle 
at Italy’s Lake Como, where 
Versace kept a bouse and 
where his ashes were placed 
in a vault last week. 


Cambodia royalists reportedly 
consolidate hold on Samrong 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Troops loyal to Cambodia’s 
ousted fust prime minister 
Wednesday consolidated 
their hold on the key north- 
western town of Samrong, a 
Thai army officer said. 

The Thai officer, based in 
northeast Thailand on the 
border with Cambodia, said 
there was no heavy fighting 
Wednesday. 

"It seems the situation is 
calmer today.” the officer 
told Reuters in Thailand. 
“They are consolidating 
their hold on Samrong.” 
Royalist forces took Sam- 
rong, some 330 kilometres 
northwest of Phnom Penh 
and 30 kilometres from the 
Thai border, earlier this 
week. 

A Cambodian army officer 
under Second Prime Minis- 
ter Hun Sen Tuesday con- 
firmed dial government 
forces were being pushed 
back from Samrong. He said 
royalist forces were being 
helped by Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas. 

“There are more troops 
there than we expected." 
said the officer who declined 
to be identified. Royalist 
leaders have denied any mil- 
itary link-up with the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Thousands of civilians 
have fled the area of fight- 

Chechens 
threaten 
to rescue 
N. Ossetia 
hostages by 
force 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
breakaway region of Che- 
cbenya warned Wednesday 
it will use force to free 
Chechens being held hos- 
tage in the southern Rus- 
sian republic of Nortfi Os- 
setia if tbe authorities there 
do not take action. 

“If the North Ossetian au- 
thorities do hot go half way 
with us chi this legitimate 
demand, we will be obliged 
to use out force," First De- 
puty Prime Minister Mov- 
iadi Udugov told ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

Mr. Udugov said it was 
the “legitimate duty of any 
state to protect its innocent 
citizens anywhere on the 
planet" 

In addition to freeing the 
two hostages seized by 
gunmen on a bus in North 
Ossetia on July 8, Mr. Udu- 
gov said the Chechen gov- 
ernment wanted the cul- 
prits to be handed over. 

He said a special unit had 
been formed for such a 
mission. 

Reports at the time said 
the gunmen were taking the 
captives to hold against the 
return of a relative held 
hostage in tbe Russian re- 
public of Ingushetia, which 
borders Cbechenya. 

Five Chechens were ini- 
tially seized and three then 
freed. 

Mr. Udugov 's threat 
came amid growing tension 
in tbe troubled region. 

In the past weeks there 
have been violent attacks 
by Ossetians against In- 
gush, a firefight between 
Chechens and Ingush on 
their poorly defined border, 
and a bomb attack against 
Russian soldiers in another 
nearby republic, Dagestan. 

Overnight three Chechen 
policemen died during an 
attempt to arrest an uniden- 
tified criminal, who was 
also killed in the firefight 
Interfax reported from the 
capital Grozny. 

Meanwhile, a Russian 
prisoner of war was re- 
leased Wednesday, ITAR- 
TASS said without giving 
details. 

Hundreds of soldiers 
remain missing in Cheche- 
nya, where fighting ended 
in August 1996. 

Most are believed to have 
been buried in unmarked 
graves, but some are still 
held prisoner, often by fa- 
milies hoping to barter tbe 
retum of their own sons 
who were captured or ar- 
rested by the Russians. 


ing, many heading for 
Thailand. 

Thai authorities estimated 
about 20,000 Cambodians 
were waiting at the border 
and said they would be 
allowed to cross to Thai soil 
if tbe fighting worsened. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR i said Tuesday it 
was concerned that Thailand 
was not allowing civilians to 
cross into Thailand and that 
the UNHCR was not being 
allowed into tbe area. 

"We are increasingly con- 
cerned about reports that 
thousands of people may be 
massing at Cambodia’s bor- 
der with Thailand and are 
not being allowed to cross." 
UNHCR spokeswoman Pam 
O'toole told a news briefing. 

The UNHCR was appeal- 
ing to the Thai authorities to 
open the bonders, she said. 

Mr. Hun Sen ousted Prince 
Ranariddh in a bloody coup 
on July 6 after driving the 
prince’s forces from Phnom 
Penh. 

Sporadic fighting between 
the two sides has continued 
in the northwest and intensi- 
fied at the weekend as Mr. 
Hun Sen rejected a regional 
effort to get peace "talks 
going. 

Meanwhile. Thai Prime 
Minister Chavalit Yongchai- 


yudh Wednesday warned 
ousted Cambodian Premier 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
not to use the country as a 
venue for political manoeu- 
vring. 

Mr. Chavalit also reiterat- 
ed that Thailand would not 
play a leading role in trying 
to end the conflict between 
Prince Ranariddh and 
strongman Hun Sen. 

"It is not appropriate for 
him i Prince Ranariddh) to 
use Thailand as the base for 
political manoeuvres or to 
use i i as the point to meet 
with his supporters here 
because it would lead to the 
misunderstanding." Mr. 
Chavalit told reporters. 

Prince Ranariddh, who 
fled Cambodia on the eve of 
a bloody coup staged by 
Second Prime Minister Hun 
Sen in Phnom Penh earlier 
this month, has been seeking 
support from the world com- 
munity after Mr. Hun Sen 
announced the prince was no 
longer first prime minister. 

Prince Ranariddh met sev- 
eral ASEAN (Association of 
South East Asian Nations) 
foreign ministers in Bang- 
kok fast week os part of the 
group’s effort to solve the 
political turmoil in Cambo- 
dia. 

But the three foreign min- 
isters failed after Mr. Hun 


Sen shunned their mediation 
attempts. 

Prince Ranariddh then 
held an emotional news con- 
ference in Bangkok before 
going to Singapore, where 
he met Prime Minister Goh 
Cbok Tong. He was due to 
return to the Thai capital to 
meet U.S. special envoy 
Stephen Solarz Thursday. 

Several Cambodian mem- 
bers of parliament loyal to 
Prince Ranariddh who have 
also fled Phnom Penh have 
based themselves in Bang- 
kok temporarily, and have 
sent out news releases and 
held meetings to drum up 
-support for their movement, 
i Mr. Chavalit said Thailand 
would not play a leading role 
in resolving its neighbour's 
problems. 

"Thailand will only help 
resolve the problem within 
the framework of ASEAN," 
he said. 

In the 1980s, Thailand 
played a leading role in sup- 
porting the resistance forces 
in Cambodia, which were 
comprised of Prince Ranari- 
ddh's FUNCINPEC party, 
the Khmer Rouge and other 
small armed guerrilla fac- 
tions. They were fighting 
against the Vietnamese-ins- 
talled government in Phnom 
Penh. 


First Oder dyke gives way but 
Brandenburgers brave evacuation 


POTSDAM (AFP) — A 
first dyke gave way to high 
floods in Germany's Oder 
Valley Wednesday but most 
home owners braved calls 
by authorities to get them- 
selves out of harm’s way, 
officials said. 

Brandenburg stare's Inte- 
rior Minister Alwin Ziel 
said residents of the area 
had been asked to leave 
their homes immediately 
after a dyke broke near 
Brieskow-Finkenheerd 


south of Frankfurt-An-Der- 
Oder. 

About 10 villages were 
affected by the floods in the 
area, the minister said in a 
radio interview. 

“When dykes give way, 
floods will rise by meters,” 
warned Mr. Ziel. 

Before the latest develop- 
ment, only 200 people had 
been evacuated near the 
junction of the Oder and 
Neisse rivers. Evacuees 
were mostly women, while 


men remained in their 
homes for fear of looters. 

Farmers in the Oder 
marshes Wednesday also 
began evacuating 40,000 
head of cattle. 

Water levels on the Oder 
were stable overnight 
around record marks after 
torrential rains in the Czech 
Republic and Poland earlier 
this month. 

The floods have killed 50 
people in the Czech Repub- 
lic and 60 others in Poland. 


Mowlam plays down IRA arms 
surrender plan’s likely defeat 


BELFAST (R) — Britain’s 
Northern Ireland secretary 
Mo Mowlam played down 
tbe likely defeat of crucial 
arms surrender plans at Bel- 
fast peace talks later Wed- 
nesday. 

“It's not a disaster, it is 
clearly a setback but no one 
ever said this would be 
easy," Mrs. Mowlam told 
the BBC a few hours before 
a vote on Anglo-Irish “par- 
allel decommissioning" 
plans. 

Tbe plans, which would 
allow pro-British and pro- 
Irish guerrilla groups to 
hand over their weapons 
during peace talks, rather 
than before or after, are tbe 
centrepiece of efforts to 
kickstart the year-old nego- 
tiations. 

Mrs. Mowlam said that 
despite huge controversy, 
which has led to two Unio- 
nist parties walking out of 
the negotiations, the key 
Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) would say at the 
talks. 

“The plus point is that 
although the Ulster Unio- 
nist Party has not been able 
to agree, they are not walk- 
ing away." 

Despite expecation of a 
rebuff Wednesday, the gov- 
ernment remained commit- 
ted to a SepL 15 target for 
the start of substantive 
peace talks, Mrs. Mowlam 
said 


The talks are supposed to 
frame a lasting settlement 
between pro-British Protes- 
tants and the Catholic Irish 
Nationalist minority to end 
three decades of conflict 
which have killed 3.200 
people. 

Unionist leaders are angry 
that a new ceasefire by the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) will allow the guer- 
rillas’ Sinn Fein political 
spokesmen a seat at sub- 
stantive peace talks in Sep- 
tember without an IRA 
commitment to give up its 
arms. 

The same rules will also 
apply to “loyalist" extrem- 
ists, pro-British guerrilla 
groups whose political 
spokesmen are already tak- 
ing part in the negotiations. 

The UUP, the biggest 
voice of the British. Protes- 
tant majority, said after 
talks with Prime Minister 
Tony Blair that it would op- 
pose government arms de- 
commissioning plans Wed- 
nesday but would not walk 
out of the talks. 

Ken Maginnis, the UUP's 
security affairs spokesman, 
said: “My understanding is 
that there has been no im- 
mediate breakthrough and 
on that basis it is certain 
that we will be voting down 
the government’s paper." 

The second largest Protes- 
tant party, the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP), said 


it would walk out after vot- 
ing against the arms propos- 
al. 

Its leader Ian Paisley, one 
of the Unionist cause’s most 
forceful spokesmen, said 
after talks with the prime 
minister that the Northern 
Ireland peace talks were 
“dead in the water." 

Mr. Paisley denounced 
Mr. Blair’s government for 
its readiness to negotiate 
with “IRA/Sinn Fdin terror- 
ists" and said admitting 
Sinn Fein to tbe talks was 
an “act of betrayal." 

The smaller U.K. Unio- 
nist Party said Monday it 
was quitting the talks. 

Peace talks participants 
will vote on an Anglo-Irish 
proposal that decommis- 
sioning of guerrilla arms be 
tackled by a subcommittee 
in parallel with political ne- 
gotiations. 

Political sources said that 
if the government loses the 
vote, talks could continue 
either on a bilateral basis 
■between factions, or as 
“proximity" talks in sepa- 
rate rooms. 

. Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams urged the Unionists 
to stay at the conference 
table and join his party in 
trying to bridge the deep 
gulf between them. 

Sinn Fein says the hand- 
ing over of weapons should 
be part of a final settlement, 
not negotiations. 


Scientists: Mars would 
be great playground 


PASADENA (R) — Mars 
would make a great play- 
ground for children, a place 
where they could romp in the 
fine Martian sand and jump 
over one metre rocks with 
ease, scientists said Tuesday. 

Basking in the “spectacular 
success" of the Mare Path- 
finder mission, with the little 
Sojourner rover trekking 
across tbe red planet, scien- 
tists on the project allowed 
themselves a little whimsy at 


their weekly news briefing 
as they made Mars sound 
like the next Disneyland. 

But they also turned seri- 
ous, saying that two commu- 
nications blackouts over tbe 
last two weekends had not 
hampered the historic mis- 
sion, which put the first 
wheeled vehicle on another 
planet- They added that the 
problem had been fixed. 

“We have received all of 
tbe data in 2-1/2 weeks that 


we expected to receive in the 
first month. We have com- 
pletely fulfilled our primary 
objectives,” said an obvious- 
ly delighted Matthew Golom- 
bek, the project scientist. 

Asked what children could 
expect to do if they were 
lucky enough to land on 
Mare, the man in charge of 
the photographic part of the 
mission, Pete Smith, said, 
“kids would have a great time 
on Mars.” 
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Peace isn’t playing games 

NETANYAHU & COMPANY never seize to 
amaze the Arab World with their ability to 
twist facts and their ever-so-strong drive to 
turn political tables against the Palestinians 
and their other “peace partners. ^ 

Foreign Minister David Levy, who was 
invited by the Europeans to meet with PNA 
President Arafat in order to break the ice, 
took the meeting for another opportunity: To 
reiterate that Arafat was not doing enough to 
secure Israel's security, and unless the 
Palestinian leader does, there cannot be a 
resumption of peace talks. 

Unless we are all somehow made to believe 
that Arafat has more responsibility towards 
Israel’s security than Netanyahu’s war cabi- 
net, the world is kindly asked to ignore 
Israel's assumption that the rest of us are no 
more than a naive group of politicians boast- 
ing a very short memory and very little con- 
science. 

The fact ought to be very clear to all. The 
right-wing Israeli cabinet has managed to 
freeze the peace process with little effort and 
is doing its best to renege on ail agreements 
signed by the previous government 
Netanyahu’s hopes that all signed agreements 
would be ignored, and final status negotia- 
tions would be launched early, is in harmony 
with his dream that he would be the chosen 
Zionist leader who manages to ensure that no 
such thing as a Palestinian state is estab- 
lished, and that he would not lose an inch of 
“Eretz Israel.” Zionism even calls for more 
than that it seems, it also calls for expansion. 
The chosen Zionist leader is thus not very 
worried about peace. 

The Palestinians, on their part, have the 
right to lose their patience. They are the ones 
under occupation and who are continuously 
made to lose as time slips by. They are the 
ones who were shocked after they saw the 
light at the end of the tunnel, to find that it 
was an incoming train that would crush them 
unless their voice is heard loud, and someone 
manages to pull the brakes of the heavy 
speeding iron machine. 

An Arab saying goes: He beat me then cried, 
when I went to tell on him, he was already 
there telling on me! How amazing it is for 
Netanyahu & Company to be able to apply 
our own sayings to their advantage! 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i criticised the government for 
seeking to borrow funds to finance what it calls social 
security packages, to alleviate the sufferings of the poor 
people of Jordan. This plan, for which the government 
has been despatching delegations to the World Bank 
and the Gulf countries to borrow money to finance, is 
nothing but an attempt to settle the Palestine refugees in 
the Kingdom, charged Fahed Fanek. He said that by set- 
tling the Palestinians here, the government will be con- 
tributing to depriving the refugees of their right to 
return and. at the same time, burden the country with 
more debts which will be hard for the coming genera- 
tions to settle. The loans which the government is now 
seeking to finance the ID 440-million-plan will carry 
high interest that will burden the Jordanians for many 
years to come, with no hope that the Kingdom will be 
able to pay back except through hard and long years of 
difficult life ahead, according to the writer. He said this 
government bears full responsibility for increasing 
Jordan s debts and it must be clear that it will by no 
means escape from the responsibility for the conse- 
quences. He said the previous governments of Jordan, 
which are to be blamed for the heavy debts the country 
has been facing over the past years, have all escaped 
from bearing the responsibility of their actions, leaving 
the Kingdom deep in debt and at the mercy of the 
International Monetary Fund. 

A WRITER for A1 Dust our said that Israel is known to 
be behind the obstacles obstructing trade between 
Palestine and Jordan, and only an end to occupation can 
remove these hurdles that are causing so many difficul- 
ties to the Palestinians and Jordanians. No matter how 
hard the Jordanians and Palestinians try to find a way 
out of the this situation, they cannot reach a solution as 
long as Israel is in the way. said Oreib Rintawi. What is 
needed by the two sides is joint and concerted diplo- 
matic offensive abroad so that pressure can be exerted 
on Israel to remove the barriers on trade and to stop 
imposing its hegemony on the Palestinian economy and 
Palestinian markets, said the writer. Noting that the 
Palestinian market is valued at S3 billion, “the writer 
said that if Jordan acquires only 10 per cent of this mar- 
ket. its exports w ill double at once. The writer said that 
Jordan should make it a condition on Israel to remove 
the nude barriers for agreeing to attend the Doha eco- 
nomic summit. It is true that the Jordanians and the 
Palestinians yearn to do business together, he said, but 
wishes can never come true without concerted and 
determined action on the part i*f the two sides. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoub^ 


Where do we stand in relation to change? 


THE OTHER day I was browsing through Philip B. 
Crosby’s enter taini ng and instructive (though not particu- 
larly scholarly or profound) book “Let’s Talk Quality” 
(1989). One of the questions he addresses is how institu- 
tions and individuals change. His answer is that change 
happens in phases, namely three. 

The first phase is that of developing a "conviction.” 
“That is when a person or organisation’s leadership 
decides that the problem is real and that it is time to do 
something about it.” After briefly describing the reasons 
that compel individuals and institutions to develop a con- 
viction, he emphasises that this “first phase is charac- 
terised by a determination to do something ” 

The second phase is that of "commitment.” Once one 
develops the conviction, it is important to persevere in the 
endeavour to bring change about Commitment is seen 
here as the insistence to follow things through. 

The third phase is of no concern to us here, for it will 
take us a long time to reach (if we ever reach it that is), 
and my comments will be confined here to the more perti- 
nent first and second phases. 

Where do we stand in relation to these phases of change? 

Let’s take the first phase, first ti.e. conviction). Well, if 
we speak at an individual level, we can in all honesty and 
fairness say that some individuals (and I would insist on 
“some” here, as opposed to “many” or “most” ’) have devel- 
oped convictions, strong convictions. These individuals 
(though a minority) are to be found at the various levels of 
the social ladder janitors, messengers, drivers, mechanics, 
civil servants, teachers, engineers, doctors, administrators, 
intellectuals, party leaders, politicians, etc. We have first- 
rate. outstanding, excelling, super individuals. 

If we speak in general terms (i.e. about the majority in 
society), the overall picture is clearly disappointing. If we 
take our society as a whole, that is. we, in all frankness and 
fairness say that we have not yet reached this stage. In 


other words, we still live in the zero (embryo?) phase, the 
phase prior to the initial stage of change, according to 
Crosby’s classification. 

Whenever we speak in general terms, whenever we look 
at die overall picture in our society, we are always disap- 
pointed. The majority does not take things seriously. It is 
almost always carefree or careless. The average individual 
does not hold firm convictions regarding anything. He/she 
does not know, does not listen, does not read, does not 
think, does not care. Again, this carefree, careless majori- 
ty is to be found among the illiterate as much as the liter- 
ate. the poor as much as the rich, men as much as women, 
the privileged as much as the less privileged, etc. 

Notice here the importance of the word “conviction.” 
“Conviction” is a state or a phase in which individuals are 
expected to have the two things which we still dream of 
having in our part of the world, “know” and “care.” A con- 
viction is a firm belief, an informed firm belief. The major- 
ity of people in our society have impressions about some- 
thing. inclinations, tendencies, vague ideas, generalisa- 
tions, words memorised and articulated parrot-like, but 
never firm opinions or beliefs. As a society, we do not 
aggressively pursue facts about matters. We hear and swal- 
low filings second and third hand from our parents, teach- 
ers, politicians, sheikhs (tribal and religious), etc. 

WJat about the second phase (commitment)? Again, we 
are doing much better at the individual level than the col- 
lective. We have committed individuals who do not com- 
promise on their beliefs, do not give up, no matter what, 
who follow things through, who persevere in the face of all 
obstacles — even though at the individual level they do 
better in conviction than in commitment because commit- 
ment implies action. 

At the general, overall level, again the situation is disap- 
pointing. The average person in this pan of the world is 
uncommitted. I almost laugh when Crosby speaks of deter- 


mination as a crucial factor. Where is determination in om 
society? I will teD you where it is: at the level of lip-ser- 
vice, in our rhetoric, our oral and written discourse, 
imagination, our poems, our speeches, our sermons,’ oar 
lectures, our books — but not in our daily life. Of course, 
people in our society may become enthusiastic and com- 
milled, but for how long? Five minutes, five hours, five 
days and (in the best of circumstances) five months. You 
can deliver an eloquent, fiery speech to them and fire them 
up; soon, however, they lose enthusiasm almost as quick- 
ly as a punctured tyre loses air on a smooth highway. We 
do not follow things through, we do not resist enough, wc 
do not fight; we give up or in as soon as we meet the 
slightest obstacle or inconvenience. 

Does this seem that our situation is hopeless, desperate 
and dismal? Does this mean that we should bury ourselves 
alive and die? Not exactly. For one thing, there is this 
small minority among, us (the “some” spoken of - above) 
who make life worth living, who win battles for us once in 
a while, and who bring about some change, development 
and progress. 

For another, die stage prior to Crosby’s first stage is 
important — i.e., the stage of awareness of the need to 
have a conviction and to be committed. I guess I would 
arrange the phases of change a little differently from the 
way.Crosby does. I would say that the first stage is that of 
awareness of the need for change, the stage of disgust at 
what one sees and experiences, the stage of disappoint- 
ment with things, the stage of determining what is wrong. 

At this level, we are all — individuals and majority alike 
— doing well. We all know what is wrong, and we aD 
agree that things should become better. Each and every 
person in the Arab World is an expert on what is wrong and 
whar should be done. The next step is Crosby’s first phase. 
This is where we stand at this point in time in relation to 
change. 


Peace process cannot progress without 
‘far more determined U.S. involvement’ 


By Henry Siegman 

NEW YORK — The 
Middle East is reverting 
inexorably to the hatreds 
and violence that charac- 
terised the Arab World’s 
relations with Israel for 
more than four decades. 
The United States seems to 
have disengaged from the 
peace process just as the 
historic achievements of 
the Madrid conference of 
1991 and the Oslo accords 
of 1993 are unravelling. 

State Department offi- 
cials have sought to justify 
this disengagement with 
the misleading slogan that 
we Americans cannot want 
peace more than the par- 
ties to the conflict do. But, 
as pointed out in a report 
issued recently by an inde- 
pendent task force spon- 
sored by he Council on 
Foreign Relations, the 
United States has impor- 
tant interests of its own in 
the region, all of which 
would be seriously dam- 
aged if the peace process 
collapsed. 

The report urges the 
United States to become 
more deeply involved in 


Middle East peace mak- 
ing. The United States 
should seek to convince 
Israel and the Palestinians 
to agree to a new declara- 
tion of principles that 
would establish a frame- 
work for the difficult final- 
status negotiations that the 
parties have yet to engage 
in. <( 

For ‘a -.majority of the task 
force, the most critical fea- 
tures of such a framework 
are: a) agreement that the 
goal of the peace process 
and the final-status negoti- 
ations is a viable 
Palestinian state on con- 
tiguous territory in Gaza 
and most of the West 
Bank, and b) agreement 
that the territory on which 
most Israeli settlers npw 
live will be incorporated 
into Israel, thus avoiding a 
traumatic uprooting. 

While these principles 
may seem contradictory, 
they are not, for 80 per 
cent of Israel’s settlers live 
on territory that makes up 
only 10 per cent of the 
West Bank, mostly along 
the Green Line that sepa- 
rated Israel and the West 
Bank before 1967. 


Palestinians understand 
that such a state would 
have to be demilitarised so 
as not to pose a security 
threat to Israel. They must 
also understand that such a 
state will not return Israel 
to its pre-1967 borders. 
Israel’s government must 
understand that if this 
peace process is to go for- 
ward, it cannot engage in 
unilateral actions that pre- 
empt discussion of issues 
that the parties have 
agreed are to be part of 
final-status negotiations. 


and that the status quo in 
Israel's capital remain 
unchanged for now. For 
this “nonsolution” solution 
to work, Israel must refrain 
from actions that change 
the demographics of East 
Jerusalem, such as its 
plans for the construction 
of a major Jewish housing 
project in Har Homa. 

Also, the parties should 
not delay negotiations over 
the location and bound- 
aries of an area within the 
current municipal borders 
of Jerusalem (whose his- 


u 


a peace process that does not 
lead to Palestinian statehood is a 
non-starter 99 


While continued expro- 
priation of land and settle- 
ment activity in the territo- 
ries may not violate the 
letter of existing agree- 
ments, they certainly con- 
tradict their essential spirit 
and purpose. 

The task force report rec- 
ommends that the question 
of sovereignty in East 
Jerusalem be left for last. 


tone boundaries were sig- 
nificantly enlarged in 
1967) that would serve as 
the capital of a Palestinian 
state. Israeli acceptance of 
such an arrangement, how- 
ever symbolic, is a neces- 
sary expression of respect 
for and recognition of 
Palestinian attachment to 
Jerusalem. The palpable 
absence of such respect in 


the style and attitude of the 
current Israeli government 
has been more damaging 
to the prospects for peace 
than differences over sub- 
stance. 

The declaration of prin- 
ciples urged by the task 
force is not a substitute for 
the detailed and difficult 
final-status negotiations. It 
is not intended to impose 
solutions to the many 
complex issues than only 
die parties themselves can 
negotiate. Rather, the dec- 
laration recognises that a 
peace process that does 
not lead to Palestinian 
statehood is a non-starter. 

It asserts what should be 
obvious: If Palestinians 
are told that even faithful 
adherence to the provi- 
sions of the Oslo accords 
will not result in a viable 
Palestinian state, however 
demilitarised and however 
constrained its sovereign- 
ty, but will at best yield a 
series of isolated bantus- 
tans that remain effective- 
ly under permanent Israeli 
military control, there is 
no reason for Palestinians 
to remain in such a 
process. 


For the United States to 
be seen as seeking 
Palestinian acquiescence 
to such an outcome, or as 
indifferent to its conse- 
quences, is to damage its 
credibility and the possi- 
bility of playing a more 
constructive role in the 
future. 

It is only when 
Palestinian statehood is 
seen as a credible goal of 
the peace process, and 
when Palestinian efforts to 
prevent terrorism and vio- 
lence in the areas they 
control are consistent — 
and in the real world, the 
latter will not happen 
without the former — that 
the confidence necessary 
for the parties to reengage 
will be restored. Neither of 
these conditions can be 
realised without far more 
determined U.S. involve- 
ment 

The writer, a senior fellow 
at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, was coordina- 
tor of the independent task 
force. This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald 
Tribune. 


The CIA proved no match for Iraq and its Kurdish allies 

none of their appetite for 
intrigue and brutality. 
There are things super- 
powers can’t settle in this 
world, but neither can the 
clumsy attempts be hid- 
den indefinitely. This 
chapter of how it’s tried 
is a nasty one. 

International Herald Tribune 


By Flora Lewis 

PARIS — Only driblets 
have emerged of the mas- 
sive fiasco inflicted on 
the United States by 
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein 
and his now-and-then 
Kurdish collaborators 
last year. It, ranks with 
spectacular CIA failures 
like the Bay of Pigs and 
is an example of how far 
America is from the 
capacity for domination 
that friends and enemies 
alike charge it with exer- 
cising. 

Thousands of people 
were involved. The 
United States did manage 
to extricate most of them 
and then sent them as far 
away as possible — to 
Guam. presumably 
because on trie isolated, 
militarised Pacific island 
their chances of spilling 
the story would be 
reduced. Stiff, a few 
Iraqis and at least one 
former CIA official are 
beginning to talk. 

This is certainly a case 
that needs congressional 
and more vigorous repor- 
torial investigation. It 
shows that for all the 
pledges of reform, the 
CIA still hasn’t learned 
much and indeed seems 
incapable of learning 
much about the Middle 
East. 

From the end of the 
Gulf war in 1991, 
Washington has been try- 
ing to overthrow or 


arrange the assassination 
of Saddam Hussein by 
proxy. When Iraqi forces 
moved north to take 
advantage of the fighting 
that had broken out 
between rival Kurdish 
factions, it became clear 
that despite U.S. support 
for opposition to 
Baghdad and the “no- 
fly” zone established 
from a base in Turkey, 
Saddam Hussein could 
still work his will. He 
withdrew the array under 
threat of aerial attack but 
left his shadowy network 
of agents. 

Turkey, which keeps 
renewing the six-month 
agreement for use of its 
Incirlik air base but with 
increasing reluctance and 
cost in concessions, 
undoubtedly knew about 
what was brewing. But 
the United States was 
taken by surprise and lost 
all it haa tried to establish 
on the ground. 

There has been no 
explanation of why 
Turkish intelligence did 
not supply more serious 
warning and wby those 
who did warn were not 
heeded. But Turkey has 
its own complicated web 
of relations with Iraqi 
Kurds in its attempt to 
suppress the insurrection 
of Kurds in eastern 
Turkey and destroy their 
bases m Iraq. 

A remarkable new book 
by the Washington Post 
correspondent Jonathan 


C. Randal illuminates the 
jungle of conflicting 
interests and ambitions, 
repeated betrayals and 
collusions in Kurdistan 
that continue to defeat 
simplistic American 

S ts to line up 
and overwhelm 

foes. 

Mr. Randal developed 
an obsession with the 
hapless Kurds. At great 
personal risk and even 
greater discomfort, he 
managed to keep visiting 
their beleaguered strong- 
holds over a number of 
years. He is deeply sym- 
pathetic to their cause of 
community and identity 
if not to actual statehood, 
given the fierce resis- 
tance of the various 
countries that hold sover- 
eignty over their tribal 
lands. 

The Kurds are the 
largest nation in the eth- 
nic sense that have never 
achieved a state. They 
were promised one in the 
post- World War I distrib- 
ution of the Ottoman 
empire, but the promise 
was not kepL 
The book is titled 
“After Such Knowledge, 
What Forgiveness?” and 
subtitled “My 

Encounters with 

Kurdistan.” It documents 
the feuds, the treacheries, 
the atrocities, the ardent 
patriotism of the Kurds 
and the endless tragedies 
they have suffered from 
almost blind dedication 


to the old strategic illu- 
sion that “the enemy of 
my enemy is my friend." 

But it doesn’t do much 
to explain the essential 
mystery of their survival 
and their impotence. 
They are an old tribal 
mountain people, and 
while they are Muslim, 
they always insist that 
they are not Turkish, nor 
Arab, nor Persian but dis- 
tinct from all around 
them. The culture has 
vigorous roots and a war- 
rior tradition. Some 
assimilate in the coun- 
tries where they live — 
Turkey, Iraq, Iran primar- 
ily — but they do not 
lose tbeir adamant sense 
of Kurdishness. 

And yet, fairly geo- 
graphically concentrated 
unlike the Jews in the 
millennia of dispersion, 
they have never managed 
to form a political union. 
For all the American air- 
power protecting them 
from Saddam Hussein’s 
planes and poison gas, 
they are no closer to it 
today. 

Massoud Barzani, the 
Kurdish leader who 
made the deal with 
Saddam Hussein, holds 
control along the Turkish 
border and therefore 
monopolises the smug- 
gling trade that became 
so lucrative with the 
embargo against Iraq. 
His one-time ally and 
rival, Jalal Talabani, 
wanted a cut of the loot 


and a share of power. So 
they fought ana Saddam 
Hussein tipped the 
scales. The United States 
held its nose in frustra- 
tion and embarrassment. 

The United Stales is 
still in the neighbour- 
hood, achieving nothing 
at considerable cost, ana 
the players have lost 


LETTERS 


Time to bury the hatchet 


To the Editor: 

ARABS ARE well-known for tbeir hospitality and gen- 
erosity, even to their enemies, which is part of their cul- 
ture, tradition and religion. 

This being die case, I was wondering why Iraq's qual- 
ified sports teams were banned from the Pan -Arab 
Games in Lebanon, despite an official invitation. 

I realised later that the Lebanese government pres- 
sured by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait (two major spon- 
sors), was forced to act the way it did. 

We cannot seem to realise that sports and politics are 
two separate issues. It is time that the Iraqis were given 
a chance to join their brethren and prove themselves 
after all the tragedies they endured as a result of the 
Gulf war. 

Shireen Hamz eh, 
Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication should contain the 
writers full name and preferably address as well 
Names can be withheld upon request but only under 
special circumstances. Letters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 
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A o/ shared joys 


For the house of HRH Crown 
Prince Hasson, it k vs a particu- 
larly joyous week with celebm- 
tions of birthdays and a Royal 
wedding attended by family and 
friends from near 'and far and 
days gone by but not forgotten : 

The birthdays feted together, 
were those of Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince 
Htissan. Princess Sarvath and 
their son Prince Rashid. Today, 
as Princess Sarvath celebrates 
her 50th birthday surrounded by 
her family, there is a note of fur- 
ther historical significance to 
July 24. 1947 as it marks the eve 
of the independence of India 
and the creation of Pakistan, 
and those bom in those days in 
the subcontinent are called 
"Midnight's Children . " 

Among the many guests 
who were in Jordan to share in 
the birthday revelry and the cel- 
ebration of the marriage of 
HRH Princess Rahma Al 
Hasson to Mr. Alaa' Bataineh 
were Queen Sofia of Spain, her 
daughter the infanta Elena, who 
is the Duchess of Lugo, and her 

husband the Duke of Lugo; the - - - 

Grand Duke and Grand Duchess of Luxembourg; Cron it 
Prince Henri and Crown Princess Maria Teresa of 
Luxembourg; King Constantine and Queen Anne Maria of 
Greece: the Vbn Hapsburgs; the Agha Khan and Prince 
Sadruddin Agha Khan; the Markgraf and the Markgrafin 
von Baden and several von Baden family members: Crown 
Prince Willem Alexander of the Netherlands; and nutny 
friends from the school days and university days of Prince 
Hasson and Princess Sarvath. The Crown Prince and 
Princess of Japan delegated Mr. Makoto Wutanabe. chief 
chamberlain to the Imperial Court to attend, and the Crown 
Prince of Bahrain, who was unable to attend, delegated his 
brother Sheikh Mohammed Ben Issa Al Khalifa. Other old 
friends from recent diplomatic missions, and thus familiar 
to many here in Jordan, joined in the festivities as welL 

Among them were fornier Pakistani ambassadors to 
Jordan Professor fhsan Rasheed and Tariq Afridi and their 
wives. Mr. Afridi who was Pakistan ’s envoy in Amman until 
early 1995 and then took up his new assignment in Lisbon, 
is to be posted next to Libya. Also crossing miles, to con- 
gratulate the Royal Family were Romualdo and Amparo 
Bettini. Mr. Bettini, not long ago ambassador in Amman, 
left to become deputy chief of protocol of the Italian Foreign 
Ministry. We learned while he was here that he was pro- 
moted to ch ief of protocol. 

The weekend celebrations of Princess Sarvath 's 
birthday, while in a more intimate light, are the culmination 
of joyful events to be followed certainly by the beginning of 
new ones. 


*»** 

BACK TO BUSINESS: Principals from the Office of the 
Crown Prince are settling into their new environs with the 
changes that have been anticipated. Former director of the 
Crown Prince’s Office Michel Hamameh was officially 
appointed as a special advisor enjoying the rank of minis- 
ter. Mr. Hamameh will lake an office at the Royal Court. 
Succeeding him, as was earlier reported, is former 
Ambassador to Vienna Husam Abu Ghazaleh who has now 
assumed his position as the new director of the office. 

**** 

PROPER PORTFOLIOS: When Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Fayez Tarawneh paid a visit to Al Ba’i Tuesday 
evening and met with Al Ra 7 and Jordan Times reporters, 
he revealed that the nine vacant ambassadorial posts will 
start filling up after mid-August. Those posts are Abu 
Dhabi, Ankara, Athens, Baghdad, Beirut, Doha, Muscat, 
Paris, and of course, Vienna. Restructuring of embassies 
and a review of promotion procedures in the ministry are 
behind what may appear to be a delay in seeding these 
appointments, Dr. Tarawneh explained. One of the propos- 
als on the table is to encourage the gleaning of an equal 
number of diplomats from both Jordan ‘s embassies abroad 
and from within the ministry itself. That way, as one senior 
diplomat is promoted to the rank of ambassador, the chain 
reaction of promotions is witnessed more than 10 rungs 
down the ladder. The ministry has also retained the exper- 
tise of the Institute of Diplomacy in that it now sends junior 
envoys selected for posts abroad for six months of training 
about their duties, responsibilities and the workings of their 
host country: At the end of the course, the foreign service 



Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hasson and Princess Sarvath 


hopefuls are given a test; if they fail, they are re-trained. 
Incidentally, a local newspaper report saying that Prime 
Minister Abdul Salani Majali plans to scrutinise the files of 
ambassadors serving more tfum 25 years with an eye on 
their approaching retirement, was dismissed by Dr. 
Tarawneh who said that although the mandatory retirement 
age is set at 60 (or 30 years of service) by the civil sendee 
charter, each case is studied individually: "Sometimes 

maturity is an asser," he said. And speaking of assets, the 
foreign minister tutted that budgetary constraints make it 
difficult for most of our ambassadors to play host al social 
occasions as is par for the course in diplomalic circles. 
What has helped greatly in many countries is the generosi- 
ty and hospitality of Jordanians living abroad, who take it 
upon themselves to invite guests on behalf of the embassy to 
functions marking Jordanian tuirional celebrations. 

JORDAN*S TURN : Such a practice may' very well suit 
Jordan’s Ambassador to Tunisia, Haidar Mahmoud Haidar, 
who has just taken the revered seat of dean of the diplomat- 
ic corps in Tunis, replacing Lebanese Ambassador 
Suleiman Farah. As is the tradition. Mr. Farah hosted a 
reception at his residence where he handed over the reigns 
of the deanship to Mr. Haidar and bid farewell to his coun- 
terparts and friends. 

**** 

ON HIS WAY: Back in Amman, among other receptions 
and dinners being held to bid farewell to Jordan 's Dean of 
the Diplomatic Corps Omani Ambassador Mohammad Bin 
Sultan BuSaeed, was the one hosted by Kuwaiti Charge 
d' Affaires Faisal Mkhaizem. The Sultanate is sending Mr. 
BuSaeed to Paris after his more than eight-year stay in 
Amman. In line to take over as dean would be Iraqi 
Ambassador Nouri Ismail Al Waiss who will have been 
Baghdad's top envoy to the Kingdom since August 22, 1989, 
six months after Mr. BuSaeed became ambassador to 
Jordan. It will be recalled that Mr. Busaeed was tipped a 
couple of years ago to be appointed to London, but a 
request to hrn’e him stay on a while longer as relations in 
the geographic vicinity began to thaw war graciously grant- 
ed. The thaw gradually warmed and Mr. BuSaeed is 
rewarded by the city of light. 


**** 

SITTING PUT: It has now been confirmed that U.S. 
Ambassador Wesley Egan's tenure in Amman has been 
extended for another year. The person reported in 
Washington circles as most likely to succeed Mr. Egan was 
William Bums, who is now an executive assistant to 
Secretary of Stale Madeleine Albright. If that talk proves 
true, Mr. Bums would then be coming to Amman next sum- 
mer. 

**** 

HISTORY MARKED: Belgian Ambassador to Jordan 
Guido Courtois and his wife Rita earlier this week wel- 
comed guests to their reception marking Belgium 's nation- 
al day. The 2Jst of July is commemorated to mark the for- 


mal establishment of the king- 
dom in 1S3J when Prince 
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg 
agreed to support the consti- 
tution drawn up by the nation- 
al congress. In a recent inter- 
view with the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Mr. Courtois 
applauded Jordan 's own 
democratic march as a model 
for the Middle East. 

*£** 

SHALOM , SHALOM: 

Last week associates and 
friends turned out in large 
numbers at the home of 
Deputy Chief of Mission of 
the Israeli Embassy Jacob 
Rosen and his wife Annette s 
home. The occasion was to 
give Press Attache Shalom 
Tourgeman a friendly send- 
off. Mr. Tourgeman. who 
thought that although the past 
two years ha\‘e at times been 
difficult, said he has made 
nuiny friends and acquain- 
tances in Jordan and has been 
very touched by the entire 

experience of being the first 

Israeli press officer to serve in the Kingdom. Although his 
successor has been named. Mr. Tourgeman, this lime, pre- 
ferred to withhold his name until the appointment is made 
official. 

**** 

ACADEMIC WATERS : Here for several days last week 
from Iraq was President of the University of Musil Qubeis 
Said Abdul Fatah Al Fahadi Dr. Fahadi was invited by 
University of Jordan President Fawzi Gharaibeh to review 
cooperation between the two institutions. As a result of the 
visit, the two presidents re-activated a previous agreement 
between both universities which had lapsed somewhat in 
recent years. Dr. Fahadi, a professor of statistics, also 
signed an agreement with the University of Jordan’s Centre 
for Strategic Studies* (CSS) to exchange faculty and 
researchers and conduct joint studies. The fruits of this 
cooperation were the endeavours put forth by Dr. A/heel 
Abdul Jabar. professor of economics at the University of 
Musil, who is currently the head of the Economic Unit at the 
CSS. Cooperation between the colleges of agriculture and 
the centres for water resources of both universities was also 
agreed upon. 

**** 

HE SHALL RETURN: When word was spreading last 
week t/uit Khaled Mahadin was going to be the editor of the 
new National Constitutional Party’s newspaper, Al Nahda, 
nearly everyone who heard it said in rising pitch "Really." 
Often described as cantankerous, in his writing and atti- 
tudes. Mr. Mahadin, a former press advisor to His Majesty 
King Hussein and to two former prime ministers, as well as 
a former director general of the national news agency, 
Petra, not long ago was extolling the advantages of leaving 
journalism. But once a hack, always a hack, say his con- 
nections. We can look forward to the party's first edition of 
Al Nahda towards the etui of this month. 


ON THE MONEY: Al Bilad newspaper last week report- 
ed that it was banking on the investments of "se\'eral busi- 
nessmen and officials'’ to plump up the weekly's capital 
enough to satisfy the new requirements of the Press and 
Publications Law. Not only that, the paper has retained the 
experience of Bassim Sakijah, once chief editor of the daily 
tabloid Akher Khaber, and made him chief editor of the 
weekly. Mr. Sakijah’s new tenure begins Aug. /. 


CHECK IT OUT: Are you Arab and thinking of emigrat- 
ing ? An advertisement in some local newspapers suggest- 
ed that Arab citizens will find a large welcome in the "land 
of all Arabs," the Arab Republic of Libya. Die ad, placed 
by the General Public Committee, im'ites those' interested to 
avail themselves of the residency rights and job opportuni- 
ties in the agricultural and industrial sectors of the North 
African country. Applications are being accepted, the ad 
said, at the committee’s offices around the Arab World. 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Britain’s Royal Opera House 
closes in orgy of culture 


By Maggie Fax 
Reuter 

LONDON — Britain's 
Royal Opera House closed 
for renovations last Monday 
in a riot of ballet, opera and 
music. 

Royalty, captains of in- 
dustry and devotees of high 
culture put on their best 
clothes for the farewell gala 
at five beloved Covent Gar- 
den site, shutting down for 
two-and-a-half years of re- 
development 

Its ornate gilt and red vel- 


vet tiers were packed to the 
rafters with an audience for 
performers like singer Pla- 
cido Domingo and Ballerina 
Darcey Bussell. 

Prince Charles, patron of 
the Royal Opera and his aunt 
Princess Margaret, president 
of the Royal BaMet, were 
there, as were former Prime 
Ministers Mar-garet 

Thatcher and John Major 
and other top politicians. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
who has pressed to make the 
venue into a “people’s the- 
atre.” was absent. A 


Downing Street spokesman 
said he had had a busy day. 
National Heritage Minister 
Chris Smith represented 
him. Those who were there 
enjoyed a smorgasbord of 
ballet and opera, with some 
of the best-loved scenes 
from Romeo and Juliet, Cosi 
Fan Thai, Otello and other 
classics as well as a succes- 
sion of conductors. 

But the point of the gala 
evening was not forgotten. 

The £214 million ($362.8 
million) redevelopment will 
add seats, improve the stage 


and give performers a place 
to rehearse. But it is not yet 
paid for. 

Vivien Duffield, chairman 
of the Royal Opera House 
Trust and Development 
Appeal, told the audience 
more cash was needed. The 
National Lottery and govern- 
ment grants had accounted 
for half, and private donors 
had pledged £70 million. But 
£30 million was still needed 

“I have begged, bullied, 
cajoled, savagely pursued 
my targets for years,” she 
said. “For those of you who 


have not yet given — there’s 
no resting yet." 

Lord Peter Chadlington. 
chairman of the Royal Ope- 
ra House, said the restoration 
would mean “a new theatre 
for the new millennium.” 

The hope is to make what 
has been criticised as an elit- 
ist venue into something 
more popular, with cheaper 
seats and better accessibility. 
There will also be more per- 
formances. 

"All this might bring peo- 
ple here who might never 
have gone into an opera 


house before,” Lord Peter 
said. 

“I think it's going to be 
fantastic” said Susan Finch, 
a ballet patron. 

Describing herself as “des- 
perately loyal,” Ms. Finch 
said she would go to perfor- 
mances scattered ac-ross 
London over the next two 
years. 

Many of the opera and bal- 
let fans criticised the former 
Conservative government of 
Mr. Major for failing to find 
a temporary home for the 
artists while they waited. 


A 



KNOWING THE effect you have on people. I am 
positive that you must have heard almost every' local 
curse by now. After a while, it gets boring, especial- 
ly the way member* of your direct family or their 
private pans, get squeezed into every occasion some- 
one curses you. 

What may surprise you by now is how some peo- 
ple get hot after their mother or sister is cursed, as if 
they're not used to it by now! Don’t believe it, it’s 
jusr a superficial social act similar to kissing three 
times on both cheeks, starting with the left. 

How is that? Jr is all automatic: You see fungus- 
face approaching, you straighten your back in a last 
attempt to get brave, wipe your lips dry before to 
insure that you don’t feel as if a pan of him is still on 
your sleeve for the rest of the day. rush to his left side 
to avoid his front spare tire with a sweat patch in the 
middle looking at you as if it was Pacman. and then 
do it! This is where cursing has got to here in Jordan. 

What I would like to do is to bring new life into our 
cursing culture in order to spice things up and make 
cursing more effective in our society. For one thing, 
the typical curse, 'may God take you’ is not effective 
anymore because it wouldn't be very Godly to take 
orders from a low-life like you. Why not say instead: 
May you find yourself on the wrong side of Toujan 
Faisal? It is much more effective because it is possi- 
ble. Not only does it imply that the cursed will 
become politically incorrect, but if your curse was to 
become a reality, he would wish for God to take him 
on the spot! 

If the situation doesn't warrant harsh measures, 
you could always put fear into his already insignifi- 
cant life. You could say: May you become prime 
minister, yet never be promoted to banker. To attack 
his self esteem further, you could always crack his 
bones with: May you experience what Samir Mutawi 
is going through, and in addition, never become our 
ambassador in the USA. 

Because sexual innuendo seems to be the favourite 
style of Jordanian traffic cursors. I suggest the fol- 
lowing nut-cracker: Next time you make a U-turn 
like that, may you and all males in your family start 
period cramps and find all your satellite channels 
censored! 

Cursing with relevance to current affairs keeps our 
society fresh and dazzling, but beware: the tone of 
your voice makes a difference. An example of this is 
the curse: May the government and your wife boy- 
cott you! Lf nles s you use the correct tone of voice 
and in good timing, the inflicted may think that the 
government and his wife are up to something. Use 
instead: May your wife turn Islamist and throw your 
bottles away. If you are no good at controlling your 
tone of voice but still want to give him the red-eye, 
just say: May you find yourself communist in this 
day and age. Equivalently painful: May you try find- 
ing a communist, forever. 

If the person you are cursing is a woman, then you 
can sum up all the above by cursing like this: May 
there never be a separation between religion and 
state! 


1st SUGAR FREE CONTEST 



mrs'Hs mii wktiiii 


Rules: lour curst- has to be rvlenmt to Jordanian culture, not 
used by any other nation, comprehended within J maximum of 5 
mi titties after delivery, and should not he longer than 5 sentences 
or paragraphs. 

Grand Prize 

Minister of State seat in next cabinet 

First Prize 

Boycotted seat in next parliament 

Second Prize 

Your own Soviet Union complete 
with a politburo and a KGB 
(Gorbachev is available at additional cost 
if you want to dismantle your prize) 

Third Prize 

A tape of Toujan's 'confidence vote' speeches 

Note: If you win my of the above but don't like your prize, you 
can exchange it with a value meal from the Jordan Tunes cafete- 
ria. Government officials and their associates are not eligible to 
enter this contest. 
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Lovely MMX 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

THE PENTIUM CPU (Central Processing Unit) is the 
undisputed leader on which most personal computers are 
based these days. Users are aware of the different clock 
rates available for the processor 133 MHz (megahertz), 
166, 200, 233 and 266. The faster the clock rate and the 
higher the processing power. Intel, the designer and man- 
ufacturer of the Pentium now offers four different families 
of the famous chip. 

In addition to the regular Pentium, Intel proposes the 
MMX series, the Pro series and the newest Pentium II 
model. If the Pentium Pro and the Pentium n remain 
expensive and are mainly the concern of professionals, the 
MMX is affordable and brings enough added power to 
attract users from all horizons. 

The name “Pentium MMX” sounds like a sport car for 
some or like an improved washing powder for others. 
Indeed, one has the right to ask what is exactly the benefit 
one can expect from an MMX model compared to a regu- 
lar Pentium, and if tbe MMX term is only a promotional 
gimmick. It’s not 

Designers of CPU chips have realised that modem PC 
applications contain a substantial amount of graphics and 
music. Therefore they have oriented their efforts to create 
processors particularly able to handle these two elements 
at reasonable speeds. Benchmarks carried by independent 
laboratories have shown that the MMX processes graphics 
and sound overall 35 per cent faster than the regular 
Pentium. This is not a negligible figure. 

If your typical computer application doesn’t especially 



involve any of the above mentioned two elements, you 
may not notice any significant speed increase in process- 
ing. This is for example the case of all those who use 
mainly word processing, spreadsheets or accounting. If on 
the other hand you surf a lot on the Internet, use digital 
music or, generally speaking, run multimedia software, 
the MMX will prove to be an interesting added value, for 
little price difference. In Amman the current price of a reg- 
ular Pentium 200 is JD250 while its MMX big brother is 
sold at JD340 (approximate prices). 

Because more and more people are actually operating 
graphical and multimedia-based programmes, sometimes 
without knowing it, a CPU like the MMX can make a dif- 
ference. A friendly warning to those interested in upgrad- 
ing from regular Pentium to MMX: be sure the mother- 
board of your PC supports tbe upgrade, otherwise a new 
motherboard would also be required — to check with your 
supplier. 


More about architecture 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Mohammad A. Shuqair 


STRANGE BELIEFS • ZALATA decided to go to 


JASPER 

(a precious stone) 

• IF jasper was placed on the abdomen of a pregnant 
woman, it would make her birth easy. If shaken near the 
ear, another stone could be heard inside it If held as an 
amulet, it would be a protector from die sting of a snake, 
headache, internal disorders, fever and dropsy. If gilted 
with a grey gold ring, tbe holder would receive speedy, fair 
judgement, the pains of his stomach would be made less 
discomfortable, help him digest food normally and feel 
that the six-hour of his daytime is the happiest Also, if 
jasper was kept in a container on the window, this would 
make rain fall. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

** Darling! A good surprise for you. Come and see. 

Ya azizati! mufaj’a saarrah laid. Tb’aah wanzuri. 

** Here is an invitation card from Egypt Air. 


• ZALATA decided to go to the cinema with his little 
son and paid for one ticket only. 

“Your son needs a ticket, too,” said the receptionist. 

“I honestly promise you that he'll never watch the film,” 
said 7-alara . 


• CUSTOMER: “How much is a packet of cigarettes, 

please?” 

SHOP KEEPER: “One for three dollars; two for five." 

A man by his covetousness happened to be standing by 
and listening to their dialogue took out two dollars, put 
them on the counter before the shopper and said, “OK, Til 
take the other packet, sir." 


PUZZLES 


(A) THE LAST LETTERS 


Haathehi bitaqit da’wa min shariket Misr let’tayaran. Can you ^ ^ ^ name ^ last ^ of the 

** That’s very kind of them indeed. pictures 

Haqqan innahu lakaramon atheem mihntn. ± * * 


** I won’t miss this 


tafootnni haathehi al-haflah. 


** I’m sure it would be loads of fun. 

Ana mut’akkid be’annahu sayakoon malee’ bOmarah. 

** I think everything possible is done to ensure the 
enjoyment of the guests. 

Atakid be’annahu qud omila koll shayy raomkin 
ledaman mnt’it ad’doyouf. 

** Drinks, pastry, cadied fruits, Turkish delight, etc. 

Al-mashroobat, wal-fata’ir, wal-fawakeh al- 
musakkarab, wal-malban, ala kb. 

** Chat, gossip, jest, joy, and gaiety all over the place. 
Dardasha, thartharah, fukahat, mizah, marah, bah- 
jah wa-farah fee koll arjaa al-makan. 


** Fine! Dancing music. 


Azim! museeqa raaqisa. 


** May I have the pleasure of a dance? 

Hal tatafaddaleen bir-raqs ma’e? 

** What a nice show! 

Ya lahn min ardh latffl! 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

MOVIES 

1 . What was the first movie with a plot? 

2. Who is Mrs. Arthur Horpblow? 

3. Who first made the newsreel? 

4. Explain the significance of the letters A.S.C. used 
after a camera man’s name? 

5. Whose real name is Spangler Arlington Brugh? 

6. Who first used close-ups? 

7. Are the MGM Studios in Hollywood? 

8. In what type of picture do Buck Jones, Ken Maynard. 

Tun McCoy play? 7 



(B) TWO AT A TIME 


Take the first two letters from each picture to name a zoo 
animal. 






JOKES 


* NANCY went to a drugstore to bring an empty bottle. 
She chose one that best suited her, then asked the sales- 
woman: 

“How much is this bottle, please?” 

Tewnty-five piastres, but in case yon want to fill it with 
something else, it is given free.” 

“Well, close it with a cork and give it to me.” 





By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

SOMETIMES WE have to look past the ordinary in our 
lives and contemplate the essence of things. 

Today, we look at architecture and examine three major 
themes that are about looking beyond the present and into 
the future. 

Theme number one: largeness 

Historically, largeness is linked with expressions of 
power. Yet, as h umankin d’s needs expand, it is clear 
that big buildings will always be needed. 

Beyond a certain scale, architecture acquires the 
property of largeness. A largeness which is associated 
with power, belt religious or secular. 

Throughout history, the leaps in the ability to build high- 
er, longer or bigger have depended upon the technologies 
available. Add to this that since the beginning of human 
organisation, the height of buildings has been limited by 
the human ability to climb stairs. 

Because of this, for centuries, buildings reached a mod- 
estly optimum height of around four to five storeys. 

All this changed with the invention of vertical trans- 
portation in the middle of the nineteenth century, which 
meant that architecture could scale new heights. 

Even though the skyscraper was brought into existence 
by commercial ambitions, tbe future’s largeness demands 
a different approach to commercialism. It requires its own 
ordering and proportional systems, which can be, even on 
a large scale, both subtle and humane. 

Thane number two: Modern working environments 

Hie loss of the sense of place in the modern office is 
one of the results of contemporary’ management sys- 
tems and increasingly frenetic flows of capital and 
information. 

Because of this, buildings for work that still celebrate 
human values are called for. 

In this contemporary world, it is the hot-desk office 
which has come to rule in the place of work: This is the 
office where no-one has a regular workplace, but where 
each employee takes a desk as and when it is needed, 
thereby allowing an organisation to maximise the use of 


rrr. 




its plant 

In other words, the workplace has become the lap-top 
the mobile phone and the electronic office. ’ 

But office buildings which celebrate arrival, social gath- 
ering, and conversations are still called (or. These are 
buildings that can inject human values into modem work 
environments. And it is up to us to reconcile modem tech- 
nology and these human values. Are we up to the chal- 
lenge? 

Theme number three: Public Transport 

Travel is becoming more and more reductive and 
demeaning because of the buildings associated with it 
But architecture which serves travellers should be joy- 
ful as well as functional. 

Here, architecture hits the problem of stops and starts to 
movement Alongside this lies tbe issue of clarity of pro- 
gression. A clarity of progression to and from trains and 
planes is called for where the places in which jonrneys 
begin andend have to be made more memorable and cel- 
ebratory. 

Add to this that partly as a result of travel, the world is 
becoming more and more homogenised, and to counter- 
act this tendency, we need buildings which tell us where 
we are. 

In other words we need buildings that will express who 
we are. 

Again, it is up to us to seek the right formula. 


-*s] 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, July 24, 1997 7:35 Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 


Holy Koran 
French Programmes 
Hey Dad 

He Shoots He Scores 
Varieties 

French Programmes 
Le Journal 
French Programme 
News Headlines 
Parenthood 

Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 
Documentary (Submarines) 

Rung Fu — Tbe Legend Continues 
News In English 
Movie 
Taratata 


Friday, July 25, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Leo The Lion — Cartoon 
Cartoons 

French Programmes 

Neighbours 

NBA 

French Film 
Le Journal 
French Prog ramm e 
News Headlines 
Family Matters 
The Health Show 
Hawkeye 
500 Nations 
News In English 
Mini Series 
Movie 


Saturday, July 26, 1997 


Holy Koran 
French Programme 
In The Wild (Doc.) 
Blue Heelers 
French Programmes 
Le Journal 
News Headlines 
Neighbours 
Ties That Bind 
Prism 
Time Trax 
News In English 


Fresh Prince Of Bel- Air 
Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 
National Geographic 
Renegade 
News In English 
One West Waikiki 


11:15 Sisters 


Monday, July 28, 1997 


Holy Koran 
Spirou 
Neighbours 
Deep Water Haven 
Ocean Girl 
Nature By Profession 
French Programmes 
Le Journal 
French Programme 
News Headlines 
Neighbours 
The Giant Nile 
Babylon 5 
Highlander 
News In English 
Law And Order 
Homicide 


Tuesday, July 29, 1997 


Holy Koran 
French Programmes 
Super Sport Follie 
Dog House 
Square One TV 
Album Show 
French Programmes 
Le Journal 
News Headlines 
Coach 
Tilt 23.5 
Encounter 

Nature Of Things (Documentary) 
News In English 
West Beach 
Drug Wars 


Wednesday, July 30, 1997 


10:30 

11:15 

MacGyver 

Movie 

Sunday, July 27, 1997 

3:30 

3:35 

4:05 

4:30 

5:30 

6:00 

Holy Koran 
French Programmes 
Neighbours 
Spell Binder 
Forests Of The World 
French Programmes 



7:00 

Le Journal 

3:30 

Holy Koran 

7:30 

News Headlines 

3:35 

French Programme 

7:35 

Neighbours 

4:05 

America’s Home Video 

8:00 

Soldier’s Diary 

4:30 

Energy Express 

8:30 

Challenges 

5:15 

American Chart Show 

9:10 

Spenser For Hire 

6:00 

French Programmes 

10:00 

News In English 

7:00 

Le Journal 

10:30 

Land's End 

7:30 

News Headlines 

11:15 

American Gothic 
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By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 


CHICHESTER, England — 
In films, you’re hot — and 
[lien you're not. say.s 
Kathleen Turner, a movie 
suit spending the summer in 
a town without a proper 
nun ie thcaftc. 

In the theatre, you can sos- - 
tain a career, she says. 

"The rules get better and 
belief,” mvs the husky - 
voiced actress, explaining 
her return to the theatre, this 
time in two plays at die Chi- 
chester Festival Theatre m 
Sussex, southwest England. 

While American Jilmgocrs 
can catch Turner in the new 
cuniedy A Simple Wish, she 
opened on July I in play- 
wright Sandra Ryan Hey- 
ward's one-woman show. 
Tallulah. She plays the feis- 
ty. outspoken actress Tallu- 
lah hankhcad. 

Running through July 12. 
i he play is to travel to the 
Wes! End and Broadway if 
reviews match Turner’s 
enthusiasm lor an expletive- 
filled script about an fire 
possible. ultimately self- 
destructive actress. 

Next month. Turner joins 
Rula Lensfca in a revival of 
the rarely staged Our Bet- 
ters. a Somerset Maugham 
play from 1917. A comedy 
of upper-crust manners, the 
play easts Turner as Lady 
Grayston, an American aris- 
tocrat paying a price for the 
moneyed milieu into which 
she has married. Director 
Michael Rudman’s produc- 
tion runs in repertory 
durough SepL 27. 

And though the Chiches- 
ter matrons may not know 
her. the autograph hounds 
have been out in mini force. 


Turner finds sustenance and a revived career on stage 



“I’m a married woman.” 
deadpanned Turner, before 
gamely posing for a photo 
with one importuning man. 
Later, she walked unnoticed 
through the town's bustling 
main street. her knapsack 
giving her the air of an ele- 
gant graduate student on the 
way to class. 

To most audiences, the 43- 
year-old actress is primarily 
known as one of the sultriest 
film rinds of the 1980s. She 
came to attention in Body 
Heat and stuck around 
through movies like Prizzi’s 
Honour, Romancing The 
Stone, Jewel Of The Nile 
and Peggy Sue Got Married, 
for which she was nominat- 


ed for an Academy Award. 

In reccul years, prize parts 
have dried up, the demenied 
matriarch in John Waters’ 
Serial Mom deliciously ex- 
cepted. as Hollywood shift- 
ed attention to an ever- 
younger crop of nubile new- 
comers. 

Turner’s own struggle 
with rheumatoid arthritis, a 
genetic disease, led to sev- 
eral years on steroids and 
other drugs resulting in a 
puffy, bloated physique at 
odds with a contemporary 
screen siren. 

Now slimmed-down and 
svelte in a pale blue Armani 
suit. Turner said over lunch 
that, in Hollywood, “you're 


used up hv the time you 'ft 
40.” 

“We in America don't 
know how lu accommodate 
the notion of a sexy -looking 
woman approaching middle 
age who is in touch with her 
sensuality. The industry 
uow is completely run by 
bankers and money-men. 
It’s really sad.” said Turner, 
running a hand through her 
honey -coloured hair. “They 
don’t take chances the way 
they used to. 

"I read these scripts and 
think, "what about the char- 
acters? Has anyone both- 
ered to think of them?' 
When I was starting, every- 
one was willing to take 


chances. Now. there's less 
respect for actors. You’re 
nor encouraged to develop 
your individuality.” 

A lesser actress might set- 
tle not so contentedly into a 
life of character roles, 
which Turner more or less 
docs in A Simple Wish, and 
two other upcoming films. 
Real Blondes and Baby 
Geniuses. Her saving grace 
is that she can reinvent her- 
self as a star on stage. 

"As a theatre actress, 
you're either an ingenue, 
which 1 never was. or you 
wait until you come into the 
great roles. That is. 1 hope, 
where I’m headed.” 

During high school days 
at the American School in 
London, Turner often went 
to the theatre. But her hopes 
of attending the prestigious 
Central School of Speech 
and Drama — alma mater of 
Laurence Olivier and 
Vanessa Redgrave — van- 
ished when her father, a 
career diplomat, suddenly 
died and she found herself 
at 17 reluming home lo 
Missouri. 

Moving to New York, after 
college. Turner worked of- 
ten in regional theatre: in a 
Washington, D.C.. produc- 
tion of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream opposite 
Avery Brooks, and as the 
young actress Nina along- 
side Tom Hulce and Linda 
Thorson in a Canadian re- 
vival of The Seagull. 

"That fourth acL is impos- 
sible," she said of the Che- 
khov masterwork. 

She made her Broadway 
debut as a replacement in 
the long-running Gemini, 
and relumed as an above- 
the-title star in 1990 to play 


Kathleen Turner in the movie Peggy Sue Got Married 


Tennessee Willi unis’ allur- 
ing Maggie in Car On A Hot 
Tin Roof. 

The actress’ subsequent 
Broadway stint in 1995 in 
Indiscretions was less fortu- 
itous. Not only did the Jean 
Cocteau premiere close at a 
loss, casting a pall over 
Turner s box-office power, 
but she was the only mem- 
ber of a five-person cast noi 
to receive a Tony Award 
nomination. (In 1990. she 
was a best-actress nominee 
for Maggie. \ 

“That hurt. It hurt. It real- 
ly did,’’ recalled Turner, 
shifting the conversation 
outside the restaurant so she 
could light a Canadian ex- 
port a cigarette. She smiled: 


I'm one of the few Ameri- 
cans who smokes. 

"1 got all these letters of 
apology from the Tony no- 
minating committee, and 
there was Eileen" — eo-stur 
Eileen Atkins — "slimming 
around backstage, shouting 
imprecations.” she said. 

Worst of all was having to 
go on television early one 
morning to announce the 
nominees only to find her- 
self not among them. '“It 
made me feel ill-used." she 
said. 

For now. Turner sounded 
pleased to be spending the 
summer in England's 
Grcenbelt, sharing a beach- 
side rental house with hus- 


band Jay Weiss and Nine- 
year-old daughter Rachel — 
"I like to be near water.” 

“1 don't think my career is 
over." she said, musing on 
the ever-competitive movie 
world that she has for the 
moment left behind. 

In those heady days a 
decade or more ago. "the 
greatness was to work with 
extraordinary actors.” 

“On die other hand." she 
said. “1 have enough work, 
enough success that I now 
have respect without hype, 
without sensationalism. 

"That allows me privacy, 
for which I am very thank- 
ful. 1 don't want to be 
flavour of the month forev- 
er.”- 




President Bill Clinton is shown on a television screen in a scene from the new movie Contact, with actress Jodie 
Foster (right). Mr. Clinton has protested at the way he is being portrayed in the new film. In the movie — which is 
about Earth contact with an extraterrestrial dviiisation — Mr. Clinton is pictured talking about the potential sig- 
nificance or the breakthrough. His remarks were actual broadcast quotes made on television news last summer 
when scientists announced a meteorite from Mars contained a possible sign of life on the red planet (Reuter photo.) 


Clinton movie debut 
worries White House 


WASHINGTON, (.AFP; — 
A new blockbuster movie 
about space aliens may be 
giving President Bill 
Clinton his debut on the big 
screen, but the White House 
is not too happy about the 
doctored cameo appear- 
ance. 

“We’ve expressed our 
concern about the use of the 
president’s likeness and tak- 
ing the president's words 
out of context.'’ spokesman 
Joe Lockhart said Monday 
after the White House sent a 
letter of protest to the pro- 
ducer. 

The film contact, which 
opened around the country 
last Friday, features Mr. 
Clinton seeking to calm the 
public after an Earth-shak- 
ing contact from extrater- 
restrials. 

But getting the big guy for 
the bit part was more 
Hollywood hijinks than a 
casting coup for the movie- 
maker Warner Brothers. 

Contact producer Robert 
Zemeckis, who so cleverly- 
inserted John F. Kennedy in 
Forrest Gump, adapted 
footage taken from a 1994 
Clinton press conference in 
which the president urged 
calm after an incident with 
Iraq. 

in Gump, the filmmak ers 


used Kennedy to set the 
main character in the past. 
This time around they want- 
ed a sense of immediacy. 

"We wanted to create in 
the minds of the audience 
the idea that this truly, truly 
was happening and it would 
be very difficult to intro- 
duce an actor playing the 
president because that takes 
away the sense of reality,” 
said a Warner Brothers 
spokeswoman. 

But appropriating the 
image of die president has 
the White House worried 
about where this might lead. 

“There is a difference 
between legitimate parody 
... (and when | the presi- 
dent’s image, which is his 
alone to control, is used in a 
way that would lead a view- 
er to imagine that he had 
said something that he did- 
n't really say.” said Mr. 
Clinton’s spokesman 

Michael McGiny. 

The White House found 
out about the appearance 
just last week and immedi- 
ately sent an admonishing 
letter to Warner Brothers 
insisting officials should 
have been notified. 

“We want to make the 
point that we should be con- 
sulted but we’re not seeking 
to make a federal case out 


of iL” Lockhart said, noting 
that it is too late now to edit 
out the offending scene. 

It's not the first time ihe 
White House has had to 
rake such steps. 

Recently, administration 
officials warned u fast-food 
chain about a radio adver- 
tisement in which a Clinton 
impersonator places an 
order in that unmistakable 
Arkansas accent. 

But Jerry’s Subs and Pizza 
ignored the request to pull 
(he ad and even produced a 
new spot with the Clinton 
sound-alike. 

“The whole thing is kind 
of silly and we decided the 
White House is not going to 
turn us over to the Justice 
Department,” said Jerry’s 
spokesman Dana Siller. The 
White House insists that 
appropriating the presi- 
dent's image for profit is a 
definite no-no but officials 
acknowledge squelching 
things like movies or songs 
would impinge on the con- 
stitutional right to freedom 
of speech. 

For instance, rightwing 
radio talk show host Rush 
Limbaugh likes to play a 
love song sung by a Clinton 
impersonator to Paul a 

Jones, the woman who has 
accused the president of 


sexual harassment. 

“The White House has 
certain legal rights in terms 
of commercial enterprise 
but we don't seek to involve 
ourselves in people’s indi- 
vidual right to use bad 
taste,” Lockhart said when 
asked about the Jones bal- 
lad. 

Mr. Clinton has not y$t 
seen Contact, which stars 
Jodie Foster, but the Whil.e 
House says he is looking 
forward to viewing the ad- 
vance copy Warner Brothers 
has sent him. 

The limelight-loving pres- 
ident may also be hoping it 
will win him some kudos. 

“Maybe now the president 
can get an Oscar to put next 
lo the first lady's Grammy." 
said Lockhart, referring to 
the award Hillary Clinton 
won for the audio-taped 
version of her book it Takes 
A Village. 

Though Contact is Mr. 
Clinton’s first big screen 
appearance, he did play 
himself in a television 
movie about a dying child 
in January, when he was 
pitching legislation on fam- 
ily medical leave. 


The ‘unfolding , 9 not aging, of Dy an Cannon 



By Douglas J. Rowe 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Dyan Can- 
non thinks people “unfold” 
rather than “age.” 

“I don't like to dunkjpf it 
as aging, because r'Bon't 
think we do age. I know the 
world says" that, but the’ 
world is looking at the out- 
side all the time." die three- 
tirae Academy Award nomi- 
nee says. 

As someone whose at- 
tempts to look inside herself 
and others have been well- 
chronicled. she’s circum- 
spect enough to concede her 
disbelief in aging sounds 
siUy. 

Such concessions offer an 
impression of someone who 
has a sense of humour and 
self-awareness, not some- 
one who’s a flake — even 
though she speaks in a hotel 
suite permeated by the 
incense she’s burning and 
her soothing new age music 
still, whether it's a spiritual 
nostrum or simply denial 
about aging, one of them, in 
tandem with a rigorous 
exercise regimen (her La- 
lanne trampoline lies near- 
by). goes a long way toward 
explaining how Miss Can- 
non can pull off playing a 
flim-flam floozy who looks 
sexy at 60 in a bikini. 

She says she took her lat- 
est role, in the Jack Lem- 
mon- Walter Matthau film 
Out To Sea. because she 
wants to perform in things 
that are “uplifting” — a 
word she uses more than 
once during an interview. 

“I can mm on the TV 
news all day if I wanted to 
feel bad,” she says, laugh- 
ing in that trademark cackle 
often heard on the old 
Tonight show with Johnny 
Carson. 

“Years ago. I looked up 
the word ‘success’ in the 
dictionary. And one of the 
definitions of the word is 
happiness. And I said, ‘I’m 
gonna make a decision to be 
happy. I'm just gonna make 
a decision.’ and that’s easy 
to do when everything’s 
going great, but when it’s 
not, sometimes I feel like an 
ostrich who sticks my head 
in the sand.” 

During those down times, 
though, she feels that cer- 
tain principles get her by. 

“The biggest one is that I 
put ray faith and trust in 
God,” Miss Cannon says. 
“I’ve really studied, and 
searched and thought and 
read ...” Has she ever. Jt 
started with Esalen in the 
late ’60s, continued through 
primal scream therapy, psy- 
cho-cybernetics, rolfing “to 


another, to another, lo 
another, to another, to 
another, to another." 

“I thought wealth and 
fame and all that stuff was 
really going to be the pad 
that 1 stand on that would 
make me taller ... and dial 
wasn't it." she says. 

“I tried a lot of therapies 
... people say ’you had 
everything, you had this, 
you had that.' And that’s 
exactly my point: 1 had the 
things. Everything. Every- 
thing. Tiling. Underline the 
thing” still, she had that 
feeling in her gut that some- 
thing was missing. 

After all that searching, 
she says she found the main 
tenets to which she sub- 
scribes in the Bible. 

Her grappling with spiri- 
tuality and religiosity goes 
back to her childhood. Bora 
in 1937 in Tacoma, Wa- 
shington, with the name 
Samille Diane Freisen, she 
grew with a Baptist father 
and a Jewish mother. 

And while her parents 
loved each other very much, 
she recalls them becoming 
“radical” as their children 
grew up because they want- 


ed the kids to believe as 
they believed. It was a bat- 
tle over how lo "brand" the 
kids with religion. 

"If it’s all one, you can’t 
brand it," she says. 

In her late teens. Miss 
Cannon moved to Califor- 
nia to model and to ucl and 
eventually became the child 
bride of Cary Gram, bearing 
his only child — Jennifer 
Grant, now an actress. 

After her divorce from 
Grant, she received best- 
supporting actress Oscar 
nominations for 1969‘s Bob 
And Carol And Ted And 
Alice and Heavan Can Wait 
in I97S. as well as for writ- 
ing and directing a short 
film. Growing Pains: 
Number One, in 1976. 

She remarried in 1 9S5. 
and that ended in divorce, 
too, after six years. 

And through it all, she 
was on that spiritual search. 

Finally, she figured out: 
“Joining a club ain’t going 
to help. I've got to be 
responsible for me, and my 
feelings. And that's wherein 
it lies. I kept trying to make 
my happiness dependent on 


somebody else. And if he 
didn’t make me happy, he 
was to blame. Well, that 
ain’t it. I can’t blame any- 
body else anymore. 

“Thai’s a big one." she 
says, breaking into gales of 
laughter, punctuating what a 
breakthrough she feels she’s 
made. 

And to back up her asser- 
tion that she looks lo no one 
else for affirmation and 
affection anymore, she re- 
veals lhat she hasn't had a 
beau in three years. "I al- 
ways had a boyfriend." she 
says. 

Describing herself as “ul- 
trasensitive.” Miss Cannon 
says she felt staggered by 
both divorces. 

“T thought I'd always be 
married to my first husband 
and. when that one ended. I 
thought I'd always be mar- 
ried to my second husband. 
But 1 always kind of think 
that everything is going to 
go on forever,” she says. 

“Letting go of old con- 
cepts for new is always a 
struggle. But when you’re 
through wrestling, there's 
victory” 
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spray flu vaccine 
effective, U.S. study says 



By Eddie Evans 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A nasal 
spray vaccine proved very 
effective in preventing 
influenza among young 
children in a clinical trial, 
raising hopes that flu shots 
may become a thing of the 
pasL the government said. 

The vaccine, which was 
developed by government 
and university scientists 
over 30 years, could be in 
use by fall 1999 under a 
licensing agreement with 
biopharmaceutical firm Avi- 
ron. the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) said. 

In the trial, conducted last 
year, only one per cent of 
1 ,070 children who received 
the vaccine developed con- 
firmed influenza, against 18 
per cent of children who 
received a placebo, NIH 
said in a statement 
■‘The initial results from 
this trial are very exciting," 
said Anthony Fauci, director 
of the NIH's National Insti- 
tute of Allergy and Infec- 
tious Diseases (NIAJD). 

“An influenza vaccine 
given in a nasal spray would 


be easier to administer and 
more acceptable than an 
injection, especially to chil- 
dren. Such a vaccine could 
have a significant impact on 
public health," he said. 

Aviron will ask the Food 
and Drug Administration 
next year to approve use of 
the vaccine in children and 
healthy adults and intends 
to make it available by pre- 
scription for the fall 1999 
flu season. NIH said. 

As with injected flu vac- 
cine. the nasal vaccine 
would be needed annually, 
because virus strains change 
from year to year. 

Each year between 35 
million and 50 million 
Americans get flu, and more 
than 20,000 people die, NIH 
said. In addition to the cost 
of lost workdays, an esti- 
mated $4.6 billion is spent 
annually on direct medical 
costs. 

The trial was conducted 
by Aviron and N1AID at 10 
locations around the coun- 
try. Two-thirds of the 1 .602 
children enrolled in the 
study received the vaccine, 
while the remaining third 
received a placebo. 


When the children were 
monitored for flu symp- 
toms, the vaccine was found 
to protect them from both 
the A and B strains of in- 
fluenza virus circulating last 
year. 

“We targeted this trial to 
healthy young children, 
because they experience the 
highest incidence of in- 
fluenza disease and often 
spread the virus to others,” 
study leader Robert Belshe 
of Saint Louis University in 
Missouri said. 

Many elderly people are 
immunised yearly with an 
injectable vaccine, because 
more than 90 per cent of 
deaths associated with in- 
fluenza occur in people 
aged 65 or more. Injectable 
vaccine is not currently 
given routinely to children. 

Some of the children 
received two doses of the 
vaccine, spaced two months 
apart, and others received a 
single dose. Both methods 
were effective, NIH said. 

A dose comprised two 
tiny squirts (0.25 millilitre 
per nostril) of spray. Over- 
all, the vaccine did not pro- 
duce side effects. 


Aviron plans a large trial 
in healthy working adults 
this fall, NIH said. 

Unlike injecrable flu vac 
cines, which are made from 
killed vims strains, the nasal 
spray vaccine is a weakened 
form of a live virus, which 
is better at stimulating 
immunity, NIH said. 

The so-called “cold-adap- 
ted" vaccine produces good 
growth of the virus in the 
nasal passages, which are 
cooler than other parts of 
the body, but not in the 
lungs, which might cause 
respiratory disease. 

The vaccine stimulates 
mucosa] immunity in the 
nose as well as the rest of 
the body. “This allows the 
vaccine to mimic a natural 
infection and induce immu- 
nity without actually caus- 
ing the disease.” NIAID re- 
searcher Brian Murphy said. 

The spray is being devel- 
oped under a cooperative 
research and development 
agreement between NIAID 
and Aviron. A previous ag- 
reement between NIAID 
and Wyeth-Ayerst Labora- 
tories ended in 1 993. 


Benzene linked to leukaemia 
and other blood disorders 


WASHINGTON (R) — The widespread contaminant ben- 
zene was found to increase the risk of leukaemia and other 
blood disorders in a study of 75,000 Chinese workers, the 
Journal of the National Cancer Institute reported. 

Benzene, which pollutes air and groundwater, comes 
from numerous industrial sources, cigarette smoke, gaso- 
line and automobile emissions, the journal said in a news 
release. 

“The authors conclude that benzene exposure is associat- 
ed with a spectrum of hematologic (blood) cancers and 
related disorders in humans," the news release said. “Risks 
for these conditions, they said, are elevated at average ben- 
zene exposures of less than 10 ppm (parts per million) and 
show some tendency to rise with increasing exposure." 

Since 1987 the National Cancer Institute has collaborated 
with the Chinese Academy of Preventive Medicine and its 
team of researchers in 12 cities to investigate unresolved 
questions surrounding benzene contaminants and blood 


diseases. 

There has been scientific agreement that benzene causes 
leukaemia, but questions have remained regarding the link 
between the level of exposure and the level of risk, the jour- 
nal said. There also have been questions over the potential 
association of benzene with other blood disorders. 

The study covered 74,828 benzene-exposed workers 
employed from 1972 to 1987 in 672 Chinese factories. A 
variety of industries and occupations using benzene were 
studied, including painting, printing, and the manufacture 
of footwear, paint and other chemicals. 

An unexposed comparison group of 35,805 workers was 
assembled during the same period in the same 1 2 cities. 

Workers exposed to average levels of benzene had double 
the risk of the unexposed workers, the journal said. 
Workers with 10 or more years of benzene exposure had 
four times the risk of developing non-Hodgldn’s lymphoma 
than did unexposed workers, the journal said. 
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PLACES IN THE HEART 
By Harold B. Counts 


1 — mod 

5 Been out datecs 

38 PrtcUy utart 
37 Certain bunBckel 

82 FU> game 
63 F*ki 

65 Hues 
87 SooMng wont 

10 Food fish 

40 S1tef10«* » 

84 Climbed 

89 -ArtOes 

14 Twisted ttnoad 

creator 

66 Japanese- 

90 Western 

19 Newspaper 

41 E«iremety smal 

Amencan 

91 Tnaeeura — 

Beaton, brtely 

prd. 

67 Source ol a kted 

92 Le — .Fiance 

2r. Udtiusalati's 

42 Become very 

of butter 

93 Nearer 

lainor 

angry 

70 Afterward 

95 Woody me 

Ji Howatan pon 

44 Oie: Ger. 

71 Where |oggeiE 

96 Touched 

22 Commingle 

45 Food soaps 

cross paths? 

100 Taiftar 

23 Where King Kong 
walks? 

48 Unless 

73 Toreador's ca£ 

101 Where tcv^ts 

47 Storms 

74 —tor Hie road 

garnered? 

28 Soedrota8«o 

40 Tost sue 

75 Kfci 

103 Ship pan 

27 Intimate 

50 P hooey) 

■n Sty ay 

104 UKegoodwtoa 

28 Bool overhang 

51 Where jocks 

7B — Random 

105 Town (tank 

29 Finances 

josh? 

79 Put u sleep? 

105 Oinaiwtaa 

X Cralts' companon 

55 OiyW Chile 

BI Wrong 

107 5uodnci 

31 San birth 

57 Raises 

83 "The — and too 

108 Schools of 

32 Pidiod 

59 Desert dream? 

Book’ 

whalas 

33 Lighf-stand 

60 Wino vessels 

64 Ms. 

109 Join 

poison 

61 More expensive 

Eisartuwei 

110 Oboe 

□OWN 

i Sean, nouaralv 

24 Bonanza's Greene 

52 Crtoccn 

82 Beaches 

2 EecoUeiS 

25 DaSy PtenoT 

53 Harder to IM 

83 Change 

3 Prpol (cedar 
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' Votoel laaluros 

5 Wul 

6 Some Peruvians 

7 Holldflylivw 

8 German 

Oidamaiicr 

5 Bmaft rood won) 

10 Trembles 

1 1 Tokos a long walk 

12 Foamy Arte 

13 John — Pastel 

14 Former 

hoavywogii! 

15 Deadlock 
18 Where HU 

Parley? 

17 Cobfifuevti 

18 Former wnm 


29 Ignominy 

31 Skigger Bonks 

32 Rocky cM* 

33 Suwjnedbndc 
3a Pertaining to 

knowledge 

35 Wtore secretaries 
MdaKzaT 

36 Tokos great 
pleasure 

3^ Sporis group# 

38 Perform onstage 

39 McEnmo si el. 
ai More pleasant 
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afi Famous 
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5i Stevedores 


56 Family drete 


58 Abominable 
60 Often worker 
82 Has a meal 
63 Eupnorie smoke 
84 Slovenly ones 
65 Piragua 
86 One d ibe 
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67 OdU 

88 Woo — dUallaa- 

89 Canute Itawman 
71 Bright prospect 
73 Frsindi nwr 

78 Spud 
78 Jawmusde 
80 Piratae 1 nee ds 


84 Ffces 
88 Always, to a pM 
88 Sharpen 
80 — man Ho 
91 Out d energy 
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90 Expense 
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statement 

88 Wine won! 

97 Fuiclion 

96 Side 

99 Legal doeunai* 

101 SkRpasa 

102 College 
crateasoi 



Diagram I esss, 21x21 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
l — Vegas 

4 G-Tvenara 

5 Stale Irmly 

6 EWJdnol ur4 

3 Convert} into cash 
13 Oocrrebte 
15 RBI. n g 
19 Let shonorwr 
W -Cla» <10 — " 

21 o I Two Cites' 

22 Legged 
24 Clapton 

DOWN 
1 Wash 

I Passed wtlh Rvmg 

colon) 

3 Avenue 

4 Golf norm 

8 MahO eyes HI 

7 t>tto periods 

a Scum of tennis 

10 Sdtolar's colter 

11 Spouwa 

12 She look a long 
saeua 

ia Leave suddenly 


25 Spa me Beans 

26 - duel 

27 Roguoe 
29 Slain 

31 BUcai pcophei 

32 Privy to 
34 Rmhv Trial 
37 NYC's — Ho* 
41 Pitcher Ryan 

43 Poooved 

44 Torrent 

47 Hodgepodge 


15 Fret 

15 Toode-oo 
17 Steep live — 

16 Some bdla 

21 " — . I knew tom" 
23 Mate boo 
28 Money 
borrowed 
30 Ctahes 
33 — and luck 

35 ‘—nan is you* 

36 Lament 

37 Engmopon 


48 Kind of toast 
50 Twntengpbm 
leal ura 

52 Ferrets out 
54 LdyatSI 
65 Dtstroseos 

57 ESy and bv 

58 Courts of i 
64 Baby i 
00 Metal boa 
67 Docile 
69 Located 


38 "Rock Of— " 

39 Actor's pfcim 

40 Gobble 

42 intsgore. ebbt. 
*5 vteinamese Now 
Year 
46 Eve's 
grandson 
48 Attea 
51 Fans 
53 Schemed 
58 Wanted hard 
SB OfbSlti 


71 France's neighbor 

72 Corrupt 

73 WoHng aid 

74 Contncd 

75 Hue — Pen 

76 -The Odd Coupte- 
star 

80 Game mm 
Bi t wasn't Du* in a 
day 

82 Singer Adame 
B3 Shoewtah 


59 Stumble 

60 Ceremony 
Sr CnTe none 

62 Wf dflMrU 

63 Pi* cn 
tees 

65 Cuter* card 
88 Verve 
70 BAorMA 

77 Style 

78 Pierre's 
Mend 

79 Bom 


happy 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 




Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Funny; Many would have fatter wallets If they removed oil 
their credit cards. 

2. Prospector dbcb hot campfire to melt down hie few gold 
nuggets Into one larger ingot. 

3. How fast your kid, who not eo long ago waa afraid of the 
dark, is now the teenager who wants to stay oat aU night! 

4. Pet dog dug up old egg in pen, ate it, and got ill. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.JTESQ TBSHA TC SHE MHPTSEWH »IK£« 
LUABD SUSH LBKM1LJ JTE8QD1HAD GTA 
ILB DEPPHA ARDL. — By Earl belaud 

3.CHKB H JHERUPIV CBS CUTUPS COKER IB 
B JOKER IZ EVOKERS EUPDVS ZIV POKER. 

— By Dnane H. MtCop 

3. BTJOV SAE QTOARFJ PRIZXZJWKr "OLRPB 
ZJ J9IBOLZXD CARUJUXOAV BZPJO-WAUJJ 
UQSYO CLRUJOXO TXERP DAUJJ." 

— ByRitaSahWK 

4. KYDZ A3GIN ROUNDS SONDA JVW SLR JED 
VS JD1GRDA O UGLWY ZDK "JOKE" WORD. 

— By Ed BuddlMOi 
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Keeping hospital patients happy 


By Liz Clark 

FOR HOSPITAL patients, the worst problems can 
include the loneliness of being away from home and 
the frustration and boredom of having to stay in bed. 

Now a British design company has come up with a 
communications and entertainment centre that will 
help keep patients interested and amused, and in touch 
with friends and relatives. 

The Patientline Hospital Bedside Communication 
Terminal is a telephone, colour television, radio, elec- 
tronic voice mail and reading tight all in one. 

It is supported by a counter-balanced arm which is 
permanently fixed behind the bedhead. Patientline is 
believed to be the only product in the world that com- 
bines all these features in one terminal. 

Cambridge Product Design carried out research at a 
number of hospitals before starting to design and engi- 


neer the visual, ergonomic and mechanical details of 
the terminal. One important feature was the ability of 
the telephone to be used comfortably by patients’! 
whether sitting in a chair or lying flat 
They can also view up to 13 channels on TV, listen to 
eight radio stations, view selected videos and even 
oider meals. 

Patientline has now been installed in two hospitals in 
the south of England, and 25 more in the UJK. are due 
to have it soon. 

There is no cost to hospitals who have the system. 
Patients pay for it with a coded smart card bought in 

the hospital from a vending machine. 

The terminal bad to be designed with care as it need- 
ed to be safe, easy to use, and it had to be able to stand 
up to wear and tear. It also had to be quick to move 
away from the patient when necessary — London 
Press Service. 


Bacteria could cause heart attacks 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

LONDON — British re- 
searchers said Tuesday they 
had found intriguing evi- 
dence that a common bacte- 
ria can cause heart attacks. 

They said men who had 
suffered one heart attack 
and who had antibodies to 
chlamydia pneumoniae 
were four rimes more likely 
to suffer second heart at- 
tacks. Treating them for the 
infection lowered the risk. 

The findings, published in 
the American Heart Asso- 
ciation Journal Circulation, 
add to a growing body of 
evidence that heart attacks 
may sometimes be due to 
infection rather than genet- 
ics or lifestyle. 

“We know that antibodies 
seem to be linked to heart 
disease." Dr. Sandeep Gup- 
ta at St. George's Hospital 
Medical School in London, 
who led the study, said in a 
telephone interview. 

In addition, the chlamydia 
bacteria — which cause a 
chest infection and which 


are a close relative of a 
common sexually transmit- 
ted disease — have turned 
up in the fatty plaques that 
line clogged arteries. 

Dr. Gupta’s British Heart 
Foundation team joined the 
race of researchers trying to 
establish a more than cir- 
cumstantial link between 
the bug and heart attacks. 

His learn took 213 sur- 
vivors of heart attacks and 
divided them into three 
groups according to how 
many chlamydia antibodies 
they had in their blood. 

They watched for heart 
attacks for IS months. 

“The group of heart pa- 
tients with negative anti- 
bodies, they had an approx- 
imately seven per cent 
event rate over 1 8 months," 
Dr. Gupta said. 

Those with intermediate 
levels of antibodies had 
double that risk, while those 
with high antibody levels 
— meaning a bigger chla- 
mydia infection — had a 28 
per cent “event rate" of 
heart attacks. That was four 


times the risk of the group 
that had no antibodies. 

“But the guys that had 
high antibodies and also got 
antibiotics, their risk went 
down to eight per cent," Dr. 
Gupta added. They, were 
given a single three-day 
course of Azithromycin, 
although Dr. Gupta said he 
believed several antibiotics 
such as Tetracycline would 
also have worked. 

‘This is a small study" 
Dr. Gupta noted. He said his - 
team would now start a two- 
year study with 2,500 vol- 
unteers. “I don’t think we 
are in a position yet to tell 
people you should be hav- 
ing antibiotics. No way," he 
added. 

Dr. Gupta said he thought 
chlamydia was causing 
inflammation, which in turn 
caused blood clots. 

The chlamydia was some- 
how crossing into the arter- 
ies, he added. Immune sys- 
tem cells could be the key. 

“It’s a lung infection but 
it’s found in the coronary," 
he said. “It may be trans- 


ported in the monocyte, the . 
warrior, tbe white cell." 

Activated monocytes pro- 
duce a chemical on theirs 
surface known as tissue fad? 
tor. Meant to be part of the" 
healing process, it can help' 
trigger blood clotting. 

Chlamydia was a logical 
culprit because it was so 
insidious. Dr. Gupta added. 
It could lurk in the body a 
long time, causing few 
symptoms but a lot of dam- 
age. 

Tf you look at other 
chlamydia species, it’s the 
commonest cause of infer- 
tility in the USA,” he said. 
“It causes inflammation of 
the fallopian tubes and then 
it causes scarring." 

With another chlamydial 
infection, trachoma, blind- 
ness is caused in a similar 
way by scarring eye tissue. 

If antibiotics could help 
even a small percentage of 
people with heart disease, 
many lives would be saved 
by something as easy as tak- 
ing a few tablets. Dr. Gupta 
said. 


Fat and fit healthier than skinny — expert 


LONDON (R) — Being fit is more important for health than 
being thin, a U.S. researcher told a recent conference. 

Obese people who are fit arc less likely to die than thin people 
who do not exercise. Steven Blair, clinical director of the Cooper 
Institute for Aerobics Research, said. 

He said lie knew his research would be controversial, but it 
meant it could 1 m more important to tel] overweight people to 
exercise than to put diem on a diet or on drugs. 

”1 know we are swimming upstream with this." Dr. Blair told 
the conference on physical activity and healthy weight manage- 
ment, sponsored by Britain's Health Education Authority and the 
Association for the Study of Obesity. 

“Thinness is fine if you want to be a swimsuit model. It's fine if 
you don't want to be discriminated against." Dr. Blair concluded. 
“But if you don't want 10 die, you're better off to be fit and have 
a big waist." 

Dr. Blair's team studied 25.000 men and 7,000 women aged 20 
to 88. with a mean age of 42. They assessed their fitness levels in 
a laboratory and ranked the least fit one-lhird os unfit, the next 
third as moderately fit and tin? group best able 10 manage the 
treadmill test as very fit Then they watched them for eight yean;. 

Those who were the least fit were twice os likely to die as those 
who were moderately or very fit The effect was the same when 
alcohol consumption, smoking, age, weight and other factors 


were taken into consideration. 

The effect was also the same regardless of percentage body fin 
to muscle, total body fat or waist-to-hip ratio — generally con- 
sidered a measure of “high-risk" fat. 

“The amount of fat that these men have does not matter," Dr. 
Blair said. “What matter; is whether they are fit or unfit" 

Even the “men with big bellies" had a lower death rate if they 
were fit than thin, unfit men. Dr. Blair found. He said he hoped 
other researchers would try to duplicate his findings. 

Wim Saris of the University of Maastricht in the Netherlands 
said exercise was proved to bum off fat and helped counteract the 
bad effects of dieting — such as a lowered metabolic rate. 

It also seemed to change people’s appetites — causing them to 
choose healthier foods, he said. 

Dr. Blair said the amount of exercise needed to be “moderately 
fit"’by his team's standards was modest. Walking briskly for half 
an hour a day — about 3.2 kilometres worth — would do it. he 
said. “You do not have to be an athlete." be added. “You just have 
to get out of the bottom — you have to get out of the couch pota- 
to category." 

But this is the hand part, Peter Fentem and Simon Mocketi of 
University of Nottingham told the conference, “Few older people 
report walking at a fairly brisk or fast pace for half an hour," they 
said. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


PUZZLES 


1 . “Great American Train Robbery" produced in 1903. 

2. Myma Loy. 

3. Pathe in 1910 

4. They signify that he belongs 10 the American Society 
of cinematographers. 

5. Robert Taylors. 

6. D. W. Griffith is credited with their production, 

7. No - Culver City. California. 

8. Westerns. 

* # * + 


(A) THE LAST LETTERS 
—ANDREW 


* * * 


(B) TWO AT A TIME 
—ANTELOPE 
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A defensive Arafat prepares 
to reshuffle his cabinet 


Jewish radical group assaults PNA deputy 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat faced with a blocked peace process with 
Israel, an administration accused of corruption, and declin- 
ing popularity, has decided to reshuffle his cabinet 

Many Palestinian analysts fear the reshuffle of the 24- 
minister cabinet will be merely cosmetic and that Mr. 
Arafat will not change the way be runs the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

Mr. Arafat’s spokesman said the Palestinian president will 
reshuffle the government within the next two weeks for the 
second time since the Palestinians achieved autonomy in 
19 94, in order to deal with the “difficult” situation. 

The summer has been a rough one for Mr. Arafat, with the 
outlook for the Palestinian state he fought for decades 
waning while unhappiness waxes in the West Bank and 
Gaza strip with the PNA’s abuses. 

“The political situation is in an impasse and the internal 
situation is very bad, mainly because of the corruption,” 
said Ali Jerbawi, political science professor at Bir Zeit uni- 
versity on the West Bank. 

“The people won’t agree to losses on both fronts. The 
[Palestinian National] Authority can’t ignore the popular 
tion’s resentment," he told Agence France Presse (AFP). 

Mr. Jerbawi said Mr. Arafat’s decision to lift the veil on 
corruption — more than $300 milli on mismanaged last 
year, or 40 per cent of the PNA’s budget, according to an 
internal audit — was a move in die right direction. 

However, by doing this, the Palestinian chief is raising 
public expectations but hardly has the means to satisfy 
them, he said. “People expect a major change, and I’m 
afraid that there won't be any. We would then see even 
more disillusionment among the population,” Mr. Jerbawi 
said. 


Abdul Fatah Hamayel, a Fatah deputy in the Palestinian 
Legislative Council, said the PNA will be expected to deal 
seriously with those found guilty of corruption. 

“They must get to the bottom of the matter, find those 
who are guilty and punish them. But Fm afraid that no such 
thing will occur. We will see a superficial change.” Mr. 
Hamayel predicted. Ghassan Khatib, who beads the inde- 
pendent Palestinian news agency JMCC, said Mr. Arafat 
“will play musical chairs with his ministers, switching 
diem from one post' to another without making any sub- 
stantial changes, to make people think that he is taking 
action." 

“For the moment, he contents himself with reacting to 
Israeli demands,” Mr. Khatib told AFP. 

Mr. Arafat had a senior Palestinian police officer arrested 
last week after Israel accused the man of planning attacks 
on settlements. 

He has entrusted International Cooperation Minister 
Nabil Shaath with the current phase of talks with Israel, 
pushing aside chief negotiator Saeb Erakat about whom rise 
Israelis have complained *1 think that for Arafat the polit- 
ical agenda [with Israel] is more important than the inter- 
nal situation, which is potentially very dangerous,” Mr. 
Khatib said •' 

According to a poll published this month, Mr. Arafat’s 
popularity rating has dropped significantly in the territo- 
ries, falling below 50 per cent for the first time. 

Only 495 per cent of those asked said they are satisfied 
with his actions. 

An official commission of inquiry called on Mr. Arafat to 
dismiss corrupt ministers, but the names of those concerned 
were not made public. 


(Continued from page 1) 

anti-Arab group Kach, 
banned by Israel since 
1994. 

Five Israelis in a white 
Subaru car chased Mr. 
Zaki, a PLC member from 
Hebron, as he drove -past 
the Gush Etsion bloc of set- 
tlements on the Hebron- 
Jerusalem road, his driver 
told AFP. 

The Israelis pursued Mr. 
Zaki’s car to Gilo, a settle- 
ment on Jerusalem’s south- 
ern edge, and when they 
stopped ar a red light, “they 
came out of their car, armed 
with machine guns,” said 
the driver, Farid Jabatin. 


“They beat on the car and. 
tried to drag out Zaki. I got 
out and scr^ed wi& them- 
Theji the light turned and 
they got back in . their car . 
and. drove off,” he said. 

Mr. Zaki, who was unin- 
jured, continued his route to. 
the West Bank town -of 
Ramailah to attend the 
weekly session of the PLC. 
The council issued, a state- 
ment condemning the 
attack. 

The -Front for the Zionist 
Idea is thought to be. made 
up of former members of 
Kach, an extreme national- 
ist group, made up mainly 
ofWest Bank settlers which 
was banned after one of its 


members, Baruch .Gold-, 
stein, gimned down . 29 

' Palestiman wohsh^ a 

Hebron mosque in 1994- ‘ 

The ; group re-em erged , 
into thespotlight last month 
when one of its members, 
Tatiana Sosskmit 27„ ptas-' 
tered Arab shops in Hebron 
. with .anti-Islamic posters, 
sparking riots in the- West 
Bank town. 

Sosskmd, a Russian who 
emi gra te d to Israel in 1991, 
went .on trial iu- ;an ^Israeli, 
court two weeks ago wear- 
ing a T-shirt emblazoned 
with Kacfr's symbol,' 4 fist 
. in a starof David. 

Wednesday’s incident 
comes a day after Israeli 


. .soldiers detained four other 
PLC members, all members 

of Yasser 

Liberation Oigitnisation 
(FLO) faction Fateh. 

“We ■ were questioned 
- without explanation and 
taken, to the Beit El military 
base ‘ before we . were. 
releaseiL” said one of them, 
Marwan Baiguthi, the West 
B«nk. ; hfiad of Fateh. He 
; added thi they were not 
mteriogated. 

_ Tensions in. .the West 
Bank between. Palestinians, 
Israeli soldiers and Jewish 
settlers'bave mounted in the 
pasr week as. the freeze in 
the peace process enters its 
fifth mdntb. . 


Jordan beats Kuwait, qualifies to Pan-Arab Games soccer final 


(Continued frra page 1) 

Wednesday was also a 
record-breaking day for 
Jordan in the taekwondo 
event at the Games with the 
Kingdom’s athletes earning 
a total of eight medals with 
3 gold, 3 silver and 2 
bronze (see story on page 
10). 

While the soccer was tied 
1-1 at halftime, Jordan was 
not expected to beat the 


favourites .Kuwait, a team 
with an impressive record 
in Asia and a World Cup 
qualifier in 1982 
Abdullah Shiyyab scored 
Jordan’s two goals to lead 
2-1 early in the second half, 
before Jiiyes Tadrosadded 
the third in the final - min- 
utes of the match securing 
Jordan’s lead at 3-1. Kuwait 
added their second goal 
later on but conceded defeat 
and will now play die loser 


of tonight’s match for -3rd 
and 4th places. 

'Eight countries took part 
m the soccer event.- Group 1 
included Jordan,- Lebanon; 
Oman and . Libya - while 
Group 2 included Kuwait, 
the UAE, Syria and Mauri- 
tania, • . . . 

Only toe top two teams in 
each group qualified, to tbe 
second round. 

Jordan . topped Group A 
and qualified to the second 


round after a 3-1 win over 
Oman. Lebanon" joined 
them from Group A after 
beating T Jbya. 2-1 and were 
joined by Syria and Kuwait 
from Group 2.. : - 
JoFdan had scored 1-1 
-draws . with Libya and 
Lebanon in the first round. 
-The Kingdom *s best -result 
in pa& soccer cbmeptitions 
at the Games was fourth. 


King issues Royal Decree declaring elections on time Palestine Airlines land first flight in Amm an 


(Continued from page 1) 

compromise with the oppo- 
sition before elections were 
held. 

Mr. Thneibat told the Jor- 
dan Times after his meeting 
with Mr. Khasawneh that 
“(the decree) falls within the 
King’s constitutional pow- 
ers and is not in contradic- 
tion of a dialogue between 
the government and the 
Islamists, if the government 
is ready to open a dialogue 
to achieve a solution to the 
crisis.’’ 

According to Mr. Thnei- 
bat, the meeting, which took 
place at the Royal Court, 
was ordered by the King in 
order to “assess the real rea- 
sons” behind die Muslim 
Brotherhood’s decision not 
to participate in the elections 
unless certain conditions 
were met, and to stress the 
need for a dialogue between 
the government and the 
Islamic opposition “to over- 
come the current crisis.” 

Mr. Khasawneh told Mr. 
Thneibat that His Majesty 
“hopes that all parties will 
shoulder their responsibili- 
ties and open a dialogue 
with the government to 


reach an agreement in the 
national interest,” the Broth- 
erhood’s leader said in the 
telephone interview. 

Mr. Thneibat said he reit- 
erated to the Royal Court 
chief dial various reasons 
contributed to his move- 
ment’s decision. He listed 
them as: 1994 Joidanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, the nor- 
malisation of ties with the 
Jewish state, economic 
reforms undertaken by pre- 
vious governments — 
based on die privatisation 
process — and restrictions 
recently imposed on public 
freedoms — mainly free- 
dom of expression, freedom 
of association and freedom 
of die press. 

Mr. Khasawneh reportedly 
said he would relay the 
Brotherhood’s explanations 
to the King. 

The meeting broke a dead- 
lock in talks between die 
two parties which had 
become apparent earlier in 
the day, when Islamist insid- 
ers expressed scepticism 
that a dialogue between the 
government and the Muslim 
Brotherhood could lead to 
the movement rescinding its 
boycott decision. 


“The decision to boycott 
was discussed at all levels, 
before being ratified by the 
Council of Thirty," (die 
Brotherhood’s decision- 
making body), a Muslim 
Brotherhood's spokesperson 
said yesterday, before the 
Royal Court meeting took 
place. 

“It is too late now, to 
revoke it,” he asserted. 

The Brotherhood spokes- 
person, Imad Abu Diah, had 
said dial “it was not a matter 
of one or two temporary 
laws: The current crisis 
requires an overall reassess- 
ment of the government’s 
policies and strategies.” 

“Even if the government 
withdrew the amendments 
to the Press and Publications 
Law — introduced in May 
by a tenqiorary law — Ido 
not think we would rescind 
our decision (to boycott),” 
said Mr. Abu Diah, who is a 
member of the Brother- 
hood’s Executive Commit- 
tee. 

An informed source dis- 
closed that the Brother- 
hood’s leaders were 
“offended” by the way in 
which tiie government car- 
ried out a rapprochement 


initiative on Tuesday. 

Dr. Majali reportedly dele- 
gated his press advisor to 
mak e contacts with the 
Brotherhood in order to 
soften its stands. 

The source said the Broth- 
erhood’s leaders judged the 
government’s move as 
“inadequate to the serious- 
ness of tiie crisis” and would 
have preferred the premier 
to follow up the talks per- 
sonally. 

After the Royal Court 
meeting, Mr. Thneibat con- 
vened a meeting of the 
Brotherhood's Executive 
Committee. 

Details of the long meet- 
ing, which was protracted 
until night, were not dis- 
closed. 

Before the last elections, 
held in 1993, the Muslim 
Brotherhood bad threatened 
to boycott in protest against 
the one-person, one-vote 
system, introduced by a 
temporary law shortly 
before the polls. 

The movement, however, 
retracted its position after a 
King’s speech urged a gen- 
eral participation to the 
polls. 


Israeli Arab attacker of British teens in hospital 


(Continued from page 1) 

assailant. 

“Suddenly, a driver came 
out of the car holding a 
sword in one hand and a 
commando knife in another. 
He swiped at several people 
and even hit a few," Mr. 
Consul told the radio. 

“When I arrived at the 
entrance to one of the 


restaurants, I pointed a gun 
at him and said, ‘stop police 
get on the floor’." 

Tel Aviv district police 
commander, Shlomo Aha- 
ronishki, said the man came 
from the Galilee town of 
Nazareth. 

“He is not cooperating 
with us at present," Mr. 
Aharonishki said. “The 
only thing be says is that he 


doesn’t know what hap- 
pened and can’t remember 
what happened.” 

A man identified by 
Israel's array radio as the 
attacker’s brother denied 
media reports that he was a 
Muslim extremist. 

‘This is something that’s 
really shocked us and the 
background to it is not 
nationalist This is simply a 


man who has a few prob- 
lems at home with the fam- 
ily and I think that’s what 
led him to do this,” he told 
the radio. 

The man was scheduled 
to be arraigned Wednesday, 
but the hearing was can- 
celled because he was in 
hospital. 


Israel, PNA tone down peacemaking optimism 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Netanyahu’s media 
adviser David Bar-Ill an 
said cooperation with the 
Palestinians was “discussi- 
ble but we need more action 
on terrorism.” 

Israel has arrested four 
Palestinian policemen who 
it alleged were involved in 
planning attacks against 
Jewish settlers. Palestinian 
security officials have 
arrested a senior PLO 
police officer in the West 
Bank. 


Mr. Bar-Elan said Israel 
and the PLO were likely to 
continue along what has 
been termed an informal 
track of discussions on the 
ports, passage and an offi- 
cial lining of an Israeli clo- 
sure of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“I assume that sooner or 
later these talks, whether 
they will be announced as 
formal talks or as informal 
talks will produce results 
and I think both sides ore 
interested,” he said. 

But PLO negotiator Has- 


san As four, speaking at a 
news conference in the 
West Bank town of A1 
Bireh, said, “there is a 
major political crisis and it 
is over the land. These con- 
tacts do not solve the cri- 
sis” 

The discussions skirt the 
big issue of Jewish settle- 
ment on territory captured 
by Israel in tiie 1967 Mid- 
dle East war and Mr. 
Netanyahu’s proposal to 
move immediately into 
negotiations on a perma- 
nent peace accord with the 


PLO. 

Mr. Asfour said it had 
been agreed that Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and Palestinian 
Cabinet Minister Nabil 
Shamh would meet to dis- 
cuss the work of three com- 
mittees on the Gaza airport 
and seaport and the West 
Bank -Gaza corridor. 

“Until now only the air- 
port committee has been 
working and Israel is talk- 
ing only about a third of the 
issues on this committee's 
agenda,” Mr. Asfour said. 


Israel votes for bill against withdrawing from Golan 


(Continued from page 1) 

opposition MPs then 
stormed out of the house. 

One opposition MP said 
he voted in favour by mis- 
take and another abstained 
instead of voting against the 

bill. 

Parliamentary speaker 
Dan Tichon said he would 
decide within the next 24 
houis whether to call a new 
vote. 

The bill, proposed by an 
MP from the Ultra-Nation- 
alist Tsomet Party, Eliezer 
Zandberg, says that parlia- 
ment cannot decide on any 
territorial concession on the 
Golan without the approval 
of two-thirds of members. 


“The existing law con- 
cerning the Golan cannot 
be modified without a spe- 
cial majority of 80 
deputies.” the bill said, 
referring to a December 
1981 law extending Israeli 
civil law on to the Golan. 

Damascus demands an 
Israeli pledge to hand over 
the Golan before any 
resumption in peace talks, 
saying that before negotia- 
tions broke down the previ- 
ous Labour government had 
committed to return the 
plateau to Syria. 

But Mr. Netanyahu insists 
that the Syrians return to 
the negotiating table with- 
out any preconditions and 
tiie government envisages 


only minor territorial con- 
cessions m exchange for 
peace. 

The Labour opposition is 
in principle in favour of a 
withdrawal from the Golan 
in exchange for peace, but 
has not committed to 
restore the entire plateau to 
Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu pledged 
during celebrations staged 
by settlers last week to 
mark tbe 30th anniversary 
of Israel’s occupation of the 
Golan that the future of the 
plateau lay with Israel. 

“The Golan is being 
developed non-stop and it is 
our intention to continue on 
that path,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said during his first visit to 


the Golan since he came to 
power 13 months ago. 

“The destiny of this land 
cannot be disassociated 
with that of Israel." 

Syria responded by 
accusing the hardline 
Israeli premier of distorting 
history. 

Tbe Golan has been Syr- 
ian since the dawn of time 
and it will stay that way 
whether the Zionists like it 
ornoL” the official newspa- 
per Tishrin said. 

in addition to around 
16,000 Jewish settlers, 
some 16,000 Syrian Druze 
live on the Golan who have 
all refused to take Israeli 
nationality. 


(Continued from page 1) 

we will debate the security 
differences and the civilian 
details which include cus- 
toms, passports and immi- 
gration. If Israeli intentions 
are true. 1 believe that the 
Gaza International Airport 
protocol will be finalised in 
less than a month,” the 
Palestinian official said. 

“But still we have to go 
further to negotiate the 
security issue and civil 
affairs, and after that, there 
will be a lot of things to do 
to reach the point were we. 
con sign the protocoj^" he 

“For Palestinians, the air- 
port is the- most important 


symbol of a Palestinian 
state. The movement of 
transport, cargo, passengers 
and tourists, all of these are 
important to the Palestini- 
ans," Brig. 7--tidan empha- 
sised. 

Head of the Jordan Civil 
Aviation Authority, Jassir 
Zayad told reporters that 
Palestinian Airlines will 
“temporarily” operate two 
flights daily from A1 Arish 
in the Sinai. 

“I hope that our Palestin- 
ian brothers will be able to 
operate their flights directly 
from tbe Gaza strip which . 
would enhance cooperation 
between both sides” Mr. 
Zayad said during the offi- 
cial ceremo n y- welcoming 


die landing of the first 
Palestinian flight. 

“Jordan .was the first 
country to allow PA to 
operate . its flight into its 
capital and we hope that the 
number of flights will be . 
increased sbdn,” Mr. Zayad ! 
added. 

Eraad Qablawi, the cap- 
tain of the plane, said the 
PA, which ' owns two: 
Fokker-50 planes donated 
by the Dutch government, 
has lOjrilots who wilL oper- 
ate flights into Greece, 
Istanbul, Cairo, Jeddah and 
Amman adding that: two . 
more’jets will join the PA 
fleet when operations &art 
at Gaza-Airport ; .T' ; - " 

He said that PA has : not 


received Tel Aviv’s permis- 
sion to fly : its planes en 
route- to Jordan. During 
tlieir trip to Amman, they 
used “a circular-route that 
includes flying, over A1 
Arish. Then- south towards ' 
Taba and Nuweibeh in 
: Egypt in order to fiy_ over 
the Red Sea and enter Jar- . 
daman air spare. . 

Tf Israel allows us to 
operate from the Gaza 
Strip, the duration of the 
flight' between Gaza and 
Amman will not exceed 30 
minute instead of the 85- 
minute journey that we 
haye to take from A1 Arish,” 
Mr. Qablawi noted - 
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Jordan, Iran agree to launch joint 
ventures, speed up cooperation 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Iran Wednesday agreed to 
launch joint ventures and 
speed up economic cooper- 
ation, trade officials from 
both sides announced. 

“We have reviewed exist- 
ing economic relations and 
ties between our two coun- 
tries. We have prepared the 
ground for the upcoming 
meeting of the joint eco- 
nomic committee planned 
for October,” Trade and 
Industry Minister Hani 
Mulki said following his 
meeting with his Iranian 
counterpan Mohammed 
Rida Nimat Zada. 

Mr. Zada’s visit paves the 
way for the meeting of the 
two ministers in Tehran 
next October, when a trade 
protocol is expected to be 
signed. 

“We have also agreed to 


hold some technical meet- 
ings between now and 
October in the field of 
marine transport, telecom- 
munications and tourism,” 
Dr. Mulki said in a joint 
press conference. 

The minister said that the 
Kingdom has welcomed an 
initiative by Iran to invest 
in the fertiliser industry in 
Jordan, adding that "we 
hope that by the time we 
meet in October that this 
will come to fruition.” 

Dr. Mulki also welcomed 
the preparation of docu- 
ments related to the protec- 
tion of investors and dou- 
ble taxation. A team would 
be sent to Tehran to discuss 
the main points of these 
issues in order to conclude 
an agreement. 

Mr. Zada said Iran has 
expressed willingness to 
enter into joint ventures in 
trade and industry. Two 
such projects have been 


finalised, he said. 

“We have discussed new 
agreements that have 
already started, such as in 
tourism, culture, land and 
sea transportation,” Mr. 
Zada added. 

“We hope both sides will 
come to final agreement to 
start direct flights from 
Amman to Tehran,” the 
Iranian minister said. 

Mr. Zada said Iran is 
planning an exhibition of 
Iranian products. “Hope- 
fully we can do that in over 
six or seven months,” be 
said 

The minister emphasised 
that the two sides have 
finalised joint venture in 
the petrochemical industry 
to produce phosphoric acid 
and phosphoric fertilisers 
whereby at least 50 per 
cent can be supplied by the 
Iranian side. 

“All this industrial and 
trade cooperation will have 


frill support of the Iranian 
government,” Mr. Zada 
added 

The volume of trade 
between the two countries 
last year reached $29 mil- 
lion; $20 million in Iranian 
exports to the Kingdom 
and $9 million in imports 
from Jordan, Mr. Zada 
said 

The two ministers said 
they saw no problems with 
respect to trade exchange 
between the two countries. 

But “we have seen some 
technical impediments in 
terms of banking, and we 
have agreed that we will 
resolve this by the time we 
meet in Tehran,” Dr. Mulki 
said 

“By the time we meet we 
will have something very 
good to show for the 
record that our trade has 
grown to levels we consid- 
er very comfortable,” Dr. 
Mulki said 


Israel approves 800m shekel 9 97 budget cuts 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
cabinet approved an 800 mil- 
lion shekel cut in the 1997 
budget after a stormy meet- 
ing that stretched into the 
early hours of Wednesday. 

The cabinet voted 12-4 in 
favour of the cuts proposed 
by the treasury with some 
adjustments put forward by 
Prime Minister Benyamin 


Netanyahu. 

Die cuts included 600 mil- 
lion shekels from general 
operating budgets, 180 mil- 
lion shekels to make up for 
Israel’s agreement to transfer 
$50 million in U.S. aid to Jor- 
dan, and 20 million shekels to 
fund distribution of gas 
masks to the public. 

In the session described by 


observers as turbulent. 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai walked out in 
protest against cuts in 
defence spending. 

Instead of an across-the- 
board 0.6 per cent cut in aD 
ministry budgets, cuts in the 
labour and welfare, education 
and health ministries were cut 
by 0.4 per cent while cuts in 


other ministries woe 
increased to 1.1 percent 
The defence ministry cut 
was preserved at 0.6 pea- cent 
Finance Minister Yaakov 
Neeman, speaking to 
reporters after fee vote, 
expressed satisfaction with 
the result. 



AWES: (March 21 to April 19) This is a good day to for- 
get about any difficulties which have been bothering you 
and have some fun. You should doi be afraid to speak, 
however be careful what you say as you could hurt some- 
ones feelings. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Set aside some time 
today to revise your budget thereby you will have some 
extra funds in an emergency. If you need some advice to 
do this, listen only to qualified professionals who have 
your best interest in mind. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get rid of self-imposed 
limitations which are keeping you from realising your full 
potential for success. Maintain an optimistic attitude all 
day today and thereby you can tackle any situation which 
is present 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) You have been 
concentrating too much on personal wishes lately, and you 
should make more practical plans for the days ahead. 
Later this evening will be good for meeting with fellow 
associates and make a plan of action. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You have been very busy 
wrapping up the week's business affairs, however today 
it's time to turn your attention. to personal and romantic 
matters. Later this evening will be good for taking your 
mate to a special location. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Stop toying around 
with crazy new ideas and get-rich-schemes today, and 
stick with more reliable methods of operation. Be sure to 
drive carefully while on the highway thereby avoiding any 
difficult situations. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Contact some cre- 


ative friends today who will be inspiring ro you, thereby 
getting you out of that rat You should not allow anyone 
get you danger up or you could say something which yon 
could later regret in the days ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Get any long- 
standing agreements finished up and out of the way today, 
thereby you can proceed to other more 1 pressing business 
activities. Relax and be happy at home with your mate 
later this evening and have a wonderful time together. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Get 
together with some old friends today you haven't seen for 
quite a long time for some entertainment which you both 
will enjoy, however yon should not be extravagant or you 
could be short of funds when they are necessary. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get togeth- 
er socially with some fellow associates today whom you 
don’t know too welL and you can become friends. Main- 
tain a positive attitude towards career activities and yod 
can become successful through your efforts. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You have kept 
yourself tied down at home for a long time, however tins 
is a good day today to get out and about in the world and 
discover what it offers you. Don’t stay out too late, though 
since you do need your rest 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Enjoy the comforts 
of your home and loved ones today. A small gathering of 
close friends could only add to the pleasant, congenial 
atmosphere which exists there and which should be thor- 
oughly enjoyed. 

Birthstone of July: Pearl — Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 





iFiDiDfrfrsEErr 
I WOUDNT BELIEVE 
IT/ 




ACROSS 
1 Sandy’s baric 
4 Quick breaths 
9 Monastery head 

14 — Grande 

15 Geometric 
paintings 

16 Urbane 

17 Prosperous 
times 

18 Crude transport 
20 Plague 

22 

postponement 

23 Bacterium 

24 Uncivifized one 
26 Classic Ford 
28 Soybean, for 

one 

30 Sample tapes 
34 Rute for 
marches 
36 Traveled by 


39 Nettle 

40 Loan sharks 
42 June 14 

observance 
44 Poor-grade 
.45 Big Birtfs street 

47 Inactive 

48 Sandwich shops 
50 Friend via letter 
52 Spongy 

mushroom 
55 “Gunsmoke* 
star 
58 To-do 
61 Cut with a 
hatchet 

63 Dined a! home 

64 Crude 
destaation 

67 Black cuckoo 

68 Gaseous 


B§ Concttion 

70 Dreary 

71 GJ vacation 

72 Pose’s 


by Chuck Deodene 

5 The Simpsons" 
grocer 

6 Ninnies 

7. Rife-grader 

8 Pricey viofin 

9 HSghA&a ink 

10 Goof up 

11 Use the oven 

12 Concluded 

13 Semester 
19 Cobb and 

Hardin 

21 Arab ruler 
25 Obscene riches 
27 Norse poetry 
collection 
29 Church service 

31 Crude source 

32 Uttered 

33 Scotfands’Isto 


BDQQ □□□□ QQEIDQ 
□□□□ sacra Btanap 
EBDaosnam ducse 
EBB BCJBE BBEQEQ 
□□□□□U □QQQQ 

□□□□ nmcBnna 

BHEOH □□□□ QQQQ 

E3HCE3 □OQHQ □□QQ 

□□on □oqh aoaso 

QQBHBBO PPUP 

□□□□□□ ODDB QBE 

equbb □naaaDQQP 
igDQES BODES BOBO 
BBEEQ BOBO EEOB 


« 1897 TMmno Medta Sendees, tae. 

Mn0MS(B3Sft*d.' 


73 Cravat 
DOWN 

1 Vacation isle 

2 Matire 

3 Crude, e.g. 

4 Attend without a 
date 


.34 Elmer of 
cartoons 
35 “Ah, yesT 

37 Dream a Little 
Dream — " 

38 Actress - 
Vfeftfcjgo 

41 He:#. 


43Behemoth 
46 In abundance 
49 Spontaneous 
performance, 
briefly - 

51 Orison . 
53 8rit flyers 
.54 Are Swig 


56 3lttpeninsda 
" 57 Discourteous 
58Warao8spring 

59 MSano money- 

60 Wee water plant 
62&aigan. -A* 

65 Comp. pt. - * T" 

66 Turnpike: abbr- 
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% Cairo Amman Bank plans 
^ Jordan , West Bank expansion 

5? '** JORDAN'S CAIRO Amman Bank: said Tues- 

jA day ii would double its capital to 20 million 
dinars f$28.2 million) by year-end and aimed to 
^ expand in domestic and regional markets. Bank 
v officials said tire bank's board will call for an 
t 1 extraordinary general assembly by September to 

jd 7 approve the capital rise to meet central bank 

t* minimum capital requirements. 

5j The rise will be covered by capitalising Five 
million dinars from reserves and distributing a 
N* half share bonus while the remaining Five mii- 
Jy lion would be raised by a private placement to 
shareholders. But one Dank official said Cairo 
k Amman Bank had not ruled out issuing a Global 
J Depository Receipt (GDR) to help raise ihe cap- 
•l ital. The bank was also studying foreign share- 
holding for the next capital increase to 25-30 
s* million dinar during 1998-1999 as it expands its 

Dc * operations in both the domestic and Palestinian 

K market, where it has the largest network of 
^ branches. , 

^ A bank official said it aimed to add another, 
ffe four branches to the 38 existing branches in Jor- 1 
Jfc? dan. West Bank expansion depended on progress 
in Palestinian self-rule, but the bank was also 
looking at getting a foothold in Egypt and 
“H Cyprus. Cairo- Amman Bank is one of three Jor- 
• & danian banks, Arab Bank and Bank of Jordan, 
which between them hold over 80 per cent of the 
sfflet* SI. 5 billion deposits in the banking sector in 

« ett Palestinian self-rule areas, where numerous Jor- 

» bi£ danian banks have offshoots : 
to a Bankers said the bank has expanded its market 
fa share in the territories, captured by Israel in 

oft® 1967. even after its eight-year bankmgraonop- 
oly over the West Bank ended in 1994. The bank 
£ operates 16 branches and three Islamic banking 
e branches in the West Bank and Gaza that are 

Bi estimated to constitute over 40 per cent of the 

b, bank’s total operations. 

4 Cairo Amman Bank’s 1996 net profits fell to 
3.7 million dinars from 1995's 4.8 million 
t dinars, which was after it paid 3.5 million dinars 
^ in overdue taxes against 1.5 million dinars. But 

, t its 1996 pre-tax profits rose 14 per cent to 7.3 

million dinars against 1995’s 6.4 million amid 
i, steady growth in commercial and investment 

u activities. It also boosted in 1996 its bad debt 

allocation by 2.3 million dinars to 16.8 million 
dinars as it virtually resolved a legacy of doubt- 
I ful loans by building up adequate provisions. 

The bank’s improved profitability outlook is 
. underpinned by a pickup in business activity in 

? both Jordan and Palestinian self-rule areas. 

£ lower debt provisions and a significant shift 

towards higher yield loan portfolio structure. 

6 Cairo Amman Bank has already posted JD6 mil- 
lion of pre-tax profits in the first half 1997 and 

* targets to double it by year-end, its chairman 

* Khalil Talhouni said. Cairo Amman Bank’s total 

s assets in 1996 rose 16.7 per cent to 700 million 

8 dinars. Customer deposits jumped in 1996 to 

J 581 million dinars against 516 million dinars in 

* 1995. Its total loan portfolio stood at 283.2 mil- 

|? lion dinars at end of 1996, posting a small 3.3 

* per cent rise in loans against the previous year as 

E the bank continues to pursue a conservative pol- 

! icy to help it overcome an old bad debt problem. 

The bank s corporate portfolio investments rose 
- in 1996 to 25.8 million dinars against 18.5 mil- 

* lion dinars in 1995. Its major institutional share- 
holders include Egypt's Banque de Caire with a 

* 10 per cent stake along with a similar 10 per cent 
\ by Jordan's government. Private investors Khalil 

* Talhouni and Sabeeh A1 Masri own at least 40 
; per cenr t Reuter). 


THE BETTER HALF,, By Glasbergen 

AFTER ALL OUR THEY'RE SPECIAL 
YEARS TOGETHER, CONTACT LENSES 4 

YOU STILL HAVE FOR MARRED GUYS. | 

A7TOKLEW » fl 

YOUR EYE !l 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwul Arnold «nd Mka Argftta 


Unscramble these tour Juntas, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordrnry words. 



Now arrange Ihe circled tetters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Wtf answer /tare J X X 

{Answers tomorrow 

I Jurnttes: FLUKE BUXOM CANTON SYSTCM 
Satunfa ^ 6 | Answer Whal the sculptor's work was considered - 

monumental 


Central Bank governor estimates capital 
inflows at $300m during first half of ’97 


By Suleiman Al KhaJidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan's spi- 
ral inflows hit a record S300 
million in ihe first half of 
this year. Central Bank 
Governor Ziyad Fariz Kiid. 

“On the foreign invest- 
ments level, the capital 
inflows are increasing and 
arc estimated in have 
reached, since Lhe stun of 
ihe year until the first half, 
about $300 million." Dr. 
Fariz told businessmen at a 
private dinner on Tuesday. 

Dr. Fariz. in a speech 
obtained by Reuters 
Wednesday. said that 
inflows should rise substan- 
tially by year-end as 
investors, heartened by 


groundbreaking economic 
decisions taken this year, 
were expected io embark oil 
more joint ventures and 
step-up purchases of Jor- 
danian Slock. 

The Cenlra! Bank's elimi- 
nation of res iric lions on lur- 
eign currency transfers ear- 
lier this month removed u 
major hurdle io foreign cap- 
ital inflows by sending a 
strong signal of confidence. 
Dr. Fariz said. 

Jordan's stock market saw 
over $56 million of foreign 
purchases in lhe firsi half of 
1997, both from Arab 
investors and global foreign 
emerging funds. Dr. Fariz 
said the trend was expected 
to grow as remaining [for- 
eign ownership restrictions 


are due to be finally elimi- 
nated soon. 

Prodded by global funds, 
the banking sector in Jordan 
is also witnessing an influx 
of Saudi and Kuwaiti funds 
unseen since the Gulf crisis 
to uip opportunities from 
Jordanian banks seeking to 
raise their capital base. 

Dr. Fariz said these .sub- 
stantial inflows have helped 
foreign currency cash 
reserves. w hich have 
already topped a 1997 target 
of SI .15 billion after ending 
l t >96ar $697 million. 

Central Bank official*, 
who say reserves are now 
close to :in International 
Monetary Fund lIMFi three 
months import cover figure, 
say $1.5 billion by year-end 


was now in sight. 

Dr. Fariz told bankers the 
healthy reser\e reflected 
progress in IMF-di reeled 
economic reforms, helping 
Jordan to be on track to 
attain a 6.5 per cent grow th 
rate this year against a lower 

5.2 per cent rate the previ- 
ous year. 

Signs of stronger perfor- 
mance since the Man of 
1997 include a 19 per cent 
rise in remittances by expa- 
triates. a 1U.5 per cent rise 
in the value of earnings of 
the main export industries 
and a four per cent rise in 
tourism receipts. 

Comfortable reserves 
encouraged die Central 
Bank Iasi month io ease the 
tighr grip on monetary poli- 


cy which since mid- 1993 
had drained excess liquidity 
and supported the currency. 
Dr. Fariz said. 

Bui Dr. Fariz .said banker* 
should nut expect wide fluc- 
tuations in interest rates 
despite the introduction of a 
more market-sensitive inter- 
est rate mechanism in June, 
which pushed key bench- 
mark rates dow n around one 
percentage point. 

"Although we have left 
setting interest rates to mar- 
ket forces, the Central Bank 
is still capable of influenc- 
ing interest rate levels 
through the CD (certificates 
of deposit) auctions and 
prevent undesired fluctua- 
tions." Dr. Fariz said. 

Dr. Fariz said that (he 


Central Bank would contin- 
ue io fine-tune its monetary- 
policy to ensure growth of 
healthy reserves on one side 
while ensuring sufficient 
liquidity to support an 
expansion in the economy. 

This would be attained b\ 
a substantially higher 
money supply growth target 
of around s-9 per cent by 
year-end. which efieclixely 
means that banks will be 
able to lend more. 

Bankers expect this to 
activate some sluggish sec- 
tor*. hurt by a tight monetary 
policy which made borrow- 
ing costs prohibitively 
expensive for some indus- 
tries and hampered growth. 
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VALUE OPES 
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CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


South East Asian tourism 
officials see silver lining 
in currency clouds 


298.000 214. 500 


ARAB BAKE 
job. Rational be. 

KID. BAST IHV.BK. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 
THE BOOSING BE. 

JOR -KUWAIT BARK 
JOB. CULP BANE 
JOR. ISLAMIC BARK 
UNION BK.SAV.INV. 
JOR- INV. PIR. BARE 
BEIT. AL -HAL (BEITRA) 
PHILAD EL. IHV.BK. 


BARE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX. 3X4.46 iCHCi -0.18 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
JOR FRENCH XNSOR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX. 113.79 1(3*0! 0.00 



SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX. 106.16 *CHGl -0.33 


4.490 3.100 JOR. CEMENT FACT. 27.2 2-72 IS 5327 21506 

10.250 9.040 JOR. PETROL. RBPIRAHT 9.4 9.15 IS 4203 40721 

1.470 1.0S0 WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 10.3 8.40 2 300 356 

7.150 5.800 JOR. WORSTED KILLS 9.3 3.45 1 - 350 2030 

4.100 3.040 ARAB PHARM. MUfP. 10.9 5.06 X2 3663 14477 

1.820 1.310 JOR. PIPES KANPCT. 16.4 6.06 2 1300 1716 

10.250 5.000 ARAB CHEH. DTRBQH. 16.6 5.56 2 133 710 

5.650 4.300 BAR AlOAHA DV.IRV. 13.1 4.67 1 2000 < I 10700 

3. 850 2.400 ARAB ALOM.XND. 5.6 10.16 7 2250 5535 

.960 . 450 LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 9.7 0.00 16 14550 6693 

1.310 1.000 ARAB PAPER CORV.TRD, 31.2 0-00 17 23100 23760 

1.520 .920 NATIONAL S T EE L IND. 9 0.00 1 300 273 

.770 .510 NATIONAL 1ND3. q 0.00 4 -"11000 5630 

1.300 .510 I N TE RRED .PETEO.CBBH. <J 0.00 22 15550 6279 

.990 . 530 JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. g 0.00 13 B702 4734 

2.9BO 1.550 UinV.CI1EM.IRDB. 14.0 6.45 3 650 1005 

3.050 2.130 i NATL. CABLE WIRE. KF AC 40.1 0.00 1 3500 8750 

.940 .530 JOR. SULPHO-CHEH g 0.00 30 16300 10929 

1.670 1.120 ARAB PflARK.CHXM. 17.4 5.15 2 600 B16 

2.020 1.0B0 UNIV. MOON. INDS. P -24 B 3150 3411 

1.510 1.000 JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 13.9 9.71 17 6300 6517 

1.600 1.300 NATL. CHLORINE 12.9 5.11 7 4210 5765 

1.070 .BIO JOR. HEM CABLE CO. 15.4 0.00 3 1400 1176 

2.090 1.340 EL -XAY READ* NEAR 47.9 0.00 1 300 40& 

1.330 1.060 IHTL. TOBACCO 6.2 0.00 4 6000 6840 

1-260 .860 UNION CH- S VCC. 40.9 0.00 3 1800 1620 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDBXi 124.92 *CHG 


GRAND TOTAL INDEX: 165.73 *CBC: -0.13 386 283779 S7B745 
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.660 .410 JOR. TRADE FAC. 11.7 0.00 

.950 .540 JOR. FIR. ZNV.CO. B 0.00 

.840 .660 UNION INV. 50* g 0.00 

.620 .370 ARAB FIN. INVEST. g 0.00 

.950 .720 AL-SHARQ INV. 75* P 0.00 

.950 .610 AL-DAWLXZAH 75* 61.4 0.00 

.730 .510 ARAB FOOD 6 MED. g 0.00 

.570 .380 ARAB IHTL. IHV.TRD. 44.9 0.00 

.720 .450 HATL. TEXTILE g 0.00 

.750 .400 NATL. MULT. ENC .MANX CO 9 0.00 

.830 .710 JORDAN STEEL 32.1 7.04 

.580 .430 ARAB ELECT. INDS. g 0.00 

.730 .600 MIDBAST PHARM. 75* E 0-00 

.670 .550 RAXX PHARM. 85* E 0.00 

.600 .320 IND 8. enc. g 0.00 

.860 . 750 INDS. CERAMIC 19.7 0.00 

.820 . 590 NATL. POOLTRX E 0.00 

1.000 . 730 NAT.AumnnuM. 73 * p 0.00 

.870 .590 HID. EAST COMPLEX B.l 15.15 
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SINGAPORE (AFP 1 — 
South East Asian tourism 
officials have portrayed a 
.sharp fall in regional curren- 
cies ah an opportunity to 
boost arrivals, thanks to 
cheaper holidays for North 
American. Japanese and 
other tourists. 

Paisun Wangsai. director 
for international relations of 
the Tourism Authority of 
Thailand, said the Thai 
baht's sharp Fall will allow 
foreign tourists to “stretch 
their dollars in our country." 

"We do hope that this 
development ... will help in 
terms of bringing more over- 
seas tourists," Mr. Paisan told 
journalists after a meeting of 
national tourism organisa- 
tions from the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

ASEAN groups Brunei. 
Indonesia. 'Malaysia, the 
Philippines. Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. All 
except Vietnam, whose 
economy is relatively closed, 
have seen their currencies 
fall sharply against the U.S. 
dollar in recent weeks. 

Mr. Paisan said Thailand 
registered 7.19 million 
arrivals in 1996, generating 
$8.2 billion in tourism rev- 
enues. Arrivals are forecast 
to rise seven per cent this 
year, he said. 

Thailand floured the baht 
on July 2, triggering a sharp 
drop in its value and prompt- 
ing overseas speculators to 
test its neighbours’ curren- 
cies as well. The baht has so 
far fallen about 1 6 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar. 

The Philippines followed 
suit on July 1 1 . with the peso 
falling seven per cent since. 
The Malaysian ringgit, the 
Indonesian rupiah and even 
the once rock-solid Singa- 
pore dollar have also 


plunged against Lhe green- 
back. 

Daniel Corpuz. executive 
director of the Philippine 
Convention and Visitors 
Corp.. said his country’s 
tourism industry "would like 
to consider this particular 
move as an opportunity sim- 
ilar to that of Thailand?’ 

The Philippines earned 
$2.7 billion from 2.04 mil- 
lion arrivals in 1996. he said. 

"We intend to further this 
contribution within the year 
by a conservative growth rate 
of something like eight to 10 
per cent and hopefully 
increase foreign exchange 
earnings to almost S3 bil- 
lion,’’ he added. 

Adrian Lee. director for 
international marketing of 
the Malaysian Tourism' Pro- 
motion Boanl said “our 
product is always very good 
value for money" adding 
that the Malaysian ringgit’s 
fall "will enhance the value 
of our product." 

He said Malaysia wel- 
comed 7.14 million visitors 
in 1996. and they pumped 
$4.5 billion into the econo- 
my. 

The tourism sector con- 
tributes about 4.5 per cent of 
ASEAN members’ joint 
gross national product, 
according to the officials. 

ASEAN is now collective- 
ly the world's fifth most pop- 
ular tourist destination, 
ahead of such places as 
Britain. China, Mexico. 
Canada and Germany, they 
said in a joint statement 

In 1995, arrivals in 
ASEAN reached 29.6 mil- 
lion while receipts reached 
$27.6 billion. Arrivals 
reached close to 31 million 
in 1996. ihe officials said, but 
total revenues for the year 
were not immediately avail- 
able. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- at 0605-81 0609 
Fa^:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



At Amra Forum- Hotel Shops 
. Phono>52.7 1 1 8 Also in Brazil 





AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around trie CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdoll 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced Fares at' 
500' '.Fils • For Airport -Staff 
•.end our Frequent. Customers- 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
Abdoll Branch 653313 



5 th Circtu 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


CRownHors. 

’OLYMPIC SIZE 
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Sports 


Jordan Tines, Thursday-Friday, July 24-25; 



Caekwondo team clinches 
olds, 3 silver, 2 bronze 

i takes bronze in 200 -metre butterfly 





CD 


By Alecn Bannayan 
and JSY1F 
press committee 

THE KINGDOM’S taek- 
wondo learn started their 
competitor! on a confident 
and impressive note 
Wednesday adding eight 
more medals while Hana 
Mujaj added another bronze 
in swimming making up for, 
otherwise disappointing 
results by her teammates on 
the 1 1th dav of the Sth Pan- 
Arab Games currently 
underway in Beirut. 

In the women's event. 
Zaha Talhouni and Alisar 
Malar took golds for Jordan 
as Nancy Hindi took silver 
and Fatima Sayyad bronze. 

In the men's competition. 
Hussein Tahleh took gold. 
Raed Naji and Mohammad 
Abul Ruz silver and Shadi 
Abu Tuleb bronze. 

In the 200- metres butter- 
fly. Majaj finished with a 
time of 2.32.13 seconds 
behind Algeria's first place 
winner Kinzah Ben Nasser 
who finished with a time of 
2.2$ seconds and Egypt's 
Lamva Fuad took the silver 
with a times of 2.29 sec- 
onds. 

In soccer, Jordan beat 
Kuwait 3-2 to qualify for 
the final (see story on page 
1 ). 

Wednesday’s nine medals 
brought Jordan's medals 
tally up to 27. with 7 gold, 
7 silver and 13 bronze 
medals. 

The Kingdom’s boxing, 
athletics and taekwondo 
teams secured most of the 
medals taking IS out of 27 
medals so far and making it 


the most successful 
Jordanian participation in 
the Pan-Arab Games to 
date. 

The boxing team won two 
gold medals^by Mohammad 
Abu Khadijeh and Ayman 
A1 Nadi and three bronze by 
Kama! Abdul Majid. 
Khaldoun Abdul Hameed 
and Basel Hindawi. In ath- 
letics. Nada Kawar won a 
gold by in the discus and a 
silver medal in the shot put; 
Fakhreddin Fuad added 
another gold in the high 
jump; Ala' Abdul Hadia 
won a bronze in the triple 
jump and Amal Matari took 
another bronze in the 
women’s marathon. 

Ayed Khawaldeh became 
the first Jordanian to win 
three bronze weightlifting 
medals; Amer Nat our took 
silver and bronze medals in 
fencing and Mousa Khalaf 
took a silver for Jordan in 
judo. 

Abdul Hakim Abu 
Sneineh took the silver 
medal in the 69-kilo- 
gramme Graeco-Roman 
wrestling while in table ten- 
nis Iyad Maknay and Abdul 
Aziz Rida took the bronze 
in doubles and added anoth- 
er bronze in the team event. 

In women’s basketball, 
Jordan finished fourth after 
losing to Lebanon while the 
men also lost to Syria and 
were to play Kuwait for 5th 
and 6th places. 

In shooting, Khaled 
Naghaway was eliminated 
from the top six qualifying 
positions so were the rest of 
the Kingdom’s swimmers 
whose results were far from 
Arab records although some 


of them bettered their indi- 
vidual bests. 

in the men’s 100-metres 
butterfly, Andre Khouri fin- 
ished with a time of 1.06.89 
seconds and was eliminate 
in the first round. 

Rania Ghosheh finished 
fifth in thq 200 metre- 
freestyle with a time of 2.24 
seconds, while Yazan 
Khouri finished 1 1 th among 
16 swimmers in the 800 
metres freestyle with a time 
of 9.54.48 seconds. 

Over 3.000 athletes are in 
Beirut for the largest gather- 
ing of Arab youth since the 
event was last held in Syria 
in 1992. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
19 countries are taking part 
in the Beirut Games with 
only Somalia and the 
Comoros missing the event 

Twenty events are being 
contested at the Games 
excluding kick-boxing, 
handball, gymnastics, body- 
building, hockey, diving 
and water polo for technical 
and financial reasons. 

The Kingdom’s 187- 
strong delegation which 
includes 94 * men and 33 
women athletes are compet- 
ing in 14 of the 20 events. 
The delegation also 
includes 27 officials, 20 
coaches and 13 referees. 

Jordan dropped participa- 
tion in cycling, tennis and 
volleyball and will be com- 
peting in athletics, basket- 
ball, karate, sw immin g, 
taekwondo, table tennis, 
boxing, equestrian, fenc- 
ing, soccer, weightlifting. 
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judo, freestyle and Graeco- 
Roman wrestling and shoot- 
ing. Other events at the 
Games include golf and 
yachting. 

In line with international 
rules, drug testing was 
introduced for the first time 
since the Arab Games were 
launched in 1953. All gold 
medallists are being tested 
for performance-enhancing 
drugs, in addition to one 
other competitor selected in . 
a draw in each event 

Jordan has received 
approval to host the 9th 
Pan-Arab Games in 2001. 
Kuwait was chosen as a ' 
substitute in case Jordan 
withdrew their bid. • • 

Jordanian sports officials 
have underlined their sup- 
port for oiganising and tak- 
ing part- in the Pan-Arab 
Games which have only 


Jordanian officials elected to top 
posts in Arab federations 

Women’s basketball team returns; standing may be altered 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AS MOST events at the Pan-Arab Games have either been 
completed or are in their final stages with five days remain- 
ing in the competition, Jordan women’s basketball team 
returned to Amman Wednesday after finishing fourth fol- 
lowing their 60-51 defeat to Lebanon. 

However, there was speculation as to the final standing of 
the team as it was announced that one of the players on the 
Tunisian team had tested positive for drugs and the result of 
her team might be scrapped from the five-team event (see 
separate story). 

Tunisia had beat Jordan and Lebanon and had a match 
against Syria and were vying for top place against Egypt. 

Koue\cr. if they are disqualified Lebanon and Egypt will 


play for the gold medal and Jordan who beat Syria 56-53 
might get the bronze. 

Meanwhile, the equestrian event gets underway Thursday 
with teams from Jordan, Saudi Arabia. Qatar, Kuwait, 
Libya, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt taking part. 

The taekwondo, and freestyle wrestling events also get 
underway today. 

On the sidelines of the competition, Major-General 
Salman Ma’aytah the president of the Jordan Karate 
Federation was elected to the post of president of the Arab 
Karate Federation. 

The Arab Taekwondo Federation, also elected Jordan 
Taekwondo Federation President General Kamal Shabsogh 
to the post of third deputy vice-chairman, and Samer Kamal 
was elected to the post of head of the referees committee. 


Agassi’s path gets steeper with each defeat 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi made another 
ignominious ATP Tour exit 
here Tuesday, falling in 
straight sets to 103rd- 
ranked Justin Gimelstob in 
ihe first round of the 
$303,000 tournament here. > 

Agassi, the former world 
number one beat Gimelstob. 
who claimed a big scalp at 
Wimbledon when he upset 
French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten in the first 
round, won the match 7-5, 
6-2 in an hour and 26 min- 
utes. 

“I still feel like l‘m getting 
a lead there and not remem- 
bering how to win,” said 
Agassi, clearly disappointed 
but trying hard not to be dis- 
couraged. 

Agassi's defeat overshad- 
owed top seed Goran 
Ivanisevic's 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 


first-round victory over 
South African Neville 
Godwin. 

The Croatian, battling a 
stomach ailment that forced 
him to withdraw from dou- 
bles on Monday, said he 
was satisfied with his per- 
formance. given that he still 
had a slight fever and hadn’t 
played a match in three 
weeks. 

“I played OK,” he said. 
“There’s a lot to work on. I 
played a good tiebreaker ... 
when I needed to 1 came up 
with some good serves and 
some good returns.” 

Agassi, the 27-year-old 
former Wimbledon, U.S. 
Open and Australian Open 
champion has now lost eight 
of his last nine ATP Tour 
matches. 

Until Washington last 
week, he hadn’t played 


since a May 1 defeat by 
Sweden’s Magnus Norman 
because of a right wrist 
injury. 

Agassi said his condition- 
ing had improved since last 
week, but he still didn’t feel 
he was match fiL 

“I still need to react to the 
ball a little quicker, need to 
feel a little more snap in my 
legs,” he said. 

Agassi's No. 32 world 
ranking was good enough to 
make him the seventh seed, 
but he struggled on his 
serve, and with the ground- 
strokes that have always 
been the cornerstone of his 
game. 

Agassi said the days when 
his reputation gave him an 
automatic edge over less 
experienced players were 
long gone. 

‘That’s lost” he said. 


“It’ll take something to 
prove — even to myself — 
that I can beat these guys 
day in day out.” 

Gimelstob earned a sec- 
ond-round match against 
Zimbabwe’s Byron Black. 
Black beat Doug Each — 
who defeated Agassi in 
Washington — 6-2, 6-0. 

Third-seeded Australian 
Mark Philippoussis sur- 
vived a first-set scare to beat 
Brazilian Roberto JabaJJ 1- 
6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/0). 

Fourth-seeded Richard 

Krajicek and sixth-seeded 
Jim Courier both advanced 
at the expense of South 
Africans. 

Krajicek, of the 
Netherlands, defeated 

Marcos Ondruska 6-4, 6-4, 
while Courier beat Grant 
Stafford 7-5, 7-5. 


been held seven rimes since 
1953. 

But the Games were 
clouded by Lebanon’s 
refusal to grant the Iraqi 
team entry visas for fear of 
angering Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Jordan has taken part in 
all past seven Pan-Arab 
Games gaining a total of 49 
medals (7 gold, 16 silver, 26 
bronze). 

Jordan finished 9th over- 
all in the last Pan-Arab 
Games in 1992 with 1 gold, 
6 silver and 6 bronze 
medals. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953, Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976, 
Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. 


2 women 
athletes 
fail drug 
tests 
at Arab 
Games 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Two 
female athletes competing 
in the Arab Games have 
failed drug tests in the lat- 
est doping scandal to rock 
the event, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

Syrian triple jumper 
Maha Mohammed A1 
Hassan tested positive fora 
banned stimulant, accord- 
ing to Dr. Ridah Kazem, 
the head of the games’ dop- 
ing committee. The athlete 
did not win a medal, how- 
ever, and Kazem did not 
specify what penalties she 
would incur. 

Basketball player Karima 
Shaniur of Tunisia tested 
positive for a drug to com- 
bat low blood* pressure and 
has been Jackal out of the 
tournament, Kazem added. 

Tbnisia, which beat 
Lebanon 55-52 on Monday 
in Jhe latest round robin 
stage, also risks being dis- 
qualified from the basket- 
ball event 

Tunisia is currently 
ranked fifth in the medals 
table at the 8th Pan-Arab 
Games with seven golds, 
while Syria has five. 

On Sunday Kazem 
revealed that Saudi 
Arabians Khaled A1 
Khalidi, winner of tbe gold 
medal in the discus and sil- 
ver medal in the shot, had 
also failed a drug test 




M ohamma d Jaber Kar am (L) Ayman Husni (2nd) Mohammad Ghawi (3rd) and 
Mohamed Khalil (R) of Egpyt show their gold medals after winning the final of die 
Graeco-Roman Wrestling of the Pan-Arab Games in Beirut (Renters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Stuttgart qualify for German League Cup final 

BONN (R) — Stuttgart qualified for the final of the German League Cup with an impres- 
sive 3-0 victory over Karlsruhe in Osnabrueck on Tuesday. They will meet either Bayern 
Munich or European Cup winners Borussia Dortmund in the final in Leverkusen on 
Saturday. Stuttgart went in front with a goal by Matthias Hagner in the 1 1th minute. 
Playmaker Krassimir Balakov made it 2-0 from a free kick in the 2Sth minute and 
Zvonimir Soldo put the issue beyond doubt with a header after 63 minutes. The League 
Cup tournament, involving the top six teams of last season, replaces the traditional 
Supercup between the league champions and the Cup Winners as the curtainraiser to tbe 
Bundesliga season which starts on August 2. Bayern and Dortmund play their semifinal 
in Augsburg on Wednesday. 

Newcastle sign Pistone from Intemazionale 

MILAN (R) — Italian defender Alessandro Pistone has joined English Premier League 
Newcastle from Intemazionale for 13 billion lire ($7.6 million), the Milan club said on 
Tuesday. Newcastle signed Pistone on a four-year contract worth $1 million a year with a 
clause which stipulates that if he returns to Italy he must play for Inter. “The offer from 
Newcastle was sizeable, Pistone will be earning more than double what he’s making 
here,” Inter President Massimo Moratti said. “His choice was inevitable and he’ll pick up 
experience in England but I hope to see him in the blue and black shirt of Inter in the 
future." Pistone. who turns 22 on Sunday, joined Inter in November 1 995 after three sea- 
sons playing in the lower reaches of the Italian League. 

Davis Cup final would be in San Diego 

WHITE PLAINS (R) — If the U.S. Davis Cup team beats Australia in their World Group 
semifinal and Italy beats Sweden in the other semi, the U.S.-Italy final would be in San 
Diego, California. November 28-30. the United States Tennis Association announced 
Tuesday. Sweden would have choice of venue for the final if it beats Italy. 

Coach Ricardo to leave PSG 

PARIS (R) — Paris St Germain Manager Ricardo is to leave France at the end of the com- 
ing season to return to Brazil, the French sports daily .L’Equipe said on Wednesday. 
Ricardo, who joined PSG last season as a coach after ending his playing career with 
Benfica. told club officials he did not want to renew his contract when it expired in June 
1998. The former Brazilian international defender may go to Fluminense. who 
approached him during last month's Toumoi de France. L’Equipe added. 

Bogdanovic joins Atledco 

MADRID (R) — Yugoslav international striker Rade Bogdanovic has joined Spain's 
Atletico Madrid for 150 million pesetas ($1 million) from Japanese dub Jef United, 
Spanish newspapers reported on .Wednesday. 

Perec will run in World Championships 

PARTS (R) — Double Olympic champion Marie-Jose Perec has changed her mind about 
shunning next month’s Athletics World Championships in Athens and will compete in the 
200 metres. French Federation sources said. Perec, who won the 200 and 400 metres titles 
at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, called federation President Philippe Lamblin from her 
home in Los Angeles on Tuesday to ask him to add her to the French entry list The entry 
deadline is Wednesday (today). Perec said after a meeting in Lausanne on July 2 that she 
would miss the World Championships following a disastrous start to the season in which 
she has lost all three 200 metres she has run. 





Mihdiyeh B illah of Algeria competes in the women’s 100m breaststroke at the pan 
Arab Games in tbe Bekaa Valley of Zahle. Billah won the gold medal in a time of 
1,17,21 seconds (Reuters photo) 
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Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR LIAR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


^PHILADELPHIA 

Macaulay Culhin & 
Elijah Wood ... in 

THE GOOD SON 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 



CINEMA 


TEL:699238 C\/: CINEMA 


TEL:677420 




A 


PLAZA 


Chris O'DonnelL.in 

MAD LOVE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00 
Adel Imam.. .in 


BAKHH AND ADEELAH (PART 2) 

(Aljardal wal kanaka) 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


CONCORD 


CONCORD »1» 

Kevin Costner & Rene Russo... in 

TIN CUP 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

CONCORD *2* 

Michael Jordan.. .in 

SPACEJAM 


X Nabil & Hishmn'a .Theatre 
TEL’ 625155 • f - ; 

The satirical play 

AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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Ronaldo 
to be 
Inter’s 
No. 10 


MILAN (AFP) — Man- 
chester United will have to 
watch out for Inter Milan’s 
No. 10 heir on Sunday, as 
the Italian club prepare to 
unlease Ronaldo on the 
English champions. 

Ronaldo is now- destined 
for San Stro after FIFA bro- 
kered a compromise deal 
on Tuesday between Inter 
and Barcelona. 

Football’s ruling body 
approved the transfer, 
despite Barcelona’s initial 
claim that Ronaldo’s get- 
out clause was only valid in 
Spain. However, FIFA 
accepted the Spaniards’ 
demands for more money. 

Inter President Massimo 
Moratti is looking forward 
to fielding the 20-year-old 
striker, who is expected 
here on Friday, and has 
already got his shirt ready. 

“I understand that Ivan 
Zamorano is very attached 
to his number nine shin, 
and deep down that’s 
something that makes me 
feel very proud,” Moratti 
said. 

“We're putting our faith 
in Ronaldo’s good sense 
and I think he’ll have the 
No. 10. Still, that’s also a 
great number isn’t it?” 
Speaking from Brazil, 
Ronaldo said: “The presi- 
dent has made the right 
decision. The number 10 
shirt was once Zico’s and 
Pele’s — how could I not 
be proud of wearing that?” 
He went on: “Now I 
know for certain that, all 
talking aside. I’m going to 
play for Inter. I knew that 
FIFA would respect ray 
wishes,” he told the 
Gazzetta Dello Sport. 

“One thing I want to say 
though is this — how can 
Barcelona justify asking 
for more money? When I 
signed my contract with 
Barcelona last year, it was 
because I knew that for 
four billion pesetas ($27.6 
million), I could leave. 

“Now 1 want to know 
why that doesn't apply any 
more.” 

The two clubs have a 
week to reach an agree- 
ment on how much on top 
Inter will have to find 
Barcelona are believed to 
be seeking a large sum in 
cash (reportedly $17 mil- 
lion to $23 million), while 
Inter are more interested in 
arranging lucrative friend- 
lies. 

“Every extra lira that I 
would have to spend would 
be a great injustice. We've 
fought for a principle and 
we want to continue to do 
so," said Moratti, who nev- 
ertheless did not rule out a 
player swap." 

“I am very attached to my 
players...,” said the oil 
magnate. 

“But having said thaL, 
and adding that I would 
like to know more about 
what FIFA and Barcelona 
are asking from for us, it’s 
nonetheless true that I can- 
not remain indifferent to an 
‘invitation’ from FIFA." 

If no agreement is found 
between Inter and 
Barcelona by July 31 , FIFA 
have said they will impose 
the extra fee. 

The sub-plot to 
Barcelona's hard bargain- 
ing is that club president 
Josep Nunez is up for re- 
election on Sunday. His 
future will probably be 
decided by his handling of 
the Ronaldo affair. 

Inter’s match against 
Manchester United on Sun- 
day in the first leg of the 
Pirelli Cup, a friendly tour- 
nament arranged as part of 
Paul luce’s 1995 transfer 
from the English champi- 
ons — the solution Inter 
now want to use for Ronal- 
do. 

The second leg will be on 
July 30 at Old Trafford, 
although Ince has just 
signed for Liverpool. 



Neil Stephens of Australia holds up his arms as he wins the 21&5km 17th stage of the 
Tour de France cycling race between Fribourg (Switzerland) and Colmar. Germany’s 
Jan Ullrich retains his yellow jersey (Reuters photo) 

Aussie wins in Tour de France 


COLMAR. France (AFP) — 
Neil Stephens of Australia — 
known as Mr 1 00 per cent — 
achieved the biggest win of 
his career when he won the 
17th stage of the Tour de 
France on Wednesday. 

The 33-year-old — who 
earned his nickname because 
he is considered a model pro- 
fessional — surged clear from 
a breakaway group of 1 3 3km 
from the finish and was never 
caught. 

“I’ve been chasing a win aj[ 
year and I’ve finally got one 
in the biggest race in the 
world.” he said. 

He swung his arms as if he 
was rocking a baby as be 
crossed the finish line and 
afterwards dedicated his win 
to his daughter. 

He was the first Australian 
to triumph in the Tour since 
Phil Anderson, who wore the 
yellow jersey, 12 years ago. 

Stephens, who rode for 
once for the last five years, is 
riding in his sixth tour and 
can usually be seen at the 
front of the peloton setting the 
pace for bis Feslina team- 
mates Richard Vmrnque, the 
king of the mountains, and 
Laurent Brochard who had 
claimed earlier wins for Festi- 


na. 

German Jan Ullrich, tucked 
into the pdoton as a shower 
revived memories of his fall 
in the midi libre last year, 
kept the leader's yellow jer- 
sey. 


The pack finished four min- 
utes behind the lead group 
who had broken away after 
68km of the 218km stage. 

Thursday's 175km 18th 
stage is from Colmar to 
MontbelianJ. 
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International Community School 


Khikia. Amman 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
English curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged 
between three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and ail of our full- 
time staff are U.K.-qualified. There is extra provision 
for the support of non-English speaking children. Several 
subjects are specialist taught. 

Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environmerjt 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 7th September, but applications 
for admission should be made during July & August on 
Mondays at the school, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 11181. 

For further details: Tel. 5521070-Fax: 5527109 



New unfurnished top-in-flat located at Tla 
Al-Ali, Barakeh district. 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 salons, 2 
kitchens, veranda and telephone. 

Please call Tel. 663872 


only Vocanon Special 


U~ 






L & RESORT ’**** y* 

ON 1:0NLYJD 36.000 PER PERSON, / 

Including: " 4 ^ j < 

ommodation in a twin/double room M 
Rich l&eakfast buffet and a sumptuous dinner 
Nightly live entertainment programme 
• 25% discount on use of Turkish bath 
- Use of games rooms for children \ 

Use of swimming pool and health club \ 

ledjjfed courtesy shuttle service to Petra visitor's eemiF^J ' 
X • Government tax & service charge J* fk 




JO 9.600 per sharing chMd under 12 years of age 

JD 18.000 extra for single accommodation 

OPTION 2: ROOM ONLY INCLUDING TAXES 

JD 30.000 FOR SINGLE ROOM 
JD 33.600 


This offer is valid onfy for 

For rose 



TayberZeom 
Tel {03)215-0111 
Fax (03)215- 




wtd August 31 st 1997 
lease call: 

«r^|les Office 
Tel (06) 553-7677 
Fax (06) 552-6785 

ris^pvestments 


FIA rules out Portuguese 
Formula 1 Grand 



LISBON tR) — The Portuguc.se For- 
mula One Grand Prix, scheduled for 
No\ ember Q. has been cancelled. 

“Following consultation with all the 
competing teams, it is clear there is no 
unanimous agreement to add an extra 
event to the 1997 Formula One World 
Championship." the International 
Automobile Federation iFl.Aj said in a 
statement from its headquarters m 
Paris on Tuesday 

“The proposed event on November 
9. 1997, will therefore not lake place.” 

The Portuguese race had original 1> 
been scheduled for October 20. 

But it wa> replaced with ihe Euro- 
pean Grand Prix at Jerez, Spain, after 
iL appeared that required safet> work 


at the Estoril track would nut be com- 
pleted in lime. 

.Although the Portuguese econoim 
minister stepped in and announced 
that the truck would be ready for a 
nee on a new dale of November 9, the 
FIA responded that it would go ahead 
only if there was unanimous approval 
among the FI teams. 

The majority were in favour of the 
added event but it is believed 
McLaren. Ferrari and Sattber were 
against the idea. 

FIA said ii hoped the Portuguese 
event would he back on the calendar 
next >ear. 

Portugal pledged to press ahead \v ith 
work to modernise the iw isting Estoril 


circuit, living it v.as confident the 
race would return in IW and remain 
a fixture in the year* ahead. 

“The economy inini-iry recognises 
the efforts made hv FIA to hold the 
Portuguese Grand Pri\...anJ is certain 
that as :t result of the ncccssarv 
changes being made. ..a medium term 
contract no stage the race* will he 
signed." it >aiu in a statement. 

The g*>\ en nnen 1 recent Iv took a 
controlling interest m the Estoril track 
as part of a deal to resolve a series of 
long-standing disputes with former 
owners Gran Para. 

it ha> made one billion CsCudos 
t S5.5 million 1 available lor the modi- 
fications demanded hv FIA. 


Maleeva, Martinez advance in California 


PALO ALTO. California 
tRl — Once a highly touted 
babe m the tennis woods 
herself. 22-y ear-old Mag- 
dalena Malceva of Bulgaria 
is worried for I (i- year-old 
World No. J Martina 
Hingis. 

Magdalena, who turned 
pro at the tender age of 1 4 
and quickly rose up the 
ranking charts to end 1995 
ranked sixth, prepared for a 
second-round bout with 
Hingis by trouncing Jana 
Nejedly of Canada 6-0 6-3 
Tuesday in the first round 
of the $450,000 Bank of the 
West Classic. 

Maleeva, the youngest 
sister of a tennis-playing 
family that includes now 
retired siblings Manuela 
and Katerina, said that 
Hingis's meteoric rise to 
the top of the world may be 
hazardous to her emotional 
health. 


"It's too much at age 16 
for Martina to face every- 
thing -he has to face." 
Maleeva said. ‘Tm very- 
happy for her and she's 
obviously very talented. but 
to be 16 and No. 1 with w 
many obligations is too 
much for the head. 

"Right now. It might 
seem OK. bur in the future, 
things could get very bad 
for her. It’s very hard to 
handle all that anemion at 
such an early age. It's just 
not normal." 

Touted as the best player 
in her family. Maleeva has 
actually seen a decline in 
her play since her sisters 
retired. She has spent the 
last year "Doing normal 
things” such as hitchhiking 
with friends around Bulgar- 
ia. 

While she says her desire 
is still there. Maleeva, who 
owns six career titles 


including the I9 l *5 hank of 
the wesf title. ha> fallen to 
4M[|i in the ranking*, and ha.* 
ni'»i reached a semifin.il ibis 
> ear. 

"I'm working hard i«» get 
my confidence back but it's 
not easy." Maleeva said. 

Maleeva and Hingis will 
play Wednesday evening. 
Oilier high seed's in action 
Wednesday will be third 
seed Amanda Coetzcr. 
fourth seed Lindsay Dav en- 
purt and fifth seed Mary 
Pierce. 

Sixth seed Coneliita Mar- 
tinez of Spain also was in 
action on Tuesday, sporting 
a new coach and more 
aggressive forehand in her 
6-3 6-2 victory over Siob- 
han Drake Brockman of 
Australia. 

Before arriving in Palo 
Alio, the former Wimble- 
don champ fired coach Joe 
Brandi, who had been 


coaching her since the 
beginning of the year. Mar- 
line.- replaced him with vet- 
eran C'»ach Gabriel l-rpi. 
the firmer coach ol Aran- 
txa Sanchez Vi curio and 
Albert Costa. 

"We just didn't connect." 
Martinez said of Brandi. 
“He's :: great person and 
coach, but when things 
aren't working for you. 
sometimes you need a 
change.” 

Martinez is currently 
ranked I Ith. her lowest 
since 1 9911. The owner of 
2S career titles, the 25-year- 
old has not won a tourna- 
ment this year. 

Other first- round winners 
on Tuesday were seventh 
seed Kimberly Po. Rim 
Grande of Italy and three 
Americans — Sandra 
Cueie. Nleilen Tu and Amy 
Frazier. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Y: U ;V P Ai D- 


SUBARU LEGACY 
(STATION WAGON) 

Powerful 2.2 engine, grey metallic, automatic, 
air conditioner, excellent family car. 
Contact: 642169 or 642183 Mr. Nascimento 



FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT AL-MA’AREF 
SCHOOLS & COLLEGE 


Are you seeking an acceptance to university ? 
Have you finished your Tawjihi? 

Have you finished 12 years of education in an 
international school ? 

If your answer to any of the above questions is YES, 
WE CAN HaP YOU 

By joining the Foundation Year programme 
which is a two- semester 
course of comprehensive syllabuses designed 
and monitored by theBritish Universities . 

By passing the course successfully , you will be 
guaranteed an acceptance to a three year 
degree at a British university in^ 
the subject of your choice . 

wm sf K 

1. Yoo do not need A Level . 

2. Yon save money by studying this year in 
Amman among your family & friends . 

3. You will be prepared & oriented to the British 
Education System & way of life. 

4 Boarding fadHties available for Arab and 
Foreign students . 

5. The Foundation Year is accredited by all 




Tokyo Gardens Offers you Authentic Japanese 
Teppanyaki, Sushi, Sashimi Cuisine 
in AtypicaUy Japanese Atmosphere 



we arc open for lunch & dinner 
please make advance reservation 

Tel : 812997 Fax: 814118 
Mecca St. Al- Daoud center Amman - Jordan 


| British Universities . 

m 

For more information : Please call Public 

relations. 

Tel: 5528600 (ext. IS/ 30) 
Fax: 552S6H4 P.O. Box 676 Khalda E. Mail : rams-: 

Sgo.com. jo. 




P wiJ Si res the last week 

of^BANI HAMIDA 

SUMMER SALE 

From 15% to 50% 

off all stock 

.Rugs.Cushbns.WaIlhangings. 

Special offers for offices, 
Banks, Companies & Hotels 
at 

The Bani Hamida House 
Jabal Amman - Rainbow St. 
Tel : 658696/7 
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Sunni Muslim chief reaffirms 
opposition to female excision 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Sheikh of Ai Azhar said he 
supports the Egyptian 
health ministry’s ban on 
female circumcision despite 
a court decision to allow the 
practice. 

“1 support the health min- 
istry’s decision to ban exci- 
sion because it is a medical 
and not a religious matter,” 
Sheikh Mohammad Sayyed 
Tantawi said in an interview 
published Wednesday in the 
weekly Al Mussawar. 

"I still believe that con- 
cerning excision, there are 
specialised doctors who 
should do the cutting. If 
they say excision is unnec- 
essary. we should listen to 
them.” he added. 

In June, a Cairo court 
struck down a ban on cir- 
cumcision announced by 


Health Minister Ismail 
Sallam. said the clitoris and 
sometimes the labia are usu- 
ally removed and carried 
out on girls of about 10. 

Female excision contin- 
ues to be widespread in 
Egypt, where 97 per cent of 
Muslim and Christian 
women are circumcised, 
according to a study 
released in February. 

Some doctors say circum- 
cision is Islamic and impor- 
tant to quell sexual desire 
before marriage, but it has 
claimed the lives of several 
young girls who bled to 
death at the hands of ama- 
teur “surgeons," often bar- 
bers. 

But the sheikh said, "all 
the Hadith on excision are 
weak.” The Hadith are say- 
ings of the Prophet 


Mohammad, one of the 
foundations of Islamic leg- 
islation. 

However, he criticised 
U.S. State Department com- 
ments that it was disap- 
pointed by the court ruling. 
"Neither America, nor 
Europe, nor any country has 
the right to interfere in the 
affairs of another country. If 
it offers suggestions, we 
welcome them, but if it 
gives orders, we reject 
them," Sheikh Tantawi said. 

A health ministry 
spokesman said last week 
that Mr. Sallam “is 100 per 
cent convinced of the neces- 
sity of ending this unhealthy 
custom and that the law 
gives him the right not to 
implement the administra- 
tion court decision until the 
appeal has been heard.” 


Israeli army budget slashed 
amidst high Mideast tension 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli army, which has 
called for greater spending 
to prepare for a possible 
Mideast war, instead finds 
itself having to tighten its 
belt after a swinging budget 
cut imposed Wednesday. 

The government voted to 
slash $57 million from 
defence spending as part of 
an overall $230-million 
budget cut for 1997 which 
will also hit education and 
health. 

Twelve ministers voted in 
favour of the austerity mea- 
sures and four against in an 
overnight cabinet session 
boycotted by Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai to show his dis- 
gust at the cuts. 

According to military 
radio. Mr. Mordechai was 
especially furious because 
he said Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
promised he would boost 
army spending at a time of 
increased Israel i-Arab ten- 
sion due to the four-month 
deadlock in the peace 
process. 

Mr. Mordechai said the 
army needed $600 million 
in extra funding. Army 
chief of Staff General 
Amnon Shahak has said the 
army does not have the 
necessary means to wage 
war at die moment espe- 


cially against neighbouring 
Syria. 

The military commenta- 
tor for the daily Yediot 
Aharonot, Ron Ben Ishai, 
said: “There is a shortage in 
weapons and ammunition 
supplies” and the army may 
not have enough money to 
send some units on training 
exercises. 

Defence spending, which 
takes up 12.2 per cent of 
the total budget, was fore- 
cast at $7.2 billion for this 
year, a figure which 
includes $1.S billion in 
annual U.S. military aid. 

The newly-appointed 
Finance minister, Yaakov 
Neeman, sought to play 
down the row, saying it was 
possible to “make savings 
in the defence budget with- 
out undermining the coun- 
try's security." 

Mr. Neeman told Israel 
radio he was not aware of 
any promise to boost 
defence spending from Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

“We must introduce cuts 
because it’s the only way to 
boost growth and create 
jobs," he said. 

Treasury officials have 
repeatedly attacked sol- 
diers’ “privileges," point- 
ing out that nearly half the 
defence budget goes on 
operational costs, salaries, 
pension payments, training 


schemes and cars for offi- 
cers. 

Some career soldiers can 
retire on a full pension at 
the age of 42. 

The left-wing opposition 
to Mr. Netanyahu's govern- 
ment criticised his priori- 
ties when it came to spend- 
ing public money. 

“At a time when the gov- 
ernment is attacking the 
country's security, iL is 
preparing to ask for an 
extra $26 million from the 
parliament’s finance com- 
mittee to build new homes 
in West Bank settlements," 
said former Labour Finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat. 

Israel’s peace talks with 
the Palestinians have been 
stalled since mid-March 
when Mr. Netanyahu 
ordered work to start on a 
new Jewish settlement on 
the edge of occupied Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

The Israel i-Syrian track 
of the peace process has 
been in deep freeze since 
February 1996, with the 
Syrians insisting Israel 
pledge to withdraw from 
the occupied Golan Heights 
before negotiations can 
resume. 

Gen. Shahak reportedly 
said last month that Syria 
was preparing for a possi- 
ble surprise attack on 
Israel. 


Israeli court makes landmark ruling 
against workplace sexual harassment 


TEL AVIV i AFP) — An 
Israeli court has created a 
legal fist by jailing a mid- 
dle-aged factory manager 
who used his position of 
power in the workplace to 
force a female subordinate 
to have sex. 

Lauded by feminists and 
legal commentators as a 
landmark decision, the rul- 
ing by a Tel Aviv district 
court against a cookie facto- 
ry boss is expected to 
encourage sexually 

harassed women to take 
their complaints to court. 

“’Hiis is a very important 
decision, a legal precedent," 
Israeli Parliamentarian 
Naomi Chazan of the left- 
wing Meretz Party told 
Agence France Presse 
(AFP). “The problem up 
until now was that women 
did not want to complain." 

Even if Israeli women vic- 
tims get up enough courage 
to tackle the court system, 
they often have to face 
sceptical police and usually 
take the cases to civil court 
as no sexual harassment law 
exists in Israel. 

Courts have at most 
awarded victims $ 1 .400 and 
punished the offender with 
a few months of community 
service. 

In last week’s precedent- 
setting case. Rafael Arbiv 
was jailed for nine months 
under a law preventing the 
abuse of power in the work- 
place that was for the first 
time used for a sexital 
offence. 

According to the court 
affidavit Arbiv, 54, used his 
position as manager at the 
cookie factory south of Tel 
Aviv to persuade the 
unnamed victim to have sex 
with him, the Haaretz news- 
paper reported. 

When she did not respond 


to his desires, he transferred 
her to a more difficult posi- 
tion until she complied and 
was returned to her original 
job. 

The married mother-of- 
two, a recent immigrant 
from the former Soviet 
Union, consented to have 
intercourse with Arbiv 
sometimes several times a 
day for fear of losing her 
job. 

Even though she agreed to 
the sexual relations, judge 
Ami ram Benyamini ruled 
that Arbiv used his power in 
the unequal relationship to 
take advantage of her. 

In addition to the jail 
term, Arbiv was given a 
one-year suspended sen- 
tenced, fined S450 and 
ordered to pay the victim 
$3,000 compensation. 

“Although legally the 
accused did not rape the 
plaintiff, he raped her spir- 
it." Judge Benyamini wrote, 
according to Haaretz news- 
paper. In an editorial, the 
newspaper hailed the 
judge’s sensitivity. 

‘Too many complaints 
lodged by women and chil- 
dren, who were raped 
degraded and turned into a 
vehicle for satisfying the 
desires of violent "perverts, 
have concluded in Israeli 
courts in the form of a plea 
bargain or an absurd ver- 
dict," it wrote. 

The courts make such 
decisions “on the grounds 
die defendant had no crimi- 
nal record and that he was 
an exemplary family man or 
a leading citizen in his com- 
munity," the paper added. 

Ms. Chazan and six other 
deputies in the Israeli par- 
liament. the Knesset, are 
due to present a bill this 
year specifically dealing 
with sexual harassment. 


which Ms. Chazan said is 
expected to be passed easily 
into law. 

Few studies have been 
done on sexual harassment 
in Israel although a recent 
survey of women university 
students found that almost 
50 per cent had been the 
victims of sexual harass- 
ment at some point in their 
lives. 

Sexual harassment is 
more prevalent in Israel 
than in European countries 
because of the “macho cul- 
ture" formed around the 
army, the country's largest 
employer, said Carmel 
Eitan, spokeswoman for the 
Naamat Women’s Rights 
Organisation. 

“Here we are living in a 
Middle Eastern culture 
which is more chauvinis- 
tic," Ms. Eitan told AFP. 
“And the army culture also 
adds a lot. Boys grow up 
learning that they are 
allowed to do anything." 
Men serve three years in the 
military plus one month of 
reserve duty each year and 
women, who serve for two 
years, are often harassed by 
male superiors. 

To add to the already 
tough situation. Judaism 
“does not exactly take the 
most advanced position for 
women.” Ms. Eitan added. 
Ms. Eitan cited a recent rul- 
ing by Chief Sephardic 
Rabbi Ovadia Yousef in 
which he likened women to 
donkeys. 

“He who walks between 
two camels or two donkeys 
runs the risk of being trans- 
formed into a donkey or a 
camel. In the same way, a 
man should not walk 
between two women.” 
Rabbi Yousef said, warning 
men to keep their minds on 
religiouN Miidy. 
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JERASH GLAMOUROUS ONCE AGAIN: Her Majesty Queen Noor lights the Torch of Jerash, 
Wednesday, launching the ancient city's 16th annual festival of culture and arts (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

Mubarak calls on Arabs to 
launch an economic market 


CAIRO (AP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak urged Arab 
governments Wednesday to 
speed up efforts to set up an 
Arab economic market, 
which he said was needed to 
compete with major world 
economic blocs. 

But in a remark seemed 
designed to mollify Israel’s 
concerns that such a move 
will exclude the Jewish 
State, Mr. Mubarak said the 
Arab common market 
should only be a start for 
wider regional cooperation. 

“We want an Arab eco- 
nomic entity that preserves 
the Arab interests in this era 
of large international blocs," 
he said in a speech marking 

Qatar 
sticks to 
its guns 
on MENA 
summit 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar said 
Wednesday it is determined 
to go it alone and host the 
Middle East economic sum- 
mit with Israel at the confer- 
ence table, sticking to an 
independent tine from its 
Gulf Arab neighbours. 

“The holding of this con- 
ference is the last chance for 
the peace process and we 
must preserve what is left of 
this process," Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassem Ben Jabr Al Thani 
said. 

Sheikh Hamad, aiming to 
preempt a possible Arab 
League vote for a postpone- 
ment, said the November 
16-18 date for the confer- 
ence was set by “internation- 
al agreement" two years ago 
at the same annual forum in 
Amman. 

But Syria, which has been 
lobbying hard against the 
conference and won the 
backing of Saudi Arabia, 
kept up its attacks. 

“Any meeting which takes 
place in the presence of 
Israel, which is avoiding 
peace and rejecting Arab 
rights, will not be in Arab 
interests," said the official 
daily Al Thawra. 

“It will encourage Israel to 
continue its stubborn and 
aggressive policies." it 
warned, adding that the 
forum was in violation of an 
Arab League call in March 
to freeze contacts with 
Israel. 

So far. no Arab country has 
confirmed it will take part. 
But the emir. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani, point- 
ed out Saturday that Doha 
has not yet received official 
notification from any Arab 
state of a boycott. 

Saudi opposition to the 
conference, however, is 
expected to influence 
Qatar's neighbours in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC). 


the 45th anniversary of the 
army coup which toppled 
the monarchy in Egypt 

Egypt recently has pushed 
for reactivation of decades- 
old agreements by the 22- 
member Arab League on 
promoting inter-Arab trade. 
It has signed accords with 
several Arab countries to set 
up duty-free zones and plans 
to negotiate more. 

Mr. Mubarak said trade 
among Arab countries 
remains “scant and weak.” It 
is just 8 per cent of the Arab 
countries' world trade. 

While Mr. Mubarak said 
the Arabs did not want a 
confrontation with other 
economic blocs, Syria has 


been pushing for an Arab 
economic market specifical- 
ly to halt Israel’s expanding 
trade with the Arab World- 

In the 30-minute speech 
broadcast on state television. 
Mr. Mubarak also promised 
to speed up the economic 
reform programme that he 
launched in 1991. 

He said his government 
plans to find jobs for some 
500.000 Egyptians annually 
and to triple its rate of eco- 
nomic growth to meet the 
increase in Egypt’s popula- 
tion. Egypt's annual growth 
is believed to be around 5 
per cent. 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment daily Al Ahram 


Wednesday quoted Ml 
M ubarak as saying that Iran 
has offered military coopera- 
tion with Egypt in an attempt 
to counter Israeli-Turkish 
military cooperation. 

Iran has been trying to 
improve its relations with 
Egypt, which have been 
tense since the 1979 Islamist 
revolution and grew worse 
over accusations that Tehran 
was helping Islamist radicals 
fighting Mr. Mubarak’s gov- 
ernment 

“Iran approached us in the 
military field, but in these 
issues we cannot make an 
instant decision,” Mr. 
Mubarak was quoted as say- 
ing. 


Muslim rebels kill 47 in 
Algerian villages — paper 


PARIS (R) — Muslim 
rebels killed 47 people, 
mostly by cutting their 
throats, in two attacks south 
of the capital Algiers, an 
Algerian newspaper said 
Wednesday. 

Le Matin said 38 died in 
one attack and nine in 
another ovemighl Sunday- 
Monday. 

Another newspaper. Al 
Watan also reported two 
massacres in the same area 
in which it said 26 people 
had died. It said the attacks 
took place overnight 
Monday-Tuesday. 

It was not clear from the 
details given whether the 
attacks reported by the two 
papers, in a country where 
verifying details of killings 
is difficult, were the same 
incidents or different. 

As usual, there was no 
official report or comment. 

The death toll reported by 
Le Matin was one of the 
highest this year from 
attacks on isolated commu- 
nities. In April, 93 people 
were slaughtered in one 
attack, and 51 died earlier 
this month in one night of 


attacks in Algiers and the 
neighbouring province of 
Medea. 

This week’s attacks in 
Blida province coincided 
with reports that 140 mem- 
bers of the feared Armed 
Islamic Group (GLA) had 
been killed by troops in the 
same region while they 
were meeting to plan strate- 
gy in their attempts to over- 
throw the authorities. 

Le Matin said the mas- 
sacres took place on the out- 
skirts of Blida, both a garri- 
son town and known funda- 
mentalist stronghold, 50 
kilometres south of Algiers. 

The newspaper said “the 
terrorists” — Algeria's offi- 
cial term for fundamental- 
ists — cut the throats of 
nine people from two fami- 
lies in Benachour. 

Residents gave the alert 
and the group went to the 
village of Ycmma M’ghitha 
where they carried out the 
second massacre, including 
a whole family of 15 peo- 
ple. 

“Several ambulances car- 
rying the mortal remains 
draped in the national flag 


were seen yesterday after- 
noon in Blida going from 
Frantz Fanon Hospital 
towards the town's martyrs' 
cemetery," Le Matin said. 

Al Watan said 20 “terror- 
ists" killed 26 people in two 
attacks in Blida overnight 
Monday-Tuesday. 

Eight, including four 
women and a three-year-old 
child, came from one fami- 
ly. Their throats were cut 
Two young girls were also 
taken away by the attackers. 
Like Le Matin, the newspa- 
per said that attack took 
place in Benachour. 

Witnesses told Al Watan 
that security forces inter- 
vened and prevented further 
carnage and that in a gun 
battle the attackers report- 
edly suffered casualties. 
They took their dead and 
wounded away with them as 
they fled. 

Al Watan said that another 
group attacked a village on 
the road to Chrea and killed 
1 8 people from two families 
"among them, 11 women 
and seven men, all with 
their throats cut.” 


Smuggling of Iraqi diesel 
widespread in Arab Gulf 


DUBAI (R) — Illicit smug- 
gling of Iraqi diesel oil has 
become widespread in the 
Gulf with a market created 
by local and international 
shipping firms eager to buy 
cheap fuel to power their 
vessels. Gulf shipping 
sources said Wednesday. 

As Iraqi and U.N. officials 
continue to discuss the next 
stage of an oil-for-food 
deal, Iraqi middlemen, for- 
eign traders and shippers 
are doing a brisk and lucra- 
tive business that runs into 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars. 

Although this trade has 
been rumbling on since 
U.N. sanctions were 
slapped •mi Iraq after it* 


1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
shippers said that activity 
had stepped up since the 
end of last year because of 
high diesel prices in the 
international market. 

“The price of Iraqi diesel 
is $30 to $50 a tonne below 
the international market 
price and when you want 
4,000 tonnes or 5,000 
tonnes for your ships it is 
very attractive," said one 
Gulf-based shipping execu- 
tive who admitted to regu- 
larly buying Iraqi diesel and 
wanted to remain anony- 
mous. 

Though authorities across 
the Gulf have caught and 
impounded vessels in- 
volved in the smuggling. 


shippers said the number of 
arrests accounted for only a 
small part of the trade 
which is carried out on a 
cash and also barter basis. 

Loaded at Iraq's southern 
ports with false or no paper- 
work, embargoed diesel is 
shipped to customers in 
barges and small vessels 
which cling to the shallow 
coastal waters of the Gulf to 
avoid capture by a U.S.-led 
multinational naval inter- 
ception force mandated to 
implement sanctions 
against Iraq. 

The diesel is then trans- 
ferred out as sea to the pay- 
ing ship owner with rare 
interference from authori- 
ties. shippers said. 
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emng to put stolen ninfe nk, 
tographs of her onT 
Internet She demwi^w. j 


one of thenL JEn her fiia oxn. 

rants on jfe. 

MacPberson told report 
that die wanted to^fcfcarthe 
record." She said that there 
was a burglary at ber U 
home in which $ 10^000 
worth of jewellery, cash,’^ 
some nude photos of fcj 
were stolen. She said rhe tor, 
glar later contacted her and 
threatened to release the 
nude pictures onto the 
Internet if she did not pay 
$60,000. She notified the 
police and the two men woe 
arrested when they picked on 
the money at a Beverley 
Hills shopping mall. Both 
men have pleaded innocent 
on 20 counts of bmgjaiy an) 
extortion. 

Helicopter granny 
two-thirds 
around world 

TORRANCE (R) - - 
Braving an Arabian sand- 
storm, a Bangladesh 
cyclone and Russian burea- 
ucracy, a British grandmoth- 
er landed Tuesday on ha 
way to becoming die fust 
woman to fly round rfc 
world in a helicopter. “Wre 
here on time and on sched- 
ule," a beaming Jcamfe 
Murray said after stepping 
from her fire-engine-red 
chopper at the Torrance air- 
port in suburban L» 
Angeles. “But we still haw 
another three-and-aM 
weeks to go to get back to 
London." said the whirlybad 
granny. Murray, 56, is. a 
mother of three, with trio 
grandchildren, has hvwffor 
30 years in Hong Kong. She 
left England on May 10 with 
co-pilot Quentin Smith in an 
attempt to become the first 
woman to fly a helicopter 
around the world. 

Overseas trip costs 
Hindu priest his job 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
Hindu priest has lost his job 
in a southern Indian temple 
after he refused to undergo a 
penance for going overseas 
— a grave sin according to 
ancient Hindu tradition, 
news reports said Wedrf 
esday. Vishnu Narayai 
Namboodri, a Brahmin pries! 
from the southern coastal 

state of Kerala, was debarred 

from the Sri Vallahha Temple 
following his refusal to chart 
a “cleansing" prayer 1,008 
times, the United News of 
India said Ancient Hinduism 
forbids travel across^ the 
“seven seas" — a “sin" 
which leads to ex-coramura- 
cation — unless it is atoned 
for by performing rituals. 
The number 1,008 is regard- 
ed as a holy figure. 
Namboodri, who returned k> 
India this month after attend- 
ing a seminar in Britain, said 
his sacking was unfair. 

12-yea r-old girl 
attacked by bear 
at Ukrainian zoo 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
12-year-old girl lost her 
arm when she was attacked 
by a bear Tuesday at a zoo 
in the southeastern 
Ukrainian town °* 
Dnepropetrovsk, ITAR- 
TASS news agency report- 
ed. The girl was attacked 
afteT she and a friend con- 
vinced an animal keeper to 
allow them to approach the 
bear’s cage to pet it and 
feed it sweets. Several 
other adults tried to chase 
the children away, hm 
before they could do so. the 
bear grabbed hold of tte 
girl’s arm. With some diffi- 
culty, zoo employees man- 
aged to free the girl and sire 

was taken to a local hospi- 
tal where her arm 
amputated just below tire 
shoulder. Zoo officials said 
that as a result of 
attack, the bear would 
destroyed. 
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